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TO THE 



MOST NOBLE 



THE 




I . .' 



MARQUIS OF GRANBY. 



Mr LORD, 

THE Permiflibn I have obtained 
of infcnbing this Tranflation 
to your Lordfhip, affords me a' happy 
Opportunity of exprcfUng ray grateful 
refpe<a to the Memory of your truly 
Noble Father, and my Excellent 
Patron — 'tis in vain for me to attempt 
his Panegyric: All I could fay, would 
be but as the feeble Eccho of a Nation s 
Voice, loud raifed in Honour of his 
Virtues. The Taik would a^o be a 
painful one: For while I wrote. Sor- 
row would be excited that fo much 
Worth were loft to his Country, to 
his Family, and to me» 



DEDlCATtON. 

Having declined to fpeak of yoMt 
Father's Virtues, I cannot my Lord, 
with propriety ehumerate Your's : But 
thus far I may fay^ and with truth ; 
that at fo early a period of Life, they 
add Luftre to the high Rank you 
fupport. 

Your Lorddiip's Patronage is more 
than a Compenfation to the Author^ 
for my inability to do Juftice to his 
Work, and reflects an Honour upon 
me, of which I am very truly fenfible* 

I am, with the moA perfect Refped, 

MY LORD, 

YOUR LORDSHIP*s 

moft devoted and 
mod obedient 
humble Servant, 

June I, 1775. 

John Parish. 
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PREFACE. 



THE Reader is here prcfented with * 
Tranflation of a Work, which the 
late Doctor Goldfmith admired foe the ac- 
curacy and ingenuity of its Obfervations^ 
apd for the Spirit of Benevolence and Philan- 
crgj^y which breathes through the whole. He 
wished it to be done into Englilh, and had he 
lived, his corre<3ing Hand would have rendered 
the Tranflation more worthy of the Author 
and of the , Public favour, than in the ftate, 
in which it is now fubmitted^ to theit 
Candour. 

The Syilem of Vegetation contained in 
the three lafi: Letters^ is writtea ia the Ori^ 



PREFACE. 

ginal as a Dialogue : In its prefcnt foriHt 
it is much fhorter, and yet Contains the 
meaning thcAuthor would convey. A long 
Table of Sea Terms is omitted, as alfo another 
very long one of Contents, and a confide- 
rable Part of the Journal from Port I'Orient 
to the Ifle of France, which appeared rather 
uninterefting. For the fame Reafon, and be- 
caufe of the difficulties attending the Trahfla- 
ting of the Conchyology, which Science in- 
deed the Author profefles himfelf very little 
acquainted with, the Defcription of that Part 
of thfl^Natural History is alfo omitted. By 
this : means the Tranflation is reduced to one 

• • • • > 

half the Bulk and Price of the Original. . 

Defifous to give the Reader every Informa- 
tion relative to an Ifland which (to fay no 
mo/p of it) has been the Objedt of. the parti- 
cular Attention of two Men fo ingenious and 
fo able , as the Abbje de la Caille, and our 
Author ; the Tranflator begs Leave to infert 
the follo^ipg Extra<5t from a late Publication^ 
the Author of which. Dr. Campbell, fpeaking 
of the Ifle of France, fays, ** incredible 
** as it may feem, yet it is certainly Matter of 
*^ Fad, that in the fpace of five Years he (Mon^ 
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** Jieur dela Bourdonnaif) rendered this Country 
*' a Paradifc, that had been a Defart for five 
** thoufand, and this in fpitc of the Inhabi- 
** tants, and of the Company, who being 
'* originally prejudiced by them, behaved 
'' ill to him at his Return. He foon made 
" the Cardinal de Fleury, however, fenfiblo 
'* of the true ftate of things, and compelled 
*' the Company to acknowledge, though they 
** did not reward, his Services. He after- 
** wards returned, as all the World knows, 
Y into the Indies, and perfe(3:ed the Work he 
y had begun ; and to him it is owing that 
•' the IJle of France is at prefent one of tbi 
*• Jinefi, as it was always one of the mofi 
** Important and Improveable Jpots upon tbi 
•• Globe:' 
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Author'8 PREF ace. 



THESE letters were written to my friends du-^ 
fing my voyage. After my return, I put them 
ill ofder gi)d printed them, as a public teftimony of 
my acknowledgement qf the good offices I had re- 
ceived, 

Ths plan I have a4pptc4 ill this i having given 
an account of the plants^ ^n6^ ^imals natural to each 
country, and of the fQili in it's unimproved ftate, I 
then fpeak of the chai;a&ei;$ and ni^ni^era pf the iq^ 
^bitantSu 

b What 



the AuTk(5R*s fREFACfi. 

What I have faid, will perhaps be deemed a &* 
tire,, but I can fay with truth, that in fpcaking o^ 
men, I have fpoken of their good aftions with ala- 
crity, and of their faults with candor. 

After fpeaking of the Colonifts, I enter upon a 
detail of the vegetables and animals with which they 
have peopled the couritry. The induftry, the arts^ 
and the commerce of thefe countries are all included 
in agriculture. It fhould feem that this art, fo fim- 
ple, would be prodvifti ve of the moft amiable man- 
nei^s ; but the life led by the people'of the Ille of 
France, is far from a primitive one. 

D E ATH has {hatched from us Monfieur de Tolbach, 
Governor of the Cape, wlio had been very obliging 
to me. If the place allotted him in thefe memoirs. 
' eannot now ferve as acknowledgements, it may at 
leaft be an ufeful example of conduft to thofe French- 
men who may be Appointed governors in India. If 

from my account, they may be induced to imitate' 
his virtues-, I (hall then indeed do honoiir to therfi. 

I AM next to apologize for having treated of fomc 
fubjefts that I im a ftranger to. I have written upon 
plants and animals, but I am not a Naturalift. Na- 
tural Hiflory . is not ihut up in libraries ; it has rai- 

thcf 



The Author's PkfiFACE- 

thcr fcemcd to me, a volume, to be read by the wHolci 
iVorld. I have traced through the whole, the mott 
Evident proofs of a providence ; and I have treated 
it, not as a fyftem that is plcafmg to my fancy, but 
^ a fentiment with which my heart is filled. 

I SHALL at leaft, I think, have been of ufc to 
rtiankind, if the faint fketch I have given of the mi- 
fcrable lot of the Ncgroe flaves, fliould fave them * 
from one ftrokeof the whip; and if the Europeans who 
fo loudly exclaim againft tyranny, and among whom 
are compofed fuch beautiful treatifes of morality, 
may hereby be induced to ceafe being in India the 
moft barbarous of all tyrants. 

I SHALL think I have done fervice to my country, 
if I prevent but one fingle man of worth from quit- 
ting it, and if I have determined him to cultivate one 
additional acre in feme heath thatjM^ever has felr 
the plough* / 

To be fenfible of this love for his country, a man 
muft firft quit it. I am attached to mine, although 
neither by my fortune, nor the rank I hold in it : but 
the place where I firft faw the light, is dear to me : 
There, I have felt, have loved, have ipoken. 



^ 
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The Author's PREFACE. 

This foil, fo generally adopted by ftrangcrs^ la 
itklightful to Qie : here, all that can be defirable, is 
itt abundance ; and Frai^ce^ by the temperature oiit's 
clin^ate, the excellence of it's vegetables j^ and the in- 
duftry of its inhabitants, is to be preferred to ^ither 
India* 

In fine,. I love this country^ where my co^nef^ion^ 
are numerous, where cfteem i$ the moft refined,! 
friendlhip moft int^ate, and virtue molt amiable. 
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VOritnty ^ January^ lySi, 

I AM juft arrived at L'Orient after having felt the 
moft feverc cold. The road was frozen from 
Paris to within ten leagues of Rennes*. This city, 
which was .burnt in 1720, has now a grandeur which 
it owes to its misfortune. There are feveral new 
buildings, two handfome fquares, a ftatue of Lewis 
the XV th. and alfo one of Lewis the XlVth. The 
infide of the Parliament-Houfe is handfomely deco- 
rated, but with rather too much uniformity. The 
panncls of the wainfcot are painted white, and have 
gilt • moldings. Moft of the churches and public 
buildings are in this tafte. In other reipedb, Rennes 
is but a difmal town. It is fituated at the confluence 
of the Villaine and the IJle ; two fmall rivers. Its 
fuburbs are formed of fome dirty houfes ; the ftreet$ 
are ill paved. The common people drefs in a coarfe 
brown ftufF, which gives them very much an air of 
poverty. 

I SAW in Britany, a Vaft deal of uncultivated 
land. Nothing grows upon it but broom, and a fhtub 
with yellow flowers, which appeared to me a com- 

B pofition 
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pofition of thorns. The country people call it Lande 
or Jan *. They bruife it to feed their cattle with -f-. 
The broom ferves only to heat their ovens • it might 
be turned to better account, and efpecially in a mari-^ 
time country. The Romans made a cordage of it, 
which they preferred to hemp, for their (hipping. I 
owe this obfervation to Pliny, who is known to have 
commanded the ?ittX^ of the Empiref J. 

Might not thefe lands be fown to good purpofe 
with potatoes, a certain fubfiftence, which can nei-> 
ther fuffer by inclement fe^fons, lior the ftorehoufcs 
of monopolizers. 

. Industry feems checked equally by an Ariftocfa* 
tic government, or in a pays £etats §. The Peafant, 
who is without a reprefentative in the aflembly, is 
likewife without protedtion. In Britany he is ill clad, 
drinks nothing but water, and lives upoa black 
bread. 

The mifery of mankind always increafes in the 
fame degree as their dependance. 1 have feeh the 

* In one word, Furxi. T. f This is pradifed in fome parts 
cf EnglanJ, f, 

X This brooniy which the author faw in Britany, muft be of 
the kindy a fpecies of the SpanifiiSpartum, which it is well known 
was ufed by (he Ancients inftead of hemp. T* 

§ Many provinces in France have a Kind of Parliament, and 
are called Pah iTEtati. Thefe E tats are nothing more than an 
aflembly of the Nbble^e of the province, who meet at leaft once 
in e\txy three years, for little other purpofe, than to raife money 
for the crown ; and in raiiing, take care to pay nothing them- 
ielves. Such anAridocratical aflembly^ is fuppofed by many pa* 
liticians, to be more tyrannical, than a fole and abfolute gover- 
nor* The Reader will diftinguiih the Etats from the ParXimmt^ 
which in France, is only a ' Supreme Court of Judicature ; by 
which, indeed, the King's edidts are obliged to be regiHered, be- 
fore they are regularly of authority. T* 

peafant 
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. peafant rich in Holland ; at his cafe in Pruflia ; in a 
tolerable comfortable ftate in Ruffia, and labouring 
.under the greateft penury in Poland : I fhall then 
certainly fee the Negro, who is the Peafant of our 
colonies, in a deplorable ftate* I account thus for 
what I have faid ; in a republic there is no fovereign, 
in a monarchy, but one ; but in an ariftocracy, every 
peafant is fubjed to his particular tyrant. 

Liberty is the parent of irtduftry. The Swifs 
peafant is ingenious, the villain of Poland is without 
imagination. This ftupor of the foul, which enables 
a man, even more than philofophy, to bear up againft 
misfortune, feems to me to be a peculiar blefling* 
When Jupiter, fays Homer, reduces a man to the 
Jtate of ajlave^ be takes from him one half of bis under '^ 
Jianding. 

Excuse thefe rcflcdions. When I fee mankind 
ftruggling with great miferies, I cannot help enquir- 
ing, what will remedy them, or from whence they 
arife* 

In Lower Britariy, Nature appears a3 it were, 
dwindled. The hills, yallies, trees, men and ani- 
mals arc very fmall there^ 

There are in many places quarries of flate, and 
of black and red marble, and mines of lead, mix- 
ed with filver, which is very dudtile- But the real 
riches of this country are its linens, its threads, and 
cattle. Induftry revives with liberty, from the vi- 
cinity of the fea-ports. This is perhaps, the only 
good confequence of a maritime commerce, which 
is little elfc than an avarice, pointed out by law. 
Strange lot of man, that he Ihould frequently de- 
duce greater benefits from the indulgence of his 
paflions, than from the exercife of his rcafon. 

B 2 The 
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The pcafant here is much at his eafe ; he looks 
upon himfelf at liberty, from the neighbourhood of 
an element, all the roads to which are opa). Op- 
preffion cannot extend itfelf to any thing beyond his 
fortune : Is he hard pre(&d, he embarics himfelf, 
and on fliipboard finds the oak of his own inclo- 
fures 5 the linens woven by his own family, and 

frain, the growth of his own fields : Houihold Gods 
. y whom he has been abandoned ! In the commander 
of the veffel, he frequently recognizes the Lord of 
his own village, and in their common mifery fees 
him a man, whofe fortune is more to be complained 
cf than his own. At liberty to judge of his owtt 
fituation, he becomes mailer of it -, and feated on 
the yard-arm, decides in the fury of a ftorm upon 
that, which on Ihore, he durft not make an objeft 
of enquiry. 

I HAVE not yet feen Port L'Orient. Half a 
league before our arrival, we crofled a feiall arm 
of the fea in a ferry-boat: I could fcarcely diftin- 
guifh the town. A thick fog covered the horizon : 
This is pccafioned by the vicinity of the fea j -but 
the winter is the lefs fevere on this account. 

. This obfervation holds good as well in the neigh- 
bourhood of pools and lakes, as of the fea. May 
not this be to favour the propagation of a multi- 
tude of infefts, and water vermin that inhabit the 
fands of the ftiore ? Whether this conjefture is right 
or not, the facility of living there, and the mild 
temperature, draw from the North an infinite num- 
ber of fea and water-fowls. 

Nature may well referve for them fome por- 
tion of the coall, and of mild air, when ihe has 
allotted to the fiihes alone, above half the world. 

I am, &c« 
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VOrienfj January i8, 1768. 

T 'Orient is a fmall town in Britany, which the 
jLf comincrce of the Eaft Indies renders daily more 
nouriihing. It is, like all other new towns, regular, 
the ftreets in ftrait lines, but unfinilhed. It is but 
indifferently fortified. There are fome f^ne ware- 
houfes, the Hotel des Ventes, and a tower, whence 
one may fee, wharfs which are but juft begun, and 
ground plats whereon buildings are marl$je4 out. — It 
IS fituated at the bottom of a bay which receiyes the 
rivers £ lancet and Fonjcarf\ they are navigable, an4 
a vaft many (hips come down by them to L'Orient* 
The entrance of this bay is narrow, and defended by 
a work they call Port Lpuis, or Blavet, The cita- 
del of which is too much raifed, and muff occafio^ 
the fbot fired from it to be but of little cfFeft, Its 
flanks, too narrow in themfelves, have alfo Orillons, 
which are neyer of ufe, but for defending the ditch ; 
aqd there is none here but the fea, which waflies the 
foot of the ramparts, 

Port Louis is an old, and deferted city. 'Tis 
a Gentleman of an ancient family in the neighbour- 
hood of ap Eaft-India Nabob. The people of falhion 
live at Port Louis \ but the merchants, the muflin, 
and filk warehonfes, the money, and the pretty wo-r 
men, are all at L'Orient, Their manners are the 
fame here as in other commercial ports. Every man's 
purfe is open : but he lends money in the grofs only j 
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the intereft of a fum for the Indies is twenty-five or 
thirty per cent, per ann. The borrower is much 
worfe off than he that lends ; his profits are uncer- 
tain, his bonds are not fo. The law authorifes th'S 
lending of money by contrafts, and they give the 
creditors a fort of claim upon the whole fliip's cargo. 
A power which extends over the entire fortune of 
moft of the feafaring people. 

There are three Ihips ready to fail for the Ifle of 
France, the Digue, the Conde, and the Marquis de 
Caftries. There are others fitting out, and fome- 
more on the ftocks. The noife of the carpenters and 
caulkers, • the concourfe of ftrangers, and the perpe- 
tual moving about of veffels in the road, excites in 
the people a thirft after every thing that is maritime : 
the idea of fortune, conftantly accompanying that of 
the Indies, adds to the illufion. You would think 
yourfelf a thoufand leagues from Paris, The people 
of the country no longer fpeak French j thofe in- 
town, know no other mafter, than the Eaft-India 
Company. The better fort of people talk of the Ifle^' 
of France and Pondicherry, as if they were juft by. 
You will fqppofe that counting-houfe difputes come; 
here in the bales from India, for intereft rather tends 
to feparate men from each other, than to bring them 
together. 

I am, &c, ; 
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LETTER III. 



Port U Orient^ February 20^ iJTi. 

WE waited only a fair wind^ to fet fail; My 
paflage is taken on board the Marquis de 
Caftries, a fhip of eight hundred tons, and one hun- 
aredand forty-fij: men, Iqaden Vi^h naval ftores for 
Bengal. ' My birth is a little recefs from the G reat 
Cabm. There are fifteen paflengers, moft of whom 
are lodged in the Gun-room, the place where they 
put thp cartouches, and ordnance ftores. The 
Matter Gunner ha3 the care of this part, and lodges 
here, as do alfb the Secretary, Chaplain, and Surgeon. 
Over this is the Great Cabin, where the paflengers 
dine with the Captain. Over this again is the 
* Council Chamber, and the Captain's Cabin ; it is 
decorated on the outfidp witln a gallery, and is the 
fineft room in the fhip. The officers cabins are be- 
fore you CQip^, t$) t;hefe aboyenientioned, that they 
may with the more eafe look to what is going forwarcj 
upon deck. 

Th? crew lodge on the Forecaftle, and between 
decks, a difmal hole, where one can fee nothing. 
The -f Galliards are the length of the whole Ihip, 
which is level with the Great Cabin, and has a gang- 
way before it, as the Cabin has. The Kitchen, or 
Cook-room, is ynder tKe Forecaftle. The provifions 
and merchandizes in the Hold: and the Powder- 
room is under the Gun-room. 

* Called in Englifli, the Coach. T. 

t Galliards ; the ihip mull> from this defcriptiony have had a 
fparedeck. T. ' 

B 4 I HAVI 
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I HAVE given you a general fkctch of the difpofi- 
tion of our fhip ; but to defcribe the diforder of it, 
is impoffible. There is no getting along for the calks 
of champagne, wine, trunks, chefts and hotts every- 
where about. Sailors fwearing, cattle lowing, birds 
and poultry fcreaming uJ)on the Poop; and, as it 
blows hard, we have the additional noife of the 
w'hiftliiTg of the Ropes, and the cracking of the 
timbers and rigging as the fhip rolls ab6ut at anchor. 
Several other Ihips lay near us, and we are deafened 
by the hallowing of their officers to us, through theif 
fpeaking-trumpets. 

Wearied with this uproar, I got into a boat and 
went afhore at Port Louis. 

The wind was very high ; we walked throt^ the 
ff reets, but met nobody. From the waUs of the cita- 
del, I few the Horizon very black, and the ifland oi 
Grot covered with a thick fog •, upon the Ihore crouds 
of women chilled with cold and fear, and a centinet 
at the point of the Baftion, in aftonifbment at the 
hardfncls of the poor wretches, who were fifliing in 
the midft of the tempeft, " 

We returned, buttoned up clofe, wet through, 
and holding on our hats With our hands. As w^ 
went alone, the ftreets were covtered with filh ; white 
and purple Ikait, thornbacks, dog filh, conger eels 
of a monftrous fize, large balkets full of crabs and 
lobfters, heaps of oyftefs, mufcfes and cockles, cod- 
lings, foles, and turbots -, in Ihort, as miraculous a 
draught as that of the apoftles. 

These good folks are not without faith ; for when 
they fi{h for pilchards, a prieft goes in the firft boat, 
and gives his benediction to the water. One might 

fee 
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fee among them the conjugal affeftion of old times \ 
for as they came dropping in, their wives and chil-? 
dren hung about their necKs : it is among thefe hard 
working people, that forae remains of virtut is to be 
found, as if man retained his morals no longer than 
while he was i^ a ftate between hope and fear. 

This part of the coaft abowuds ia filh; each 
ipecies of which is, b general, larger than they are 
^Ifewhere •, but their tafte is inferior. I was affured, 
that the pilchard fifliery brought in four millions of 
livres, annually, to the revenue of the province. It 
is rather fingular, that there are no cfawfifli in the 
rivers. 6fBritany-,.otcafioncd, perhaps, 1^ the Ilill- 
hc& of the: water. 

W E are now got once rnore to our inn ; the noife 
of the wind and fea ftiU buzzing in oinr cars. Two 
Parifians, die Sicurs B***, father and fon, who weref 
to have gone va i>vx ihip, without faying a word to 
us, ordered a chaife, ana are gone to Paris. 
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LETTER IV. 



On board the Marquis de Castries, the jd of 
March, Eleven in the Morning, 



I HAVE but juft time to fay adieu; we are 
fctting fail. Pray take care of the letters inclofed; 
three are for Ruflia, Pruffia, and Poland. Wherever 
I have ^favelled, I left fomebody whom I regret. 



* * 



But our anchor is a peck. I hear the noife of the 
Boatfwain*s^ whittle, the capftern, and the failors 
heaving anchor. The laft gun is juft fired. We are 
under fail,' and the fhore, the ramparts and roofs of 
jPort Louis begin to disappear. Adieu, ye friends, 
who are dearer to me than th^ treafurcs of India. 
Adieu ! Adieu ! 



JOURNAL. 
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JOURNAL. 



MARCH, 1768. 



WE failed on the third at a quarter paft eleven 
in the morning, the wind at N. E. the tide 
not being high enough, we were very near touching 
upon a rock, to the right of the Channel. When 
we were abreaft of the ifland of Gm, we lay to for* 
fome of the paflengers and officers. 

The 4th, the weather was fine ; but the wind be* 
gan to rife, and the fea to run high in the evening. 

The 5th, a violent ftorm arofe ; the fliip was on 
her way under her courfe^. I was terribly fea-fick. 
At half paft ten in the morning, being in bed, I fell 
a great ftock -, fpmebody cried out, th^t the fliip had 
ftruck. I went upon deck, wh^re I found all the 
people in confternation. A wave ftruck us on the. 
ftarboard-fide and carried away the yawl, witji the 
mate and three men. One of them only remained, 
entangled in the fhrouds of the main maft, from 
whence he was taken, with his (houlder and hand 
ihattered to pieces. It was impoffible to feve the 
others ; they were fcen no more. 

This misfortune happened by the veflels not an- 
fwering the helm- Her poop was too low in the 
water, to fufFer the rudder to ^<5t properly upon hen 
The bad weather lafted all day, and the motion of 
the fhip killed moft of the poultry. I had a dog on 
t)oard, that panted ihceflantly with uneafinefe. The 
i . . , ^ only 
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only animals that feemed infcnfible, were fomc 
fparrows and canary birds, accuftomed to a per- 
petual motion. Thefe birds are carried to India as 
curiolities. 

I, as well as the other paflengers was exceedingly 
lick. There is no remedy for this evil, which oc- 
cafions the moft dreadful reachings. It is good 
Jiawevef, to take fome dry food, and above all acicl 
fruits. 

The 6thj the weather being fine, we offered up 
pur prayers for the fouls of the poor failors we loft 
in the late ftorm. The fca, in breaking upon the 
yeflel, had fplit the beam that goes round the 
hatchway, although it was ten inches thick. 

The 7th, we reckoned ourfelves to be in the lati- 
^:ude of Cape Finiftere, where guils of wind, and a 
great fea, as at all other capes, are very common. 

« 

The 8th, a beautiful fea and fair wind. We 
faw flying about, fom^ white birds with black bor- 
ders round their wings ; they caU them Manches dc 
Velours {Velvet Sleeves ) ' 

The 9th and i oth, the air began to be fenfibly 
hotter, and the Iky more pleafing/ We approached 
the Ferfunak illand (the Azores) if 15 be true, that 
Heaven has placed good fortune in any particular 
ifland. 

The nth, the wind fcllcalm^ the fea was covered 
with bonnets de feu {bonnets of fire) a kind of mu- 
cilage, fortned into the fhape of a cap, with a pro-, 
greflive motion. In the morning wc ftv ^ ftip. , 

The 
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The 1 2th and 13th, fome good regulations 
-v^tvt made. It was agreed, that «ach paffengcr 
fhould have but one bottle of water a day. Brcak- 
faft was to be at ten every morning, and was to 
confift of faltcd meats and dry vegetables. Our 
afternoon meal, at four o'clock, was a rather better 
repaft. All fires were to be put out at eight o'clock. 

On the 14th, we expected to fee the ifland of 
'Madeira, but we were too much weftward; it 
-was cahn all day. We law two birds, brown, and 
of the fi2e of a pigeon, flying to the weftward, as 
high as the mafts. We took them for land birds, 
and judged, from dieir appearing, that fome ifland 
-was to our left hand. 

The 15^1, the <:alm continued; but the wind 
rofe a little towards night : an Englifh brig pafled us 
in the afternoon, and faluted us with his flag. 

The i6th, at fun rife, we faw the ifland of 

Falma before us -, on the left is the ifland of TeneriflFe 

•^ith its Pike, which is in the fliape of a dome, with 

fl pyraniid on the top. Thefe iflands were enveloped 

in a fog all day, and at night in ftorms of lightning : 

•an appearance which terrified the mariners who firfl; 

<lifcovered them. It is known, that the Romans had 

•heard of tJhem ; becaufe Sertorius was defirous of 

retiring to them. The Carthaginians, who traded 

'<Mi the coaft of Africa, knew them well. Jubuj the 

•hiftorian, fays, there are five of tliem -, and defcribes 

them at large : he calls one of them the Ifle of Snow, 

becaufe it is covered with it all the year. The Pike 

is, in f aft, covered with fnow, although the air is io 

hot. Thefe iflands are the ruins of that large ifland 

of Atlantis, of which Plato fpeaks. By the depth of 

the cavities, out of which their mountains are raifed, 

one 
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one would think they were the ruins of this original 
world, when overturned by an event, the tradition 
of which remains among all nations. According to 
Jul^ay the ifland of Canary took it's name from the 
large dogs bred there. The Spaniards, to whom they 
belong, got excellent Malmfcy * from thence. 

« 

The 17th, 1 8th, and 19th, we pafled through the 
midft of thefe iflands, having TenerifFe on our left, 
and Palma on our right 5 Gomera was to the eaft- 
ward. I took a draught of thefe iflands, which arc 
cut in with very deep ravines (or furrows.) 

We faw a flying fifli. A lapwing came and perch- 
ed on our ftiip, and took it*s flight to the weft j it 
was of an orange-colour, it's wings and aigrette 
mottled with black and white, its beak is black as 
ebony, and a little bent. 

The 20th, we left the ifland of Ferro to the 
weft, and loft fight of all the Canaries. The fight 
of thofe iflands, fituated in fo fine a climate, excited 
in us many fruitlefs wiflies. We compared the re- 
pofe, and abundance, the union and pleafures of thefe 
iflands,' to our own unquiet life of agitation. Per- 
haps, at feeing us pafs by, fome unhappy Canarian 
was upon a burning rock, wiftiing himfelf on board 
a ftiip, that fteered under full fail for the Eaft-Indies, 

The 21ft, we faw a land-fwallow, and afterwards 
a ibark. While we were in the latitude of thefe 



* The wine at prefent brought from the Canaries, is chiefly 
facky which name, it is generally fuppofed to have always beea 
dillinguiihed by ; yet I have heard fome firft-rate critics doubt very 
much, whether any human beine could drink /acA and fugar 
for pleafure ; and they therefore ^fpcdt^ that FalilafF's fack waa 
RbeiiilU Wine. T. 

iflands. 
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iflands, we were becalmed all day, the wind riling 
in the evening only. 

The 2 2d, the weather was fo hot, as to occa* 
fion feveral bottles of Champagne to break, al- 
though they were cafed in fait ; this is a ftore, that 
moft of the Officers going to India take with them ; 
it is fold there at a piftole a bottle. This inun<Jation, 
which penetrated every thing, deftroyed fome lettices 
and crefles, that I had fown in wet mois, where chefe 
plants grow furprizingly. This faked liquor was fo 
very corrofive, as to entirely ipoil all my papers that 
got wetted with it. 

The 23d, we had a very £relh wind; the fesi 
appeared to be grey and grecnifh, as upon banks^ 
or in foundings; they pretend to find foundings 
above eighty leagues from the coaft of Africa, which 
is but little raifed in thefe latitudes. We faw a fliip 
bearing away for Senegal. 

The 24th, we found the trade wind, from the 
N. W< The fhip rolled very much. 

The 25th and 26th, fine weather and fair wind; 
we paffed the latitude of the Cape dc Verd iflands^ 
but did not fee them; they belong to Portugal; 
frcfh provifions are to be had there; but. water, the 
chief article, is very fcarce. We faw fome flying 
fiijies and a land fwallow. The Prench wheat, in 
the Bread-room, heated to fuch a degree, that there 
was no bearing one's hand in it. . It has happened 
fometimes, that fhips have been fet on fire by this 
means. In 1760, an Englilh lliip, loaden with 
•hemp, was burnt in the Baltic. The hemp took 
fire of itfelf. I faw the wreck of her on the coaft 
of the ifle of Bornholm. 

The 
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Th£ ajxiif an aAvning ^vras fpread from bead to 
ftern, to fhelter the people from the 'heat. We iaw 
fome ga!er€Sj a fpecies of living mucilage* 

The 28th and 29trti, wefaw flying-fifli, and a great 
number of tunny^fifh. 

ft 

The 30th, our men got -ready for fifhing, and 'took 
ten tunny-filhjthe lea^ft of which weighed fix ty pounds 5 
we faw a fhark. The heat increafed, and the orew 
bote their thirft with graat impatience. 

The 31ft, we took a bonnito ; fome -thirty failors 
in the night opened the water jars of feveral paflen- 
gcrs, who by that means found themfelves,' as the 
crew were, reduced to a^int of water a day. 

Some OBSERVATIONS on the MANNERS of 

SEAFARING PEOPLE. 

I WILL only fpeak of the influence the iea has upon 
thefe men, in order that thofe faults which are the 
confequences of their way of life, may meet with the 
indulgence due to them. 

The hafte which is abfolutely neceflary in opera- 
tions on board a ifhip, renders them coarfe in their 
c^x«ffions- Living at a diftance from land, they 
thmk themfelves independent ; hence it is that they 
frequently fpeak of Princes, laws or religion, with 
a fi^eedpm equal to their ignorance. Not but they 
ire in fome circumftances, devout, and even fuper- 
ftitious. I have known more than one, who would 
not fo much as touch a rope on a Sunday or Friday* 
But in general, their religion depends upon the 
weather. 

The 
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T|JE idleiiefs irf which they live^ makes them fond 
of fcamlal and dories. The quai*ter-deck is the place 
where the officers deal out fables arid wonders. 

The habit <3f iriakirig riew adquaiiitaricei continil- 
ally, renders them irtconuant in their fociety and tafte* 
Ac fea they wiih for land, on fhore they murmur that 
they are not at fea« 

In a long voyage, it is beft: to ^ive way a little^ 
and never to difpute. The fea naturally fours the 
temper- 1 and the flighteft corttradiftion will breed a 
duarreL I have feen one arife on a qucftion in philo- 
K>phy. It is true thefe queftions have fometimea 
caufed no fmall mifchief on fhore^ 

In general, they afe fllent and thoilghtful ; who 
can be gay, when furrounded with dangers^ and de« 
privcd of the principal neceffaries of life ? 

Their good qualities however, rAuft ricit bd for^ 
gotten. They are open, generous, brave, and above 
all, good hu{bands« A leaman look^ upon himfelf 
as a ftrangef when afhore, and moftly fo ill his own 
houfe» Unaccuflomed to the manner of living, he 
leaves to his wife the management of a world« of 
which he 13 ignorant* 

I 

f 

To diefe good and bad qualities of leaifieti, muK^ 
be added the vices of their education. They are 
given to dainkennefs. Every day a ration of If^inq 
or brandy is iffyed. There are feven men in a mefs, 
and I have feen them agree among themfelves to drink 
alternately the allowance of the \vhofe leven. Some 
of them are given to thieving i and there are of thele, 
men fo dextrous as to ftrip their comrades while 
fleeping i others again, are of an extraordiiury pro- 

Q bity. 
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bity. Ti>e mafter and gunner^ ^re commoBiytbc 
tnen entruiled, upoa whcon devolvie^ the gov? riuiieni 
bf the crew. Qnc may ad4 to thcfc, the cHlff pilots 
who, I don't know wKy, does not hold among us 
that rank which his nierit ddero^ j^ he i$ but the 
firil (Tj^nVr marimer *, UPW thefe thi«e moi 4?p9i4» 
the good behaviour of toe q^ew, and vf ry ofte» ^ 
iuccefs of the navigation. 

The laft ima in the (hip is tlkc cook. The 
cabbin-bpys arc often ufed very barbarovifty. .Thew 
is fearer an oHicer or iailor^ that does not make 
theni fenfible when he is in an ill humoyr. Thcy^ 
£ven amufe themfelves on board fom^ Hixlps^ witK 
flogging them in calm weather, to procure a wind t^ 
Thus, man, who is To often complaining of his weak« 
hefs, feldoiifi ha4 power, bu( he abufes it« 

You will gaikther fhpm all this, that a ihip vsk a place 
bf diflention ; that a convent and an ifland, which is 
a kind qf ihipt muft be filled with difcord i and that 
the intention of Nature, which is in other refpe£bi fo 
plainly ppinted out, i^ that the earth ibiuld he 
peopled with fwwlicSv w4 not with (oQieties aund fira*. 
ternities, .. 



* In Britlfh men of war» the Captain and I^euteaaats, fine OHU^. 
fidered as Gentlemen by their office, and generally are fi> by their 
behaviour or birth. They all have commiffiont. The m^r^ 
hit^iBL^te^^ and the OM^penief » suftiicr* to* are only warfaM eiffi<» 
ctt%i 4nd loi general are lasv born and educatedU peQpliB» who by 
their good beh^vfoor, and applicatioo in their relpe^live braiiehea 
in feamaofiiipy have qualtfiea themfelyes for their parttcatar com- 
mandsi. The^ are whas the Author probably means by offidgrs 

t Til is culbm is not naknowa (a aany of oar cabbia«» 
beys. T, 

A?RIL 
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APRIL, 1768^ 

TfiE I ft, we faw fome (harks and took 6het as 
alfb. a bonite. I intend to continue my obiervations 
en fifhes at the end of my journal for this months 

^ The 2d, we had calm weather* and now and 
then fqualls. — ^We are upon the borders of the fouth^ 
crn trade winds. In the afternoon we had a fquall 
that made us reef all our fails. We draw near to 
the line j and have now very little twilight* 

The 3d, we took fome bonnitos, and a lhark» 
"We were conftantly furrounded by the fame fhol^ 
of tunny filh. 

* The 4th^ we had a ftormy flcy, and a Violent 
Iquall, with thunder at a diflan^e. A failor died of 
the ftUfvy* Many others are ill of it* This difoiw 
der Ihewing itfelf fo early^ fpreads an alarm through 
the whole crew» We took feveral bonitos and 
fharics. 

Tai 5th artd 6tlif yfeftefday ftibfnihg ftt thre* 
o'clock, it blew a moft terrible ftorm, and obliged 
\i% X6 feef 3II our fails except the mizen. I have 
always remarked, that the riung of the moon difpels 
the clouds very pefceptiblyi Two hours after it is 
Above th6 horizon, the fky is perfeAly clear* We 
had a calm thefe two days, and fome drops'of rain, 

tut 7th, we t06k foffte^ bonifos. I faw fom(^ 
glafs cut with iciffars under water } the caufe of 
wWch I am ignorant of* 

. The 8th and 9th, ^e caught 6ne fhark, fome 
fydcing-filh^ or remoras, and two tunny fifties. 

C z ' Although 
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Although near the line, the heat was not very troa- 
blefome to me ; the air is cooled by the ftorms. 

The loth, the ducking at the line, was announ- 
ced, we were within one degree. A failor difguifed 
in ariiafk, came to the Captain, and defired him toi 
caufe the old cuftom to be obferved. This is a fro- 
lic defigned to divert the melancholy of the crew. 
The failors are very difpirited ; the fcurvy gets a-head 
amonfg them, and we have not gone one third of the 
voyage. 

The nth, the ceremony of dipping, was per- 
formed. The principal paffengers were ranged along 
a cord, to which their thumbs were tied with a rib- 
band. Some drops of water were poured on their 
heads, and they then gave fome money to the pilots. 

The wind was contrary ; the fky and the fea very 
fine. 

The 1 2th,; wd could' not' get: paft the line* 
The currents ran northward. We now fee the 
polar-ftar no more. Wc faw a Ihip to »thc Eaft. 

The 13th, we crofled the line.. The fea ap- 
peared at night, as if covered with phofphorus. 
The lower deck is cleaned every Sunday j the chefts 
and hammocks of the crew are brought upon deck^ 
and. then pitch is burnt between decks; the third 
part of the water-ca(k& were found to be empty, al- 
though wc had not gone near a third of our voyage. 

The '14th, 15th, irid i6th, the winds varied. 
It yras very hot. We were continually furround- 
cdwith bbnitos^ tunny-fifli, porpoifes, and flemifh- 

caps. 
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<raps. We faw a (hark of an enormous (ize. The 
weather cabn ia general, but fomethiies ftormy. 

The 17th., iSth, and 19th, the calms and the 
heats continued. The pitch melted from the rig- 
ging. Spleen and impatience increafed aboard the 
Ihip. *Tis not unufual to lay becalmed a whole 
month under the line.. I taw a whale going to 
the weftwari 

The 20th, 2,1ft:, ^nd 2 2d, the calm, and our 
uneatmefs continued ; the fhip was furrounded with 
Iharks, We faw one tied to a paillaifon^ in a large 
ridge of furf running from- Eaft to Weft. It was 
alive ; fome Ihip had certainly paflcd by juft before 
us. 

We catched fome tunny-fifhes, bonitoes, five or 
fix fharks, and a porpoife, w;th a very fliarp point- 
ed head. The failors fay that the porpoife tbrbodes 
wind ; in effedl, at midnight it arofe. 

The 23d, we entered at laft into the Soudh- 
Wefl: trade-winds, which were to carry us be- 
yond the other tropic. We took fome bonitos and 
tunny-fifti. As we were drawing one of thefe filhes 
out of the water, a fhark catched it by the tail, and 
broke the line. We faw a frigate-bird ; it is black 
and grey^ and nearly of the fame form as a ftork. 
Its flight is verj^ lofty. 

The 24th and 2fith, we had fome fqualls^ which 
occafioned the wind to change. Towards evening 
the moon was encompafled with a large halo. 
We .catched bonitos, and tunny filh. 

C 2 The 
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The 2$th, 'v^e feiy frigate-birds, flying-fifh^ 
tunny-fifh^ ' bonitos^ and a white bird, which the 
crew faid was a booby. In the evenings all the 
fails Ipeing fet, we were attacked by a violent fcju41, 
'Vfhich laid us on qnc fide for fome niinutes, Our; 
Ihip is a bad failor, and whert the wind is quite fair^ 
makes but a|30ut two l^^e? aq hour. 

The 27th, the fca ran high 5 the wind wa^ 
frelh, and had fome fquaUs of rain, ^ft faw the 
fame fifhes, and a halcyon, i^Wch the £nglijH 
call the Sira of Storms * , I Ihall referve an artick 
pf my journal for fea-fowl, 

The 2 8th, we had frelh winds, and fqualls, 
with rain. ' Six ,gvins were carried forwaird^^ 

from the aft-part of the fhip, that being' 

deepef in the water forward, the might fteer thcf 
better. "We had very ftormy weather, \yhich is rare 
in thefe latitudes, 5aw the fame tunnies, 

The 29th, fine weather^ bu^ fometimes fqually. 
We faw fome fricate-birds, and a white bird^ 
with wings marked with grey. At fun-fet, wc 
faw a fhip' to windward, fecrin^ the fame co\;ri$ 
as we* ' * 

The 30th, ft, fine firefh wind and beautiful 
fea. The air cooler. We faw the Ihip we had 
feeh laft night, a little to windward. She had 
crouded fail ; we did the like y fhe hoifted Englifh 
colours, we ours. Wq catchied tunnies, and faw 
|iyin]^-fifh. 

* Petrels, alliidipg it i& faid, to $t. Ytitt^ when out Saviour 
walked on the fca. ^Ihcy feca^lo wajjlc in ^ (hip*s wafee^ parU- 
cularly in flortos. The common failors call them Mother Carey*s 

• ■"■'■ OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS uppn the SEA aod 

FISHES. 

Tmeac is (carcel/ fo difmal a Hght as the main 
fca, A man , becomes prefently impatient of being 
in the centre of a circle, the cif cumference of which 
he never attains to. It however pre&nts fome very 
intereftiitg fcenes. I do not ipeak of it when tern- 
pef^Udus Only. During a calm^, and eipecially at 
night in hot climates, it is furprizing to fee the fpark^ 
ling of ic I have taken in a gjafs fome of thofe 
laminous points of which it is mil ^ and have feen 
them move about with great vivacity* They are 
faid to be the fty of filh ; and arie fometimes feen iii 
a heap together appearing like nioons. At Aight^ 
whe« the Ihip is under way, and is furrounded by 
fifli that ^company it, the fea appears like a valt 
firework, * all (parkling -with ferpents and filvcr 
fpangles, 

I LSAVB you to think what a prodigious quantity 
of living beings this element muft be the country of. 
I confine myfelf to fome obfervations upon different 
fpecies of fiihes found in the main fea, 

TiTE ^K)nftet-.flamand, which I believe' the AficieMs 
c^td pulmo-marinuSy is a fpecies of animal, formed 
of a very glaring fubftance. It js^not unlike a cham- 
pignon, or mumroom. Its upper part has a poV/er 
of contradion and dilatation, by the which it moves 
very (lowly. I know no other property of it -, *tis 
fa common, that we found the fea covered with it 
for many days. It Can change its (kape and colour •, 
bur the fhape naturally is always (he fame: They 
are found very largp upon the coaft of Normandy. 

C 4 The 



04 VOYAGE to the Isli op pRAKeB; 

The galere is of the fame fubftancc, but iccm% 
lehdued with more intelligence and malignity. it§ 
body is a kind of oVal bladder, covered lengthways 
with a tuft or fail, which is ^ways out of thewa- 
t6r, in the fame direftion as the wind. When over- 
turned by a wave, it rifes a^ain auicklr^ ai)d always 
prefents the convex fide of its body to the wind. I 
have feen many of theni together, . ranged like a fleet 
of ftiips. There might perhaps, ^e fonie kind of 
fail contrived upon this principle, by means of whicl^ 
a bark might get on, although the wind wpre contrary. 
From the Jower part of the galere^ haj^g feyeral 
long blue filaments, with which it feizes whatevep 
attempts to take it. Thefe filanients burn immedi- 
ately, like the moft viojent Cauftic, I one d^y faw a 
young failor v^bo fwam after, and attempted to catch 
one of them, burnt on the arm fo terribly, tfiat the 
fright nearly occafioned his being drowned. The 
ga'ere^ while alive, is the moft beautiful colours ; 
fome of them are of a fky-blue, and fome of a 
rofe-colour. The bonnet-Jtaniand^j is foun^ i^ pu^: 
feas, and the galere in thofe near the tropics. 

In the latitude of the Azores, I faw a kind of 
ihell-fifh, floating and living oii the furface of the fea, 
Ihaped like the beard of an arroyir, or beak of a bird. 
It is fmall, tranfparent, and very eafy to break. 
This is perhaps the fame that is found in Amber-t 
greafe. 

In the fanrie latitude, we found fon^ fqails, that 
were blue,' and floated on the furface of the water, 
like bladders filled with air. Their fliell was very 
thin and brittle, and filled with a liquor of a beau^ 

♦ Or Flcinilh Bonnet* 

m 
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tiful purplifli blue colour. This is not however, the 
purple fifli of the Ancients. 

A SPECIES of fhell-fifli much more common, is 
jthat which fticks itfelf to the fides of the ihip, by 
means of a ligament, which it Ihortens or contradts, 
in bad weather. It is white, fhaped like an almond, 
and compofed of four pieces. It puts out a number 
of filaments, that have a regular motion. They 
roultiply fo very faft, that the courfe of the fliip is 
jfenfibly retarded by them. 

The flying-fifli is very common between the tro- 
pics. It is of the fize of a herring. It flies in a troop 
and at one fingle fpring, the ufual Hight of a par- 
tridge. In the fea, *tis hunted by the fifhes, and in 
the air by the birds. It's deftiny feems a very unfor- 
tunate one, that in the air the fame danger fhould 
await it, which it fled from in the water. jBut it has 
a' compenfation for the misfortune, for as a fifli, it 
pften efcapes from the birds, and as a bird from the 
fifties. 'Tis in ftorms chiefly, that it is feen flying 
from lYitfregattes and tunnies, which make prodigious 
leaps in puifuit of it. 

The encornety makes nearly the fame manoeuvre 
as the flying-fifh. It has the faculty of black'ning 
tip water b^ throwing intQ it a very black ink, and 
it does not fwim altogether fo well ; it is of a conoid 
form. Thefe two l^inds of fifli frequently fall on 
board of fliips, and are very fine eating. 

The tunny-fifti of thefe feas differs in taft:e from 
that of the Mediterranean. It is very dry, and has 
no fat but in the eye, Ijt has very little entrails. 
Its -0efli appears pinched, or comprefled together 
by the flcin. Eight mufcles, four large, and four 

fmall, 
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fijidl, form ks body, the tranfvcrfc fcdion of which 
rcfcmbks that of a tree. They filli for it at fun-rife, 
and fun-fbt^ becaufe then the fhade of the waves diT* 
gmfes the baie^ which is made to reprefent a flyine- 
wh* Thb fbo^ of tunnies follofwed us thefe fix weeKs 
paft. They arc cafUy known ; among them there is 
ooe^ which has a red wound on the back^ from beinjy^ 
ftruck with a harpoon a fortnight ago : but his courx 
was neH: retarded oy it» 

Cak a fiih exifl without deep, and Is fea-water of 
a healing quality to wounds ? 1 have fomewhere read 
that Mwifieur dc Chirac, cured the Duke of Orleans 
of a wound in the wrift^ by ordering it to be fteepcd 
in the waters of Balartu 

Tb:^ tunny when eaten frefh, is wholc{bmc> though 
tt occafions thirft,— *it is dangerous in thefe latitudes 
to ^2t it faked — for one of our iailors having done 
fi>5 his ikin turned as red as fcarlet, and he nad a 
fever for twenty-four hours after^ 

Amokg the tunnies we took a number of bonitos. 
T^y are a fort of mackarel, fome of which are as 
hac^ as tunnies* In the flefh of many were found 
living wormsy as bdg as a grain of barley, which did 
not feem at aU troubleibme to the fifh» 

Sharks arc very numerous near the Line. As 
ibon as it is calm the fhip is furrounded with them-^ 
This filh'fwims along flowly, and without noife» 
It is preceded by many fmall fifties called pilot- 
hStij fpeckled widi black and yellow. If any thing 
falls into the fea, they inftantly reconnoitre, and re-, 
turn to the ftiark, who approaching his prey, turns 
himfclf, and devours it. If it is a bird, he* does not 

touch 
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touch it ; but M4ien preficd by hunger, he fwalknrft 
every thing, even iron nails* 

The fhark is the tyger of the fca. I have fcen^ 
fome, more than ten feet long. By nature it is very 
ftiort-fiehted* It fwims very flowly, from the round 
form 01 its head, which joined to the pofition of its 
inouth, that obliges it to turn upon its fide, in order 
to fwallow, prefcrves a number of fifhes from its vo- 
racity. It has no bones, but cartilages, like other 
fiflies of prey, as the fea-doe, the thornback, the 
polypus. Tbefe like the ihanc, fee but badly, are 
flow fwimmers, and have their mouths placed quite 
beneath, and are alfo viviparous. 

The jaws of the fhark are armed with five or 
fix rows of teeth above and below. They are flat^ 
.and fharp at the fides, which are ferratcd- They have 
but two rows perpendicular, the others are hidden, 
and difpofed in fuch a manner, that they 'replace by 
an admirable mechanifm, thofe that frequeiuly arc 
liable to be broken. 

They bait tor it with a piece of flefli, faftcncd up- 
on an iron crook. Before they draw it out of tne 
water, they fix round the fail a Aiding knot, ffod as 
focm as it is upon the deck, and attempts to ftrike^> 
or wound the failors, they cut it off with a hatchet. 
This tail has but one fin, fhaped like a fickk. TJ^ 
Chinefe efl:eem this as an aphrodifiaque. In other 
refpeds, this fifti is of no utility. Its flelh has a tafte 
of the thornback, and a fmell of urine, and is rcc* 
koned feverilh. The failors, fiflx for this creature^ 
merely to deftroy it. They put out the eyes, gut 
them, tie two or three together by the tails, and 
throw them into the fea •, a fpedacle worthy of a fai-^ - 
lor. The fliark is fo vivacious, as to move, long 

after 
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after the head is cut ofF; yet, I have feen thcAl 
drowned very faft, by being plunged feveral times in 
the fea, after being ftruck by a hook, which keeps 
their mouth open. 

We almoft conftantly took upon the Shark, a fift 
called a Sucking-fifh, or Remora^ about as big as a 
Herring. It has upon the head an oval furface, a 
little concave, with which it fixes itfelf upon any 
body, by forming a vacuum, between the oval fur- 
face and the body, to which it adheres in the manner 
of a leathern fucker. I have- J)ut fome of them alive 
upon an even fmooth giafs, from which I could not 
afterwards take them. This fifh has this fingularity, 
that it fwims with the head and gills out of water, 
its fkin is courfe and rough, and its moutli armed 
with feveral rows of fmall teeth. We often have 
eaten the Sucking-fifti, and found the tafte like fried 
artichokes. 

Besides the Pilot and Sucking-fifii, the Shark 
nourilhes under it's fkin an infeft, fhaped like the 
half of a pea, with a beak that projedts a long way. 
It is a kind of loufe. 

The Porpoife is a fifti well known, I have feen of 
one fort, that has the fnout very pointed. The 
failors, on account of its fwiftnefs, call it the Sea- 
arrow. I have feen them go quite round about the 
Ihip, while ftie made two leagues an hour. They 
throw a dart at this animal, which pants when taken, 
and feems to complain ; it is a bad filh ^ it's flelh is 
Hack, hard, grofs and oily. 

I have alfo feen a Dorado^ which they fay, is the 
lighteft of all fifh. It is alfo faid, that this is the 
Dolphin of the antients, fo fully dcfcribcd by Pliny. 

Be 
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Be as it may, we did not e3cperience much of it*s 
fricndfhip to mankind ; but law, af a great depth, 
the fhining of its golden fins, a^nd it;'s back of a beau- 
tiful azure« 

We fometimes few, at half a leaguers diilance^ 
Whales, throwing up their jetdeau. They arc 
{inaller here than in the North -, and appeared to mc^ 
a far off, like a boat, bottom upwkrds^ 

« 

Such arc the Ipecies of filh I have hitherto fecn. 
Sharks are feen in a calm, and are commonly follow-^ 
cd by the Dorados •, the Porpoifcs appear when the 
wind frefliens. The Tunnies have followed us con^ 
ikantly for fix weeks paft« 

If this detail has been tirefbme to you, confidcr 
what my pleafures mufl have been. There are none 
for a man, upon an element, with the inhabitantu 
of whichr be cannot conned himfclf. 
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THE I ft, at fun rife, the vcflcl we had feen {ota^ 
days before, was in our wake, and gaining upon us 
u£&s&\Aj I at teik in the morning flie Was along fide 
^ us* We remarked, that aU her fails were very old, 
that the chefts and beds of the crew were upon deck. 
They a(ked us in Englifli, IVbat cbier f tf%afs your 
fbif coiled? Where do you come from f fVbere are you 
iomdf We anfweitd in Engltfh, and aflced them the 
iame queftions* She came from London, fixty-fbur 
<kys before; and was bound for China. She was 

Eierced for tweoty-four guns, »id was of about five 
undred tons burthen. She wifhed us. a ^od voyagic^ 
and continued her way. Saw feme Frigate Birds, 
Tunnies, andBomtes, 

Thb ad and 3d, again faw the Englifh Ihip, 
which the Tunnies followed, after having borne us 
company fo long. We had violent faualls from the 
WeK. Thefe variations, in my opimon, arife from 
the neighbourhood of All Saints Bay ; and I believe 
the currents and leeway (he made by not anfwering 
her helm, have carried her nearer to America * than 
we were aware of. 

The 4 th and 5th, the wind was violent and change- 
able. We faw a Fouquet, a bird that is black and 
crey ; fome Frigate Birds and Boobies, that were div* 
ing to catch fiih, 

Thj 6th and 7th, a good breeze and fine fea ; laft 
night we had violent fqualls. We faw fome Frigate 
Birds, taking their courie to the N. £• 

^ The Abbi de la Caille fays, that in his Voya^ to the Cape 
of Qood Hope, the (hip was conftancly and confiderably to tb^ 
w eft ward of th^ Reckonings. Sn 
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The 8th and ath, Ycfterday tic wind was wiy 
violaat, and die i^ very high. The fhip lay on bxt 
iide, Mid die water came in at the ports^ • Towards 
the evening die wind fell cahn, which it couunonly 
4Qes9 when the fun gets in the quarter oppofiJK k. 
We law a great number of land birds and iome gulli^ 
ii^s that we w^re near land, firom whenc^ thef^ 
i^ualls arofe« 

Th£ i^di^ Calm. At nine m the #venlag, aa I 
fiood talking in the gallery with the captain, I £am 
all the horizon enlightened by a very lumixums EXf, 
runnir^ from the £a0: ta the North, apd fliooting 
forth red iparks. In the day*ume the ckn^da ftoppel 
and appeared like IukI to the Southward* 

Tut 14th, we had violent iqqaUs widi CoKictbm^ 
dor. Here the S. £« winds commonly end, but 
ibmetime3 they reach to twentyneight degrees of lati« 
tude« We now looked for the wefterly windSf widi 
which they double the C^pc of Good liope. 

Tut 17th, i8di, and 19th, die wieather was fine 
although fogK^ '> we perceived a furge coming frooi 
the Weft, much always precedes a wind from that 
quarter. Laft night we law a lecoad luminous ap« 
pearance, and in the afternoon a Whale to the $. W« 
Sk l£?ague and a half from us. They imagined in tfac 
motning, that they faw a fea fowl, called the Mou&Oii 
deCap, or Cape Sheep.f This bird is found i(i dig 
Iatitu4a of the C^ of Good Hope. 

t Caikll ij the Eagliih, AlbatroAe. Tlieir wingc, wkea tt^ 
1kad«4»^ will meafafe tea feet^ fbmetimes more, and have one 
xnofc joint tkaa the wings ^tf. other buds ; for thit rea(bn, if they 
ftre put on their feet opon deck, they cannot fly aw«jf« being 114^: 
ibk io rife ; hot from the water. T. 

O B S E R. 
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OBSEkVATIONS on the SKY, WINDS, 

and BIRDS. 

THE ftars to the Eaftward fecm to be more lu- 
minous than thofe to weftward. One may diftinguifb 
befides the crofs of the fouth, the magellanick Con- 
ftellation, which are two white clouds^ formed by 
multitudes of little ftars. One fide of which are feen 
two fpaces more dark than the other parts of the 
Iky. 

In approaching the Line, the twilight decreafes 
fo . much, that the day is almoft entirely diftin6t 
from the night. It is eafily explained, why the twi- 
light increafcs with the refraftion of the rays toward 
the poles. In thefe regions, fcarcely inhabited, light 
is mingled with thedarknefs, cfpecially in the Aurora 
Borealis, which in all places, is the greater, the lefs 
the fun is elevated above the horizon. How very 
inconvenient would it have been, had the night be- 
tween the tropics partaken of day light. The night 
feems made for the Blacks of Africa, who wait the 
clofe of day, that they may dance and revel : 'Tis at 
this time, that the wild beafts of thefe parts come to 
refrefh themfelves in the rivers, and that the turtles 
go on Ihore to lay their eggs. Is there ndt then a 
a fenfible heat in the rays of the fun, although refrac- 
ted ? The torrid zone would have been uninhabitable, 
had there been long twilights. In other refpefts, the 
night in thefe climates is finer than the day. The ri« 
(ing moon difpcls the vapours with which the air. is 
impregnated. I have fo often made this remark, that 
I am of the failors opinion, who fav that the moon 
fwaliows up the clquds. On the other hand, can the 

influence 
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oAvici^ct 6( the moon upon 9ur atmofphere be deni«^ 
ed^ whcd we allow it to hart ib g^eat a one upon the 
ocean *; 

Oi^ thb fide the Line^ the Winds in general are 
1M. E. aiid on the other Iid6, S. E« Thde wind^ ap- 
pcur to vifc from the 4ir b^ing dilattifd by the furi^ 
tfi^d refle^ed bf the j^ok^; The S. B^. winds extend' 
Aither than the K; E» as may be feeh l^y the journal 
t^winids; They are commonly met with in three or 
four degrees of N. latitude. The S- pole is moreover 
colder man the Ni perhaps becaufe the (un is longer 
on the northern fide. Navigiators who ha\^'attempt* 
td to difcover the fbuthern continent,' have itouiid ic$ 
in forty-five degrees -fi 

Thbsb wifids continually waft to Anietica^ '^he va« 
^ours raifed by ihe fun from the Atlantic. . TI\ofe tfi 
the South- Sea, ierve to fertilize -a part of Afiaahd' 
Africa. The WiA4 iri general bloWs harder by* da/ 
tiian by night. 

WiTitout cloudsr there would bof no f ivef s ; and 
dicy do not contribute tefs t^ the beauty of the H^^' 
iMns, than to the fruitfulnefs of the Earth. 

I H aVc frt^uently admired the riCma ahd fettihg (^ 
the fun : 'tis a fbeftacle not lefs difficult to dcfcribe 
than tb'pairtt. Figure" to yoiirielf the hori^roii of a 
beautiftfl orange colour,* tinged ^<rith green^ which as' 
it approaches t) the zenith, li^fes itielf in a lilach^ 

• ThU if a part of natural philofophy which bas been very lit- 
t\e Atuttdicd to by the learned ;,it is commoQl^ faidt that ihe print 
cipal chaages of the weaker, occur at Lhe-rtme of new ana fiiU 
AOQo ; ana more particularly when ihe is neareft (he earth. ?*• . 

f And foihe hfve failed ai far as 56 deg. before they met wit& 

D hue 
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hue, while the reft of the iky is of a moft glorious? 
blye. Thexlouds floatingtoianti-fro of a ;ciea:r]peari* 
coloured grt:y,' fometimes difpofed in 'iori^' f&eaks bF 
crimfon or fcarlet •, all the tints lively, diftinft/'aiid* 
bordered with a fringe of gold. 
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• Owe evening* the clouds to-the<^w^ftv^ardyappeai»-s. 

cd 4n. the' fhape di a vaft '-net?, like bkek-filk.' ' AsC 

foon as the ftin .l)egan to pafs behiM it;~-efifeh^'mafti hf^ 

the net looked as if it raiiM in a-thread'of-gold The^ 

gold then "changed into flame colour arid fcarlet, and- 

the deeper part of the Iky was coloured with liglvt* 

teints of purple,, green,- and &y blue. - ■ 

•- . . . 

- A STRANQE Variety of landfcapes afe frequently 

formed in the fky,, in which the moft uncoutti figure^: 

prefent themfelves to the imagination. We fee in. 

them, promontories, ileep- and l^ugged rw:fcs^. .to^prs^ 

aad villages,^ oyer which the light diflFufcs ^IL the co-- 

k^urs of the prifin. * 'Tis to„th^ briUi^c)f.:iQC their 

colours we muft^Attribuxe.the. beauty, of t|je bird3 of 

Ih<£a,. and the Ihell-filh of thefe feas';. butwhy.ara 

not the birds of the fea of thefe countries fb handfome 

^s ours P^Iwill refervethe examiriatido ofthis^prob- 

lennL to. another article ;. arid now defcribe Jto youjchofc 

I faw flyirig, about our fliip^ with the Jiamcs. given^ 

them by feafaring people. You may imagine that 

this, defcjriptioa cannot be a Very accurate bae*. 

.. Th e bird moft commonly, met with in all latitudes,^ 
IS a fpeciea of fwallow *, or fialcyop,. called by. the; 

- • Takcrr for the kmg*s fifher, or a ijjecicj of k». 'McigeVde^ 
fcription of the Alcyon, in his diftionary, differs totally from the- 
author's, and is as follows* ** A fea-bird, that 14ys her eggs oit» 
** the fanrds — S^hc is a little bigger than a fparrow ; her feather* 
♦••purple, mixed with white; her neck long and ftnall;- her bill* 
*' green, long, and /lender." It is faid when (he lays, be the 
fea never fo (lormy, it becomes prefently calm, until the young 
bs hatched and brought up, which is the fpace of forty days. T, 

Eriglilh 
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Httglifh, the Joul-'watber bird^ or pftreU . It is of a 
blackijQi brown^ flcimson the furface of the .water, 
and ip .ba4 weather follows the wake of the Ihip,. It 
i^ probable that why it follows fhips at that tiftic^ is 
to find a fhelter from the wind ; fof the fame rea&ri 
it flies between. i:h(itwQ.i^irge& in fcimming the water's 
edge* ; ^ , 

As.high'upaS C^pe fiAifterre We faw fbme fea- 
inews, the wings of which are bordered with black. 
They are abqut the fizeof a duck, and fly, fluttering 
their wings^ oh the furface of the fea. They do n<jfc 
fly far froni lahd, whither they retire every evening* 

We faW the frigate-birds ' firfl: in 2 and half deg. 
of N. latitude. They were thought to come from 
^he Ifland of Afcenfion, which, is in 8 dee;, S. lati- 
tude* . In . form and fiie, they are like a fto^k, arc. 
black . and whit^, havt wings that extend a great way, 
and they have a lon^ neck* The males have under 
their bills, a puff of flcin, round as a ball, and red as 
fcarlet. This is the lightefl: of all fea-birds. It, 
never refts upon the water, yet is feen three hundred 
leagues, fron) Jand, whither, 'tis afiirmed, that it re- 
turns every evening to rooft'. . 

The booby is fqmething larger, but more com- 
paft. It is white, mingled.with grey, and dives when 
purfuing its prey, which is fifti. The point of its 
beak hooks downwards J and the fides of it are full 
df little filarjp points, which aflTift it in feizing its prey. 
The frigate-bird is at war with the booby, which is 
better furniflied with arrris, although the former has 
ipore fwiftnefs and cunning, When the booby has 
filled its craw with filh, the frigate attacks it, and 
itiikes it give up its fpoils, which it receives in the 
air. . •,, 

P 2 Tut 
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This goeUttes^ are found in great ftbcks^ dc-- 
QOte (hallow water, and that me land is near. 
Tbcjr are white, and by their flight and Ihapc may 
be taken > for pigeons* 

The envirgure * is a bird fomething bi|^er, of the 
height of a large duck* It is white under the belly, 
and of a greyifh brown on the yfings and back« It 
takes its nanie from the g^eat extern of its #ings. 

Tntiamers^ are found only near thetape of Good 

Hope.' They are as big as p^ons, have a black 

h*ad and tail, a white belly, the back and wings 

Marked regularly with black and white^ like the 

checks of a dra\%ht-board. 

After the dkmim'wt faw the inovtffft-dt-cap % *ci$ 
i bird fomething larger than a goofe, has a flefli-cd- 
loured beak, very extertfive wings, mixed with grey 
and white. They are feldom found but in the lati- 
tude of the Cape of Good Hope. I havd feen aH'thefe 
birds at reft upon the water except the frigate Ifird 
and Ae envergure. Tb^ fight of tnem is an indica- 
tion of the latitude, when^ we have been many days 
withput taking an obfervatioft, <5r when the ctfrfettts 
have made us lofe way in our lon^tude* It is to be 
wilhed that able feamen would give the world their 
obfervations hereon. Some ^cics do not go fai* 
frdm theJand, and rooft there every night. Gbelefi'es^ 
fceh out at fca, are figns of fpme land, or broken 
focks being hear; but tUt mancbes^e'VeUurs^ or Jia--. 
me'WSy are a certain token of its neighbourhood; 

There are alfo fome fpecies of bladedgrafs, or 
floating alg^^ which Ihould be attended to* Thefe 

* Not* mentioned in the Encyclopedic T. 

feveral 
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ftveral notices may be of ufe, ihftead of a method which 
is not yet difcovered, of determining the longi« 
tude. They make an obfervation ol th(e varia- 
tion morning and evening ; but this is not to be 
depended on. One cannot every day iee the iun 
rife and fet 5 moreover the variation, which is 
the declinafion of the needle, varies from onfe year 
t0 another under ch^ fame meridian. 
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The ift^ the weftcrly winds having announced 
.thcmfelves, we now ho|)ed we fhould foon double 
the Cape. 

The 2d, the neceflary precautions for . this pur- 
pofe were taken. New cordage was put to the wheel 
of the rudder, and fome additional ones to the 
ihrouds, for fecuring the mafts. We bent four new 
fails. The boats, and all things that were moveable 
on board, were ftrpngly lalhed. The wind was very. 
frelh. We faw fome birds, but the frigates no longer- 
appeared. 

The 3d, 4th, and ^th, — each day the wind was 
very frefh, except yefterday when it fubfided a little. 
We faw every day a prodigious number of gceUttes^ 
mcutons^ and damiers^ and the Cape reed^, which re- 
fembles the long trumpet ufed by Ihepherds. -The 
failors make a kind of trumpets of thefe hollow ftalks. 
The fea was covered with furf, another fign of our 
being near the Cape. Fifteen men are rendered un- 
fit for fervice by the fcurvy. 

The 7th at noon, a bird of the fize of a goofe, 
with fhort wings, tawny coloured and brown, ahead 
like a hen, ^ ihort tail, fhaped like a leaf of trefoil, 
has fixed upon our mafts for fome time. By all the 
bearings, we ought to find the Cape hereabouts. 
Saw the fame birdsi 

The 9th, diforders and dejedlion increafe in the 
Ihip. One of the mates died of the fcurvy. 

• EnglLli failors call it trnnk-wccd. 7*, 

The 



'The i^th,'/as the iea appeared grecnifhV "wc 
founded, but- found no bottonfi. The wind verv 
frefli, and a;;^eat fea. . . - . 

■ The i-jtht ^^^ ^^ length c-»me into foundii!gs of 
ninety-five fathonas, a muddy and greenifli bottonh 
J'hi$ rejoiced us exceedingly. The gre^t . depth 
jCoriviiTced us *that 'We had loft way to the weftvvardv 
We Taw two Ihips, one a-ftern, the otI>er' over" bur 
ftarboatd. cat-head. The foundings afccrtain where 
we are, bur inform us, that we have mifrectconcd 
above twp hundred leagues in our journal; ^ . 

* The 15th, blew frefli/ .The veflel a-ftiem^lioilted 
Englifl^ colours, and foon pafled by us a^ >'botit 
a league - and 4 half to leeward. The other hoffted 
French colours, and as ftie was before the wind,* Ilie 
iowercd' her Taijs in order to join us, bearing ifp as 
near ai? fhfe dotrld. -' 0\ir captain did not think pto- 
|>cr to come tor, fhe proved to^'be the Digue man of 
y^ar, that, failed a month before tis.' Towiirds' even- 
ing ihe hpifte^ ^11 Jier fails, and fteered in.ovirjcovirfe. 

. . . ' . . .-: • ., . • 

* The 17th, improved calip» We faw fqme whales 
and aorados. ' ' • - , , 

TjfE i8th in the rnorning we had a gale of wind, 
that obliged us to remaih til} eleven at night under 
our mizehl f here rofe at the ejctremity of each wave 
a white powder like the dyft blown by the wind along 
a road; At ifeven o'clock we fl^ipped .a fea. at the 
great cabbin windows.' At eight* o'clock it hailed, 
and at midnight the weatjier grew fine^ • 



»^ ■^ * f • * • 



The 2 2d, the wind very frefti and a rolling /(^v 
The opinion of the Ancients that the we^the^J^.a^ 
cahn during the folftice, was erroneous, t have .this 

P i|. afternoon 



^fi[en>oQ^ re^ an obfervation in D^tn^f '6 yoyieef^ 
tluM; the ij^n^.$ 4^^PP^^^ .^ about ^rce in the altert 
Aoon hchiad grange of riigh and thick clouds, is .4 
fign of a^-wJ^nt IronTi. .When I went upon declti 
the flcy'di^vcred ?^IJ diefe figns 4«i9rib?d 'by 




Tk* ^M^ ^^ Half paft twelve in th,e nIgHt, %,gt^zt 
fea'beat'^in' four of the five great; cabbm-iwindows^ 
though the dead-lights wtrc oarred like a St. An- 
drevfs crofs. The veffel pitched^ as if £be woul4 
Jtiave Itood ^n 6nd in tbg^ater. Hearing the noife^ 
I • opened" tfie door of my chamber, which v^z^ in- 

Santly fiU$d with water and fhe furniture- that floated 
f (^put. Thp water ran bv^t at the door of the great 
Rabbin Jikc thp ^uce of mlU 5 abov^f thirty Iw^fbeadsi 
of water came in by this accident, ^hc' carpenter^ 
ypsre called, li^hfs. were broughit, and new board^ 
nailed againl^ tlae windows is qujcldy ^ P^^^j^i 
•\Ve now Mn under a mi^cn,, and the wind >nd k^ 
were truly frightful. 

This ^iforder was ftarcely put to rights, before 
a larg^ chcft that iferyed for a table, full of fait and 
bottles of champagne, ?^rpkc its lalKings. The rolU 
jng of the Ihip threw it to a^d fro \ikt a die. This, 
enormous hpk weighed n[iany tons, ^n^ thrcf tened u^ 
'!prith being cruihed t;o pieces in our ro<),ms. At lal^ 
it burft open,' "ar|,d tl\e bottles rolling about anc^ 
arealdhg, Caufed a confufion that is inejcpreflible. 
^h^ caf penDirs retijrned, ^d v/ith th^ grestt^ft diffin 
culty replaced and faftenecl it. " . -• - 

TasroUingof the fhip notfuffering me to fl^p; 

J.5 Uy down upon the bed' in my boots and morning-! 

Ijbwh : my dog feemed in the greateft fright, anc( 

Irfliki I aitoufed myfelf with footning him, I faw a 

iia{h 6f lightening through the crevis of the porthole. 



llQfl 1)€^ it (hwder, '7was aboj^t half ^paft thfee 
)h t))f morxiing. In a tQoment, a lecoiid claj^ of thuJOb 
^ %^)!^> ^^ ^^^ 4og b^ah to j^ about and hoviU 
The U^ning flafbed ^aijo ji;(i an initajqi; Th)i9dcf 
jrpn^fcCatcly foUowjijg, 7. kar4 ^em cnr put jipj^ 
fleck, th|Lt fome fbip w^ io danger ^ JA j(lM^ .|t|ie hq^ 
Va3 Jikc the report <^ a ^aijnph ^fire4 ^^ Jiff, a« 'i|i 
4id jiot roU at aU* perqemng 9 (Irpi^ ^ell of ^- 
phnx^i went upon cje;:k, .?nd img^fdiauiiy f^h j^ 
ifxccffively cold, gyery tliing wa^ ^}^U ^4 .^ 
fiigjit fo dark, I could diftinguUb not|ttM, I pre- 
fe^y perceived fomebody neajr me, and aiwda^ ^h^t 
jrzs 'th^ matter ? Thp jmau anf^ercd-j '♦ Tk^ ^ 
^' f af7iQg Ithc Quarter-mafter to lifts i)itth ^ hf i)j@ 
**' fainted away, and fp Ijias thf |*iIot, Thp ^jin!^ 
V tm feUen unpn the ihip, an4 My?m Jhe njaiflil 
^ >maft." Indeed, | loiii^ the ffiain-tpp-Ji*! vafl4 
jyas fallen upon the ipain^tpp, jS[cijher maff ngr 
rigging appeared, the g tew wjrg aU refi^d to A? 
Councjl-tCnamher *, 

TwEy niadc a ring Ujpon the fow^rcajlfc, Th( 
thunder had defcended fp far along th^ naaft. A wo- 
inan who had juft lain in, had feeh a globe of fire at 
the foot of her bed ; yet nobody couM difaoyef ^y 
?rtce of ^e ftre, — Pay ligh? was looked for with in> 
patience, 

At day break I again went upon deck. Spii^t 
^ty blacic clouds^ i^peaned, and others of a cpppef 
^bur. The wind ifas wefterly, where the hprizpn 
^ippeared of a flainin^ r^d^ as if die {x^ was going tQ 
pvt in that qqarter. The £aft was totally black. 
Tiie fca form^ monftrous wayes, that rofe Ij^e 
pointed mountains^ compofed of a num^r of fnoaUej^ 
mils; outhfcif fuxtiinits were rai&d ipoiuls Qf fpainf!) 

^ Tbere is no Council-Chamber ip our £ndi(h l!up»» nor ^ I 
Ifaow whit f^ih (9.csl]|ed by (he f'renchiQ^ tlieirs. T. 

coloured 
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coloured Ijkejg many rainbows. They were throttn 

io hig^ -'■ "^ """tar from the quarter-deck, tp' be 

liightjr >ps.. The wind made; fo Wut^tl 

poile'ii , fh'at we coiild fcarcely he^- eath 

jBther {] an before rhe wind undcfa rfiizen 

■finly. the _t6p-maft hung from the hiid 

V the : 'hich was fpUc in eight placeS"^ 

;» Tcyel ck, Five of the iron rifigS'Vith 

^luch i,' were melted. ' The ga^girays 

■ we're C( he broken pieces of the top, Vrid 
ipain t( ; the rffirtg of the fpn, the"wind 

" alio roie with ^ redoubled and inexpreffible ferry; 

The 'JJiTp no longer to t>e guided by the helm,' went 

' whicHway ibeverthewindotthe waVesdroveher. Th^ 

mizeh-fail fiaving gibed its braces, broke foon after j 

■ the fwcc Yiri':h whloi it w^' contipually' iiriking agajnf^ 
■ tfie niaft, we 'feared' would have broken the latter by 

" the board. ' Iri an inftant, the fbrecaftle was under 
water. The waves broke over th^ larboard cat-head. 
;' in fo much, that the bowfprit was not tt> be feen. 
Qqud? 6f fprf inyndated pvei} as high as the poop. 
The fliip, by pot fteering, prefented her fide to the 
waves, and , at every roll took in water even to the 
foot of the ipain-maft, and rofe agjun wifh the utmoft 
(Jifiiculty, I .. . .. ■ 

The Captain in this moment of danger, called out 
to iIk: Pilots to put before the wind -, bu^ the yftflel 
copld not be in the leaft affeitpd by the helm. He 
(Midcfed the failors to reef the mizen, which the wind 
was carrying away piece-mpal -, the poor fellows were 
(heitering themfelves under the quarter-dcok{ fome 
crying, others fallen on their knees, and praying. 1 
crept along the larboard gangway, griping fait by th^ 
tackling, and was followed by a Dominicamiwho was 
fhaplain of thelhip, apaflenger, and by fcyeraLof 
the feamcn,. and we at length did reef the fail, tjibuglj 

above 
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stbfivc halfof it was carried away. ' They, yf an ted tq 
fiave bent a ftay-fail, in order to put before* tjie wind, 
but it V^as torn like a fheet p/ paper, . • 

We remained then |ike a log, rolling abput in ^ 
moft fright Alt manner ^ hiving one time let go the 
taclcle I held by, I (lid as far as thp foot of the main- 
' maft, where the water was ""up to my knees. In 
fliort, next to God, we were indebted for our fafety, 
tp the ftrei?gth of the ihip, and to her having three 
decks, without which fhe myft have filled. Thus we 
were tofled about till the evening, when the ftorm 
abated. The moveable furniture was almoft entirely 
tppfy-turvy, or broken to pieces : and I more thaa 
once found hiyfelf upright on my feet upon the wain-r 
fcot of niy cabbin. 

Such was the tribute that we paid in the ftreights 
of Mozambique *. The pallage through which is 
ihore dreaded by feameii, than doubling the Cape of 
Good Hope. The Officers declared, they nev^r faw 
Ip great a fea. All the upper works of the fhip were 
fo maken by it, that into the joints of the pilafters of 
the gf eat cabbin, I put mutton bones, which were 
criimed to pieces by the play of the timbers! 

* 

Thi; ?4th, at foyr ifi the morning it fell calm, the- 
&a was ftill very high. The people worked hard all 
day, in bringing the main-yard to its right place, and 
in fitting two fifhes to ftrengthcn the main-m'aft. The 
effects of the lightening are not to be defcribed. The 

* In this flnit the Aamra Frigate^ with the Eafl-India Super* 
vifors oh board, is fuppofed to have been 16ft. The Portugueze 
have a lafge f'ttlementat Mozambrqae, which ii fituated on an 
iHand in 15 dfg. S.' Tl^e town is populous and well fortified | 
and. the harbour faie and commodious. T, 

Thb 
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iD^i^ipaft is ijpUt in a zig-zag^ five feet pf the nwji 
irtfhiediatcly un<kr the tOp, i$ fplintcred, forward, 
cfir to^vards the head of the ihip \ thai five feet on 
the afterfide, or towards the ftern, is fplintcred ; and 
fo five feet alternately, the whole l^igth of the mail 
to the decH v^ that the found on the one fide, anfwers 
to the fhatt^fed on the other. In thefe crack$ I could 
not perceive any fmell or blacknefs, the wood being 
of it';5 ufvjal colour* 

We faw fome Moytons de C^p. The weath<Jr 
JciUcd the remain^ of our live ftock, and doubled the 
namber of r^en fick of the fcurvy. 

The a^th, was fpew in belaying and fattening the 
two filhes round the maft •, they were two pieces of 
timber^ forty-^five feet long, hollowed out in grooves, 
to 6t the circumference of the maft. Every man put 
his Hand to this work> on account of the fickly ^ate 
of the crew. A Whale paflcd us, within piftol ftiOt, 

it was fcarccly th^ length gf the long boat, 

. Ths %^^ itiiddHng 'wwther ; f> dcum was fuhj 
according to cufto(n» to thank God for having paff 
the Cape, ^4 the Straits of Mozambicjue. 

The 27th, we completed the maft fo far, that it 
wtHiH carry the main fail- Qne man died of the 
fcurvy ; and twenty-one mcnwere rendered unfit for 
fervicc by ficknefs. 

The 29th, a child of only eight days old died of 
the fcurvy. There are now twenty-dght failors ia 
the Lazarette^ To make out the watch, we lyivc 
been forced to, take the domeftick fervants that are 
qh board,, and aljTo x^ ^afie^gers, th^t z>x^ not of tl¥& 
Gteq^j Cabbin., 

Th5. 
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The jothy out uneifcfiftefe was tnctt0iA; J^y Hit 
tnelafichol/ condition of the ctew. Hcirt the wfte^'l^ 
winds are at an eiwf. We keep in a high fatifti^ ' 
that we may have the S» W. winds which blow aon* 
ftantly hereabouts, and endeavour to keep xo ^md* 
ijeard of the iiland of Rodbri^^ to ttm.e the* t(k 
of France with the grcstter certaulty, ' 



OBSERVAtlONS that might fee of ufe f* 
lite bettfet Gownwiient of feanten. 

I'HE^.E (fid not ictfifn^ to «ie to' l3« a proper 
foboirdinat^n among the officers ^ t1^ fi]^r]<m liio 
afraid of the intorelt of their inferiors. ITh^ e^iii^ 

rut of thefe appointments being obtai^ Vf^vbur^ 
do noc think that ai^ audxoricy caa be <j^b)flbed 
«nong them as it ought to be^ and ^tv^ h^im 
depeadent upon the manners of ch# fef^m t^WA^^ 
ed, isp art my opinion^ without itmedy^ 

No Ihip fliould ftay more than three months at fca^ 
without going into port. The failors have not water 
enou^ *or a longer tfi^, ih thck hot bliiiJate^j 
being frequently reduced to half-a-pint a day. Could 
not that part of the fliip, where the ballaft is put, be 
divided into leaden cifterns and filled with freih 
water ; or could not fome kind of wax or maftic be 
found out, with which the cafks might be done over 
to prevent the water from corrupting. It is fome- 
times fo much tainted^ and fo full of worms, as to^be 
really intolerable. 

As for the fait Water, that is rendered fielh by ^ 
nwrhkie^ it is not thought wholefomes b^fides^ a 
great deal of fea^cpal mult be taken on board, which 

occupies 
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occupies €00 ^uch room; and is fubjeft to take. fire ; 
arid the additional dangeroys inconvenience of keep^ 
irig ^ Furnace burning night jmd day..* 

* Th^ ie^men are.vcry^ill vidfualkdv tlieir bircuit 
IS full ^f Worijns ; the fait bce^ in a Ihort time, be- 
ironies both a difagreeable and unwKoIeibnie food; 
Could not provifidns be dreified and preferveB m fatl 
The Great Cabbin was ferved with meat fo prepared^ 
which kept as well as the faltcd beef* 

When on fliore, the failors Villfpeiid as mucK 
taoney in a week, as they have been a year in earning. 
i fliould think each man might * be pnoyidpd^ with 
proper cloathing, which they ftibuld be oMigfed^to 
take care of, by the frequent nevlews of its condition? 
by proper officers. Svtch ' a precamion* would cer- 
tainly^ in fome degree, pitvent their extravagance... 
Several otker-regulations niight be thought of,* which- 
properly attended to • by* the officers^ - would tend 
much to 'their cleanlinefs and' decent appearance. 
The major part of thcfe poor fellows need always bcr 
under a tutor. . . 



* Experience has ihewfl» that Dr. Jrvin's metliod is of grestt^^ 
ilimty. t^ 
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: THE . Jd/ This tVenm^ ofte'^cif : the' carpeiifcfl 
died of the. fcurvy •^: forty people are now ill of kf 
^nd it; m^es a fenfible progrefs, . owing :to the ar«* 
halttf }Q||s from the hold fiUed .wttii mafts/ that have 
for a lorijg tir^e been layng. in mud, - 



The 9th, one of the failors upon the watch died 
fuddenly. We h^ve-aiirbccri very faint^and. weakio- 
day ; fomb have, had vectigoes and flcknefs at theiif 
ftom^^ . We are, ndtwithitanding^ ihore than 'one 
hundred leagues to windward, of any known land.. 

. The- irth, fair windv fixty-fix of die men are 
now lick in ' their beds j if we Ihould remain eigh* 
days longer at fea, we muft infallibly periflt 

The 1 2th, fine weather aiitd iea ; there aie no more 
than three foremaft men to each watch} the officers 
and paffengers help to work thc.fhip, :\ ;• ^. . : t . 

Th£ i 3th, at half paft eight this morning, land 
appeared* . ,We are fo caft down, that-the .news re- 
joices no body. Eighty men* ate How ,01 ''With the 
.diftemper. 

•* ' ' « 

.'" .-'• »♦»' ^ ^ 

The. 14th,. on approaching the land^^ mar^jf oj iJte 
pcojple found'themfdycfiic^. - 1 felt uneafinpfe all oyer: 
me, an^ fweated abundantly. We hoifted rfifrcolour*' 
and fired guns for aiTiftahce ^ but a pilot aione.camA 
oii board.^ He. told us of the diflferences a^nohg the 
chief people of the ifland, about which^ ; I fuppofe^' 
he thought us very anxious; on the^othcf band^ 
many of thp people on board ^yae of .^^iniyp^ that 
^ ' * * the 
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the complaints and miferies we had laboured undefi^ 
would be a matter of grea^ coQcera ta the inhabitants 
on fhore. 

Wr|«^eflt)y W't t6 (Mtr'i^, t#o fmiii iiihalSted 
^feildby calfed-RouttSrliknd^ add the I^ of Serpents i 
we nsiot pBiSkA witblit gun^ihot of Q>in M iOin^ ano- 
dier iflabd onr the kft. We kept at a good<dUlia^# 
from the Ihore, on accouhrof the Ikoaii- OtPrntOusi 
Cannoniers^ 



^ . 



At half p^ dne^ iri' the aftt^ooA^ W enteitd ^ 
hkrboup^ two hours afters I kndckl; thanking God 
finrhcwiftg driivered ixve fvom the daiigiu^ andwigues 
of fd-dreaittuir a* Tofi^. 

Wewerc-aJt fia four moiitkr ahd twelve dfejrs^ with*. 
«iit tDiichk^ ajc my porr^ Acconding tb my journal^ 
we have £iiicd about three thoufaiid eight hundred 
marine, or four thoufand feven hundred common 
leagnert aad haVe loft ^i&^^tsti peifons, iiicluding the 
three imaf canfiai away by tbe fea^ and one who died 
as he was goimr Ji^hbn^ 




ATiOl'f S on this SCUk VY. 



THE fcurvy Is occafioned by the bad quality oi 
tiH fft"^aiidr m the prorifions. The- officers^ who 
iK^b^tt^ M'aiid better lodgcfd than thefaibrst, aro 
^ Ufl^ aictikked by this dtfb>der,^ which a9e£b 
t^ift^thd^fliifRais on board: my dog ^*as very much 
fit^fetetf^WiA' it. There is no abfolutcr cure for it,' 
iMt^^ftiiiof the latld and the ufe of frelh vegetables,' 
dtfce«g1f • l^xfe artf foii>e palliatives wMch- may mo- 
4<>ftito"itfi' <0eSi$ I as tlie' ufe of rice,, atid iiquorsr,* 

cofiee. 
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toffee, and abfkinence from all faked provifiohs. 
Great rirtues are attributed to the ufe of turtle, but- 
like other prejudices, this is adopted by feafnen upori 
flight grounds only. At tbt Gape or Goo4 Hppe^* 
where there are no turtles, the leurvy is cured a» 
quickly as in the hofpital at the Ifle of France, where 
the patient is fed with broths of this animal. OA' 
our arrival, almoft every body ufed this remedy; 
but not being fond of turtle, I did not eat of it^ - but 
of frelh vegetables •, I was well before any of them; 



•^ «»•« 



The fcurvy's firft fymptoms is a general laflitude \ 
the fick perfon wiflies for reft, is uneafy in his mind^ 
and difgufted with every things -tall day long he is 
in difquiet, and is only relieved (torn it by' the night i 
it's next, are red fpots on his breaft and legs, and 
bleeding ulcers, in the gums. Th^re are frequently 
no external fymptoms ; but, if a maij gets the uightcft 
wound imaginable, it is incurable, while at fca -, and 
makes the moft, rapid proerefs. I myfclf h^d a vf rjp 
flight wound at the end of my finger^ jin .thrc« weeki 
the fore had taken off the flcin entirely j aQ4 pou 
withftarlding all the remedies that were applied, ex-^ 
tended itfelf to my hand. A few days after my 
landing), it healed of itfelf. Before the .fick were, 
landed, they took c^re to expofe thqm fpr a whole" 
day to the air from the fliorp.\ Notwithftanding thefe 
precautions, it coft one man his life, who was not ablp 
to bear the change*. : f . *- - ' ' 






1 CANNOT defcribe toyou the miierabje: fi'tuatioa 
y^e were in at our arrival* Figure to yowrfelf a Ihip,^ 
with-it'a niain maft fl^attered to pieces, by lightening,' 
with a waft upon it's enfign, and firing minute-guns 
as fignals of diftrefs ; failors more like fpeftres than 
mc^, fittiagupOn 4'ecki' the^fcuctles aJUvopen and 
wiijt^ng ^vapour that infefted the gir|^ the fgrecailk 

JE ^ 'and 
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and foop 'cdvndl mth iick men, expofed theit fof 
the beMdit of ^tbe fa% and ^fao xiied eren tehile 
ipeaking t»tus. I ihall never foc^ a lad t^f d^teei^ 
years old, to ivhom I hid promifed fotne kmodadib 
nbe etrening befoie. I w^ Peeking for faim amoiig 
die reft, i^men diey Ihcwed Hm to me, lying dead in 
tAie codk«4txmi« 
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LETTER V. 



NAUTICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

« 

BE F O RE I give trou an account of die IBe of 
Fmhce, i (half adq to my journal the obfcrva- 
Cions of the moft abk ibamen upon the voyage ire 
have made* 



,, llEGtrLAii as the trade winds are in general, they 
are, notvithihmding, variab)je along the coaft, and 
in tbe neighbourhood of HlarKis. 

A Baatzs blows off* the land almoft evei^ night, 
along the ^flxores of the great continents. This wind 
Uowmg. in a different duefbion from the lea brtesse, 
brings the clouds together into ^ne long niot3onle& 
irange, which vefleb rarely fail feeing as t:hey ap^ 
ptx>ach tiie land. 

Near the coaib^ it is in general, ftormy, el^ 
ctally in t&e neighbourhod oi iflands^ The winds 

in 
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in thefe parts vary much. At the Canariesj the SL 
and S. E, winds blow fometimea for eight days fuc- 
celfively. 

Ths trade winds' are firft met with, about twenty- 
eigbt degrees Noirth latitude j but they feldom x:on- 
tinue fo far as the Line. An experienced feaman has 
given me the following account 'q£ the ceafing of the 
trade winds, which he has with much labour colieft- 
ed from more than two hundred and fifty journals dF 
this voyage : 

In January, between the 5th and 4th degrees of 

North latitude. 
In February, between the 5th and 3d degrees. 
In March and April, between the 5tn ^rid 2d degrees. 
InMay^ between the 6th and 4th degrees. 
In June, in the i oth degree, 
in July, in the 1 2 th degree. 
In Auguft and September, between the 1 4th and 1 3 th 

degrees. 
And during the months of Oftober, November, and 
December, they blow as far as the Line.* 

f Between the trade a,nd the general winds^' by 
which is meant the trade *winds fouthward 61 the 
Inine, the wind is variable and ftormy . The g'eneril 
winds extend much fartherthan the tirade •, tiiey reach 
as far as twenty-eight degrees fouth. Beyotid ^Kich 

• The fotkihern trade wind has been tno\<m to blowfknher 
north -cban the Line ; and the iiorthero, at other times, to 'h^ e»« 
tended tD the fbadioiard of the Line : hot this rsrely happens. T. 

t B. Van»ii]i8» in ^h^offraphia GenenaHs^ ^ives 4 ftartioular 
Kcoant 4>f the winds» {t^ 20. am^ zi.) and of the variarion of 
the needle, fc^* 38.}— ^and in the appendix preHxei by iir^/aac 
AVw/fl/r, and Dr. Jurivf to the edition they pablifhed in 17 li, 
{pagf 3 1 4«i/ 49.) are collected Dr. Hai!ey^% obfervations i4>oa xi^ 
iamc lubjeds. T, 

E 2 latitude 
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latitude the winds vary more, than in the fcas of 
Europe j and the higher the latitude the more, violent 
they^are ; blowing generally front the N. to N. W/- 
and from the N. W. to the §. S. W. — when they 
get round to the S. a calm fuccecds. 

r 

, Near the Cape of Good Hope, S. E. and E. S, E. 
winds are frequently met with. It is a general 
maxim to keep to the windward of the place intended 
to be made -, yet not too much fo, as the ftiip would 
make too much leeway. It is bell to crofs the Line 
as much to the Eaftward as poflible. 

' If a ftiip is in want of provilions, fhe may be bet- 
ter fupplied at the Cape de Verd Iflands than at Brafil, 
where they are very dear ; befides that, the air of the 
place is very uijwholfome. Turtle is catched in 
great plenty at the ifland of Triftan d*Aconia, but 
water is hard to be got, on account of the trefes, 
which grow in the fea. ';'. 

It is dangerous to put in at the Cape of Good Hope 
from Apql to September-, but the >nchorage is per- 
feftly {afe ^t Falfe-bay^ which is very little diftant. 
.Jf a veflel miffes the Ifle of France,, k may put in at 
Madagafcar, at Port Dauphin, or Bay of Antongil > 
but there are dangerous epidemical" difteAipers, and 
hurricanies on that coaffi, , which laft from Oftober 

till May. 

• .•■.: •■>• .' . : ; 

^* • 

. .Returning to Europe, there is St. Helena, an 
Englifli fettlement; and the ifland" of Afcehfion, 
where, however, nothing can be got but turtle. In 
nime of war, the two iflands are commonly cruizing 
ftations, all fliips from the other fide of the Cape 
endeavour to make them, in order, to afcertain their 
rpute. 

The 
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The charts moft in repute aroMonfieur Dkpre*s ; 
failors are alfo much indebted to the ^earned and 
modeft Abbe de CaiUe. But the geography of thefe 
parts is yet very imperfeft. The longitude of the 
Canaries, and of the Cape de Verd iflands, is not 
well laid down. Between Cape Blanco and Cape 
Vewlv the chart fays, there are thirty-nine leag\jes 
.difference, although there really are not twenty. 

A SHO AL is fufpefted to be at about twenty minutes 
South of the Line, and about twenty-three degrees 
ten minutes longitude: in 1764, two French fhips 
touched the bottom, 

, SEAMfeN are liable to be led into great errors by 
the currents. I am of opinion, that nothing certain 
relative to them can be determined upon, *till a 
method is difcovered, of afcertaining the quantity of 
a (hip's leeway: even the angle ftie forms with her 
Wake, will not lead to a decilion of this matter •, be- 
caufe the fhip and her trace have one caufe, the 
ftjip's motion. 

The h^rdinefe of the navigators, who firft made 
thefe voyages, without experience and without charts, 
cannot be fufficiently admired. Thofe of the prefent 
day have much more information, and lefs refolution. 
Navigation i$ become a mere routine. Ships fail at 
a particular feafcii, make the fame places, and fteer 
the fame courfes. Ijt were to be wilhed, that fome 
veflels might be rifked in making difcoverics, that 
;night aflvirc the fafety of others. 
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THE Ifle of France was difcovcred ^y z Por- 
tugueze, of tlie family of Mafcarenha^, who 
called it Ifle dt Ornc. It was afterwards poffeffed by 
the Dutch^ who gave it the name of Mauritius. They 
abandoned it in 1712, and foon after the French, 
inhabitants of the Ifle of Bourbon, which is only forty 
leagues diftant, came and fettled themfelves there. 

There are two ports in this ifland -, that on the 
S. E. where the Dutch fettlement was, and where 
remains of their buildings are llill feen, is the prin- 
cipal port. It may be entered before the wind \ but 
it is difficult to get out of it : the winds being almoft* 
ever at S. E. 

The fmaller port, or Port Louis^ is to the N. W. 
a fliip may go in or out of it, krge, before the wind. 
It^s latitude is twenty degrees ten minutes S^ and irs 
longitude, from the meridian of Paris, fifty-five de- 
grees E. This is the capital of the ifland^ though 
fituated in the mcft difagreeable part of it.' The 
town, called alfo theCatnp, and which has fcarcely 
the appeajance of a market toiJIrn,. is built at the 
bottom of the port, and at the opening of a valley ,*^ 
which is about three quarters of a league k>Ag^ and 
eight hundred or a thoufand yards wide. This 
valley is formed by a chain of high mountains, 
covered with rocks ; but without trees or bulhes. 
The fides of thefe mountains ajre covered fix months 
in the ytar, with a burning herb, whicK makes the 

"^ country 
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country appear black, like a colliery. The edge of 
^c rocks, whfch form diis ^fmal Tsde, is brokeoi 
^nd^raffiT- The hi^ieft pat is* at the e x tycHijt y , 
^d termmat?s in ^ nocfr, ftsmdnig by itietf, which 
they call the ^/iff , This part, however, h» a few 
p^cs ; and there iflfucs^ from it a rivuFeti, whkh runs 
through th^ tpwn s byt the water i^ not good to 
<irrnk. 

A.S for the town or can^p^ it confilb of wooden 
hotrfcs of one flory high ; <^ch houfe ftands by itielf, 
^snA is inc|ofed in paHif^des. The ftreets- are regular 
enongh^ but are iieither payed nor planted whk 
trees. TJie ground is every where fo covered, and 
as h: were ft*ed ^ith rock^ that there » no ftirring 
withot|t dapger of breaking one's neck. Tlwi towri 
is neither walled nor fortified in the leaft, except! 
th^t on the left^ yrhei^ looking to the fea, there is 
k W of intrenchmcnt of ftone, peaching from the 
mountjiin to the harbour ; on this fame fide is Fort- 
gianc, that defends its ^tr^nce; pn the other fi4c p* 
js a hatterv upon the |fle o^Tonnettfm* 

AccQrding, to th,e meafuicment of the 4^be dc 
(^aillCj^ the Ille of France is ninety thoijfand, iit hun- 
dred and fl:(i:ty-eight: fathoms in circumf^reiKrc \ if% 
grcatcil diameter is thirty-one thpufandi,^ eight hun- 
4^ ^d ninety fathoms from N, t<f S,. ^ ^^d twenty- 
two thoufarxd, one hundred and twenty-four froiti 
fe. to W. ; its fuperficial content is, four hundred 
thirty-tvro thoufand, fix hundred and eighty acres^ 
o^ one hundred perches the aqre •, <and twenty feet 
the perch. 

The ]S[.^ W. part of. the iftand is apparentty^ fcvel,. 
^d thp S. W* covered with ridges of mountains, 
from three hundred to three hundred and fifty fathom 

E4 ' high.^ 
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high. Thb higheft of all is four hundred and twenty*'- 
four fathom, and ftands at the mouth of the river 
Noire. The moft rcmarkabk, called Pieterbotby is 
four hundred and twenty toifes high \ it is terminated 
by an obeliik, which is again covered, with a cubical 
rpck, upoii which no jjerfon has ever yet been. At 
H diftance, this pyramid and it's capital^ refemblc 
the ftatue of a woman. 

The ijktfxd is watered by above fixty rivulets, fomq 
of which have no water in the dry feafoh, efpecially 
^ce fo much timber has been cut down* The in-r 
Itrior part of the ifland is full of ponds, and in thi$ 
part it rains nearly all the year round, the clopd^^ 
being (topped by the moyntains^ and the woods at 
the top of them, 

I CAKNOT give you a more perfedi: account of % 
place in which I am but juft arrived, I expeft to 
pafs a few days in the country, and will endeavour 
to defcribe to you what relates to the foil of thia 
ifland, before I fpeak of it's inhabitants. 

Port Louis, 
APg. 6» 1768, . 
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LETTER VII. 



Of the Soil and natural PrQd.u&ioiis of the Isl£ oC 

France. 

EVERY thing here differs from what is feen in 
Europe, even the herbage of the country. To 
begin with the foil : It is almoft every where of a reddiih 
colour, and mixed with veins of iron, which are frc- 

3uently found near the furface, in the form of grains^ 
^e fize of a pea. In the drier parts, efpecially near 
the town, the ground is very hard. It refemblcs 
pipe-cUy^ and to make trenches in it, I have feeri 
them cut it with axes, as they do lead. As foon as 
it rains, it becomes foft and tenacious ; notwith* 
ftanding th^ have npt yet been able to make it into 
bricJts/ 

There is no real fand in the foil. That which is 
found on the fliore, is compofed of fragments of 
jnadrepores and (hells, which will calcine in the fire. 

The ground is almoft everv where covered with 
jrocks, from the fize of one's fift to a ton weight. They 
are fuU of holes, the bottom of which is in die form 
4>f a 



Many of thcfe rocks arc formed of concentrical 
laminae, like an onion. Some of them are in large 
mafles, that adhere together. Others feem as if they 
liad been broken, and were ^ain joined together. 
The ifland is in a manner paved with thefe rocks, 
jand the mountains are formed entirely of thefe ftrata, 
.which are oblique to the horizon, although parallel 

to 



fo csich other. They arc of an iron grey colour^ vi, 
frify in the fire^ and contain a great deal of iron ore, 
1 faw at t&f foundry^ fame ^ains.of Ipieautif^l copper 
^Knd lead, that were tal^en from fome of the fiifmes 
in the rocks, but in a very fmafll quantity. Expe* 
peata^ q£ this MfOuce ;^iid na (tticauragem^nt here^ 
The mineral appears to ber too much difperfed. li^ 
the broken pieces of thefe flones, there are little ca^ 
\ pties crifltaiizcd, f^nje o| y(hki\ cogit,ai^ ^ dowa *^ 

thiit is wlute ai^d vf ty fins. 

t ^ow only of three fpeci^s of h^rj^s or gpraien^ 
l^t are Qat^r^ ta tjL^ ibi}^ 

Along t}ic fc^^ijiore is found ^ (pr^ pf ^HTfi. that 
]prows In ^d5» Y^ry thick and ? lafti^. Rs leaf i^ 
yery CnaD^ and lo fhajp pointed, as tQ prick through 
Ctoe's clothes. Ti^t catt$ \?il]l hot touch iu 

In the ho^teftpart oftheidand, tl^e paftures ire 
cf a kind of dog*s grafs, which fpreads much upon 
tho groundi and put5 out lit^e branches from the 
joints. This herb is very hard^ Thi§ oxen |i]ke i^ 
iccry welj^ if not ^oo dry. 

•Tng .heft herb grows in xkR difj a^d winjdv^rd fide 
c£ the ifland. ^Tis a g^amcn^ with forge feavps^ an4 
is green and tencle^ all the yeaf , . 

The other ipecies of herbs and fhruba tsfcat are 
known, are^ a plant that yields for, fruit, a hulk fil- 
led with a kind of fiBc, of which ^n advantageous ufe 
roightbemade, \ ' 

A KfiNi> e£ dSpz^s^a^ pikkly^ attd tim gixws 
^bbove twellfe ftet higl^ roiiiivitfaetrcesy as the braro^ 
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ble or briar. It is not yet known whether this- is 
jgood to cat. 

A kin4 of mallow flirub with ftnall leaves, that 
grows in the paths, and fides of the roads. There 
is alfo a kind of thiftle with yellow flowers, the 
feeds of which kill the birds that cat them ; and a 
plant that is like the lilly, bearing long . leaves. 
It grows in marfliy ground, and has a flower of a 
grateful fmell. 

Upon walls, and by the fides of the roads f found 
fome tufts of. a plant, whofe flower refembles the 
plain red July-flower j It has a bad fmell, and this 
Angular property, that only one flower flouriflies up- 
on each branch at one time. 

At the foot of the neighbouring mountains, there 
grows a fweet bafil, the fmell of it is like that of a 
July-flower. Its ftalk is ligneous. It is of a healing 
quality. 

The RaquefteSy of which they here make very 
dangerous hedges, bear a yellow flower, marbfcd 
with red. This plant is ftuck foil of very 0i?rp 
prickles, that grow upon the leaves ; and alio iipon 
the fruit. The leaves are very thick. The fruit is 
never lifed, and is of a (bur tafte. 

Thj5 Vehutier grows upon the fand on the ika^ 
fiiore. Its branches have a down upon rfiem, I2ke 
that of velvet. The leaver are entirely covered witl 
glittsering filamerits.^ It bc^rs flowers in chifters; 
This fhrub exhalfes an? odour, that *at a^ diftancc S 
agreeable, left fo when you draw near, and when 
qui^ ciofe is pcrfeftly teathfome; 

There 
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Th5J9lb is a kind, of plant, half brambfe, half fhrub, 
that produces in pods, briftled with prickles, a fort 
cf ,nut^ very.fnwoth and hard, of a pearl colour 
g;rey,' and the fize of a mufquet-ball.^ Its kernel is 
very bitter. Thefe nut$ are good for the venered 
difcafe^ " 

>■;■•• 

Ia the parts of the iffand that are cleared, there 
grows a great nurfiber of a kind of (hrub, that has 
large leaves, in the ftiape of a heart. Its fmell is 
Iweet enough, and like that of balnx, whofe name it 
bears. I kpow of qo ufe made of it, except io 
baths.. 

Another plant equally ufelef$,is thefalfe potatoc, 
wHch grows twining along the iea-fide. It fpreads 
ion the ground iike xh&Mferon^ Its flowers ^*e red, 
^d like A belU It thriy^s^ in the fand. 

' Upon the borders of the woods is found a ligneous 
herb caUcd, Panmer^gra/s *. They have attemptnd 
fa make thread and cloth of .it, which i;^ not bad. 
J[u leaves are Imail. Taken in barleyr-w^ter,, they 
^e gopd for coipplaints in the breaft. - , / ,., 

' Thjere is a great variety of fl^rubs alj comprized 
under the general name offlian^es^ fome of which are 
as thick as a man's leg,, and grow round the trees, 
making the tmnks look like a maft furnilhed with' rig- 
Mig- .- They, however, ^ fupport the trees againft the 
terricaae^, of y^hofe violence I have feea freqviem: 
jaroofs. When they fell timber in the woods, they 
^Ut about two hundred trees near the root, which rc^ 
jjMua uprjgjit itill the UanneSy >vl>i<:h hold them^ are 
|Ci?ii down alfp. "When jtjxis is done, one whole part 
of the forefl: feems to fall at once, making a mpft 

2 ♦ Hcrbc a paniBicr. T. ^ A Rattjan, or Sppplc Jack. T. 

horri4 
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horrid cralh. Cords are made of their bark, ftrongcr 
than of hemp. 

There ^re many fhrubs which bear a flower like 
that of the box-tree. 

A PRICKLY and fpungy ftirub, with a red flower, 
in a hoop, and fcoUoped. Its leaf is large and round. 
The fifliermen iife the ftalk of it (which is very lidji^ 
inftead of cork. • t ? 



^i 



Another Ihrub, which is a very pretty one,-<5aJ3^ 
ed, -]; boiS'd^demoilelk. Its leaf is ftolloped at f hfe 
^dge, like that of fhe afh, andits-bi-iinchesiirnan^iil^ 
cd with imall red feeds. ' '' '\ ' o\-'u,': 

Bepore I proceed, you wiil obferve^ that JkiJollr 
nothing of botany. I defcribe things as I fee them j 
but if yovi will rely upon my ojpinion, I detlaii to 
you, that I think ev«y thing ijjferlor to ^thc p^t^dudr 
tions of Europe. 

* » ■ * \ 

■ » . . - . J ■ .' ■ . 

• The meadows do 'not produoft a'fingle flowwv :hw 
' ate entirely covered with fniatl fto!nei,:aad oversown 

with an herb as hard, and as tough as. hemp, .'No 
-plant bears flowers of a pfeifant fmeli, not is :aw 
-Ihrub in the Ifland to 'becomparcd to our whibe 

thorn. The iiannes have not the fragrancy of die 
4iQne^fackle or ivy. Not one violet in Si the woods. 

As to the trees, xhey have large, whitifti trunks, th«t 

are bare, except a little kind of nofegay of leaves of 
^ dull green. I will defcribe them in my next letter. 

- - ... , , 

Port-Louis, Isi^e-of-France, Sept. 15//&, 1768^ 

f Lady's Wood. ^ 
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» 

SOME days ago I perceived alsu'getree in die 
middle of fome rocks, and being defirous of cut- 
ting a piece with my knife, was furprized at the whole 
biftde <«nteru^ without my u&Rg the les^ force. It 
w^ of a fubftuice like a turnip, and <xf a very diiagree^ 
alsk i^e ; for feme hpurs after, (although I did not 
fwallow any part of it) my throat was much enflam- 
cd, and felt as if pricked by pins. This tree is called 
mtfj^f «nd is looked upon as poifenous* 

Th£ trees of this country take their names in ge- 
Jieral, from the fancy or caprice of the inhabitants* 

The' his-de-canelle, which is not like the real cin- 
mahion-tree, is one of the krgell in the ifland. It is 
the b^ I haiF9e feen for joiner's work, and refemUes 
.walnut-tree, both in ccdour and veins. When it is 
worked green, it fmelis like human excrement, and 
like the blofibms of the real cinnamon. This is the 
only refcmblance 1 cofuM perceive between theni. 
The feed of it is invdoped in a red ikin, which h^ 
an acki, yet not a ^iiikgrcvuible taftc 

The ftinking-wood, defervedly (b called from its 
horrid fmell, is very good for carpenter's ufe. 

Th2 iron-wood, its trunk fecms blended with the 
roots, and Ihoots up in a kind of ribs or fpars, like 
fo many boards. It turns the edge of the axe that 
fells it. 

Thb 



^Tat ebdny^iv^bod ^ its feaves sac iacge, the k>«rer 
fide vfkitt^ llie ii^^fper of a dzt^ green. Tihe ceoser 
only of this tr^ is biack> die &p ^tod the baric beiog 
white. In % trunk, from ^whidh tn&y be cut a timber 
(ix inches iquare^ dieic is f reqneotiy no inof e of real 
ebony, th^Oi Ovo :inches fqcocre. This wdod^ ff 
worked while grcen, foiells like humsi^-elDCtmetK^ 
and its flowers like the July-flower ; the very reverfe 
of the dnfttimoft, whofe iflowers ate (tinking, and the 
wood anid b^k ^ a ]^ea£uit ftneU. The ebony bcai^ 
a fruit lifce a medlar, fbti of vifcousjmce, t)hat is 
fweet add plea&nj: uftod. 

There is another fort of ebony here, veined with 
black. - 

Th^e citron-tree bears (rait hk cool and daoip .places 
only :; the ficitrons aire fpiail, but full (^ juice. 

The «Mntigo-tree alfo thtriiifes in a foil of this kiad^ 
its irwc is bittcx and fiiatp^tafted. Many c^.theiti 
grow in ihe neighbourhodd <9f the Greaf-^Port a; yet I 
doubt if tfaeie two fpecies are iiatural to ti^ ifiand 
The fweet orange is very rare> even. in gardens, 

Tkere is found here^ biit: rarely, a ^qies oi the 
fmdd-wood. Somebody gave me a piece of it, which 
was of a gicykQi whke. It jtad ^ faint fmeU. 

The Vttcaa^ is a kind of finall palm-toee., wko^ie 
leayes grow fpirally rouad tbe trunk; they m/ekk 
mats and i^gs of them. 

The lafaffier, is a large kmd of palm-tree, it b^rs 
at the top, one leaf only, in the fhape of a fan, witk 
which they cover their iiQufes* . , ' ' 

Th« 
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THKpalnt-lree rifes in tfceforeft above all the othef 
trees. It bears at the head a cluiter of palmi, whepce 
jthere ilTues a fhoot^ which i$ all this tree affords fit to 
be eaten ; and to get at this, the tree muft be cue 
down. This fhoot, which they call the cabbage, is 
formed of young leaves, rolled one over the , othcr»^ 
very tender, and of a very pleafant tafte. 
♦ ' ■ . . ■ ' 

The manglieTj or nun^r^fve^ grows entirely in the 
fea. ' Its roots and . branches, creep along, aiKl inter- 
weave diemielves in the fand; fo that it. is impoflible 
to pull them up. Its wood is red, aiid,ftaiAs.of ant 
ugly colour. 

I TOOK notice that the greater part of thele.tteei 
have but a very thin bark, fome of them even have 
nothing but a fort of (kin ovier them, differing widely 
from the trees in the North, which nature. has fur^ 
jfiifhed with a variety of coats, to proted them from 
the cold. Moft of them' have their roots »pon.the 
furface of the earth, and twift round the locks as 
they fhoot up. They are but Ihort ; their heads lit- 
tle, furnifhed with leaves, and are very heavy ; which 
with the lianrfis that grow round them, is their only 
fupport againft the hurricanes, which would elfe pre- 
fendy tear up the firs and chefnuts. 

As to the ufes they are fit for, none can compare 
for durability and folidity to the oak, to the elm for 
pliancy, to the fir for the lightnefs aind length of its 
timber, or to the chefnut for its ufefulnefs in generaL 
Their foliage has the fame difagreeablc quality as is 

' * TKe .mangrove jls al/b <a|led p^tuvitr j; 11% wood is very 
proper for buildin^y and of its bark, the people in fome part of 
the Ead-Indiqs make clothes. The elephants are extremely fond 
of the young leatei of this nte; an^eat tfaem^ with avidity. T. 

' ^' com- 
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cbmmoh to every tree, whofe leaves laft the year round, 
being hard, and of -an u^y dark green. Their wood 
is heavy, brittle, and'eahly rots. *rhofe that in other 
relpefts are fit for cabiriet-^vopk, foon turn black, 
when expofed to the air, which gives their furniture 
a very difagreeable look. 

Along the margins of the rivulets which flow 
through the woods, are the moft pleafing retreat^ 
imaginable. The Waters run throi^h the midft of 
the rocks ; in one part gliding along in filence,-7- 
in another, falling precipitately from a height, with 
a cdnfufed and milrinuring rioife* The borders of 
thefe ravines are covered with trees* from which hang 
laf^ bunches o£ * Seolopendriay znd Liamesj which 
falling down, are fufpended by their own twigs. 
The ground about them is rugged, with great pie- 
ces of black rock, overgrown with mofs and maiden- 
hair. Large trunks over thrown by the hand of time, 
lay, covered with fungus, Waved with various co- 
lours; 

Fern grows here in infinite variety. Some, like 
leaves feparated from the ftem, meander among the 
ftones, and draw their fubftance from the rock it- 
felf. Others fpring up like a tree of mofs, and 
refemble a plume of filken feathers. The common 
fort is of twice the fize here, that it is in Europe. 
In lieu of the groves, and reeds, which fo beauti- 
fully variegate the borders of our rivers, along the 
fides of thefe torrents, grow a kind of water-lillies, 

• Spleewwort^ or hartfiengui, a medicinal herb, Pliny fays, it 
was called in his time S0o!opendnat lingua cer^ina^ orAjplenos. There 
is a fiih, and alfo an infed, called Scolopendria^ both of which were 
called by the AncienU milUpida^ and the Italians now call them 
Ctni9gamb9, T, 

F in 
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in great abundance, with very large leaves, in the 
form of a heart. They are called Songes. It will 
float upon the water without being wet, and the 
drops of rain amafs together upon it^ like globules 
of mining fiiver. Its root is an onioi^, of a malig- 
nant quality. ^Tis dillinguiihed into the black, and 
the wlxite. 

Never were thefe favage departs eiiirvenedby the 
fongs of birds, nor have they ever feen reludbant 
maid with downcaft eye, and lift'riing ear attend to 
the fond lover's tale. The ear is fometimes grated by 
the croaking of the perroquets, or pierced by the 
(hrill cry of fome mahcious monkey. 

Yet, notwithftanding the barrennefs of the foil^ 
cvtn- thcfe, rocks might be habitable, if the Euro- 
peans had not brought hither more and greater 
evils, than Nature herfelf, has heaped upon it. 

The Port, OB^ber 8, .1768, 



L E T^ 



I 



VOTAGE to the IstE o* Franc*. 67 



LETTER IX. 



K>f the Animals natural My the Isi.s or 

France. 



TH E Monkey of Madagafcar^ called Maki^ does 
not in the leafl: refemble thofe of this Iflaud ; 
fior the Baboons of the Cape of Good-Hope. 

The Monkey of the Ifle of France, is of a mid- 
dling lize. It is of a reddilh grey caft, and has a 
long tail. This animal is fond of fociety. I have 
'fcen them in troops of fixty at a time. They fre- 
quently come in droves, and pillage the houfcs. 
Scouts are placed on the tops of trees, and the points 
of the rocks, who as foon as they fee any dogs or 
hunters approach, cry out, to alarm the others, who 
immediately 'decamp. They will climb up the fteep- 
^ft mountain, and reft upon the flighteft edge of a 
precipice, where no other quadruped of its fize dare 
venture. Thus Nature, which has covered even the 
holes of the rock^ with herbage, has alfo created Be- 
kgs to enjoy the benefit of it. 

. The Rat feems a native of this ifland. There are 
prodigious numbers of them •, and it is faid, that the 
place was abandoned by the Putch, becaufe of thii 
creature. In fome houfes they are fo numerous, that 

F 2 30,Qo# 
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30000 * arc killed in a year. They make largc^ 
hoards under ground, both of corn and of fruits^ 
and climb up to the tops of the trees to eat the young 
birds. They will pierce the yery .thickeft rafters. 
One may fee them at fun-'fet, running about in all 
parts, and in one night they will deftroy an entire 
^rop. I have feen a field of maize, in which they 
have not left one fittigle ear. They are exaftly like 
the rats of Europe, and have, very poflibly, come 
f rgm iheoce in fhips. 

Mice arc very common h&re*, t&e havock they 
make is incredible. 

It is faid, that there were formerly a great many" 
Flamingos \ this is a large and beautiful fca-fowl, of^ 
a rofe-colour ; they fay alfo, that three of them yet 
remain, but I never faw them. 

'Manv Corhigeaux fiy about,, an<i' are reckoned the- 
belt game the ifland produces 5 but arc difSGuIt to 
flioot. 

There are Paillencm of two forts,, the ojje of 

white, like filver, the other having the beak, claw^,. 

and the tail red. Although this isi a fca-bird, it 

builds its neft in the woods. Its. name is not at all- 

■ fuited to its extraordinary beauty. The Englilh more 

* This number may appear loprobable, and I fhould have 
been inclined to [think the Author mifinformed, had I not been 
told by a Gentkman, upon whofe veracity I can dtfpend, that 
upon his return from the Havanna in the year 1766, in the Vali- 
ant man of war, the .rats increaiied to fuch a degree^ as to 
deftroy a bandred weight of bifcttit a day.- The fhip was at 
length fmoked between decks, in order to fuSbcate them. This 
kad the defired efieft, and fix hampers were filled daily for fome 
time with the Jati killed by this means. 7*. 

properly 
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^^Operly call it the Tropic Bird. It keeps near the 
^a, and is no? ii^timid^ted at the fight ofman. 

Turtles ufe4 freauently to be found on the fhore, 
b\H now rarely. Their fleft is like beef -, the fat 
green, and ^ell tgft? d, 

I HAvi feen many forts of Parrots^ byt none very - 
handfome, X^^^^e is a fpecies of green Perroquets^ 
wjtl^ a grey bead. They are as large .a§ fparrows. 
It is impoflible to tame them. Thefe alfo are ene- 
inies xo the hajyeft, but they ar? very good Xo eat. 

In the woods are found black-birds, which when 
called to by a fportfman, will come to the end of his 
cun. r^his is a ki^d of game much in requeft. 

There is a jp4geoi\ called thp D«/fi&rPj(f^^», of a 
pioft magnificent plumage j and another fort, which * 
although, of a very pleafant tafte, . are fo dangerous^ 
that thofe wha eat them are throwa into convulfions. 

Two fpjrts of Bats ^rc Cound here ; on^ like ours, 
^he other as big as a fmall cat, very fat j and is eateii 
ty the inhabitants as a rarity, - 

There is a fpecious of iparrow-ha^k, called th? 
Cbichn-eater •, it \ alfq faid to ^2XgraJshappcrs. 

The fea-fide is full pf holes, in which Ipdge- ^, 
great number of Toulourou>;^^ they are a kind pf am- 
phibious crab, and make bvirrpujghs under ground, 
fike moles. They rui) yeiy fall ; and if you attempt^ 
to catch them, they fnap their clawSj^ and preicnt 
their points, by way of mqnace^ \ 

F 3 Akothjh, 
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Another amphibious and very ejctraordinary crea- 
ture, is the Bernard V Hermit t^ ' a kind of lobfter^ 
whofe hinder part is not provided with a ftiell •, but 
it inftindtivly lodges itfelf in empty fliells, which it 
finds upon the fhore; One may fee them run alortg 
m great numbers, each with its houfe after it, which; 
it abandons fof a. Urger when its growth makes it 
neceflary. 

. The moft deftruftive infcMSts oi) this ifland, are the 
gra/shopters. I have feei^^ xh^rxi light upon a ficld^ 
like a fall of fnow, and lay., upon tlie ground leveral 
inches' deep. They will cat up the vjcrdure in the 
courfe of one night. This is the moft dreaded end-, 
my of agriculture. 

There are many forts of Ihailf, an^ a lajge but- 
terfly, which has upon its body the figftre of a'EfeatJi's 
Head. It is called Hai^y and flips about chiefly in 
rooms. It is faid that the down of its wings will 
blind thofc whofe eyes it touches. 

The houfes are full of ants, which, deftpy 51^:0 vj-^ 
fions of every kind. The pantries are not fafe from 
their ravages, except they ftand in water. ' Numbers' 
of them arc killed by an infeft tailed zForwicafeo. ' 

The ^Cenipieds^ or Centipedes^ are frequently found 
in damp places^ Thi5 infect fcems deftined tbdrive 
mankind from the unwholefomc air they breed in. Its. 
fting is very painful. My dog was bit by one of 
them, which was more than fix inches lot^^ th<: 

J Odious or Hattful ; fo Called, the Author fays, from tKc fear 

it excites. 7". . . . '• 

§ T^is, I fuppofe to be the infedl Stclo/ efidria^ beforexnenti* 

oscd. f. 

wound 
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W)und turned to a kind of ukct, and vas three 
weeks in healing. I was highly pleaied with feeing 
qne of t|;icm carried oflF by a valt unmb^r of ants ; 
they had (eized it by all its le^s, and bore it ^long^ 
9S worknacn do a. large piece oftimber. 

TffE yellow wafp with black rings vipon the body, 
is not lets formi^blj^ for its fting, than the fcorpion, 
which is very common here. It builds in trees, and 
even in houfes, its hive is of a fubftance like paper. 
There was one of them in my chamber ; but I foon 
grew weary of (p dangjcroys a ^ueft.. 

The waft) called Mafonnel^ or the Ma/»n^ builds 
itfelf a ncft oif earthy which one would ^ink, was 
the work of a (wallow^ lyere any in the ifland. It 
lodges in rooms that are not frequented, and chiefly 

in me locks, which are filled, with its labours. 

\ 

One frequently finds in the gardens, leaves of the 
fize of a fixpence •, this is the work of the wafps, 
Vho fhape with their teeth thefe circular pieces, with, . 
dv nicety and readinefs truly admirable. They carry 
them into their nefts, and haying rolled them into, 
the Ihape of a^ horn, depofit their eggs ii^ t]^em. 

THEB.E h a fpccies of ihfeft like an ant, which is. 
not lefs induftrious with regard to their habitations. 
They make great havock among the trees and timber* 
the wood orwhich they reduce to a powder ; with 
this duft they conftrud: little caverns of about aii inch 
broad, under which they live ; thefe caverns ox pipes, 
^re black, and will fometinies run over the timber of 
^ whole houfe. The^ ^11 penetrate through trunks, 
or furniture in one night. 1 found no remedy fo ef- 
ledlual a$ to rujb tht places they frequented very of- 

r 4 tea 
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ten with garlick. They caU t^efe. ipfttftjs v CJ^rWt. 
Many.houfeis are quite ruined by thern^ 

There are three fpeci^s ofC<IW^^Vf» tKeidjirtiipftof 
all the Scaraboea. One of them is, flat and grey -, the., 
moft common one is of the fize of a cockchafer^ of a 
reddifh brown. It attacks furnity re, efp^cially books 
and papers, and harbours conftantly ir\. the offices- 
a^d kitchens • The houfes are, yery much pei^ered 
with them ; efpecially in wet weather. 

It has for an antagpnift^ aipgpies of Sfarahf^^ or 
green fly, very gawdy and very pinible. Wheii the 
Camrelas is met with, and tQUcfee(Jby thi^ fly, it be- 
comes motionlefs. Trtie fly then Je^^isS for ibijiie, crack., 
or chink, to which it draws VM^cancreUs': and thruft^. 
it in, depoflts.an egg in it$ ,bipdy, , and then l^ves it. 
This touch, whichr fome look up^on as a charm, if» 
the ft:roke of the fting, the effeft of wHich is inilan- 
taneousj this ,infe£t being e^e hard to kill^ 



In the trunks of trees there is fouiid a \^gt "^pxxn 
with paws, that picks .the trees> they Cjgdl it Mpntac. 
The blacks, and ' even the white, people eat them 
greedily. Pliny obferves, that th^y" were fervedup 
at the mofl: capital tables in Rome, and were fattened 
with, meal for that purpofe. Thatlfouijdin the oak- 
tree was in the higheft efliinriation ; and was^called ffl/--, 
fas. Thus have abui^dance and fcajfcity combined iii 
the fame tafte ; aqd like, all other extremes, ap- ^ 
proached very near to each other. 

There are lady-birds on the fides of the rivulets, 
of a fine viplet colour, with a head like a ruby. 
This infeft is carnivorous. I have feen it carrying 

a beautiful butterfly through the air. 

. • " -■ ■ 

The 



The apart^icnts are, at. ceitain feaifoiis,. fil]^4( 
i^itn morn?, qr finaU butterflies, that; come, arid; 
j^nge thcrnfelves in the candl?^ They are. fg nur 
irierpus, that the canclles are frequently; obU^ tp^ 
be put into cylinders of gl^. They. dxa?;v. info thef 
houfes a very handfome fm^l. lizard, about a. fiin- 
ger*s length. Ijs eyes are . lively j i| cliinb^ alongr 
the walls, and even along the glafa, live$.upon flies, 
and other infefts, and watches with gn?at. gatience> 
for an opportunity of catching theoi, It lays c^s, 
that arp fmall and roi^nd like peasj, having, a white, 
ajid yellow ihell, as the eggs of pallets* I have, 
feen fome of thefe lizards fo tame, t^at th^y. woul4' 
come and take fugar out of a perfon's hand. Far 
from being mifchievous, they are on the contrary^ 
very ufefuL Some very beautiful ones are to be; 
feen in the woods, of an azurp, and. chaogeat^l^ 
crreen, marked with crimfon on the back, like Ara- 
Die charadters. 

An enemy that is ftill more terrible to the in- 
fers, is the Spider. Some of them have bellies a& 
jjig as a nut, with large paws, covered with hair. 
Their webs are fo ftrong, that even fmall birds are 
catched in them. They are of ufe^ in deftpoying 
the wafps, fcorpions, arid centipedes. There is a 
little white loufe, that harbours in fruit-trees, and 
deftroys them ; and a bug, whofe bite is more dan- 
gerous than that of the fcorpion, and is fucceeded by a 
tumour ^s big as a pigeon's egg, which continues 
for four or five days. 

You will obferve, that the temperature of this 
climate, fo tempting to the inhabitants of Europe, 
is fo favourable to"^ the propagation of inie&s, that 
in a fhort time, the fruits would be eaten up by 
them, and the iflaqd itfelf become uninhabitable ;i 

but 
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Jmt the fruits ,of thcfe meridional countries, nr 
clothed ^th a thick rind, and afterwards with a;, 
fcin, a very hard Ihell, or an aromatic bark,, lik^j 
die orange or citron, infomuch that the flies can 
introduce their womis into very few of them only. 
Many of thefe noxious animals are at perpetual 
wai' with each other, as the fcotyion ^nd the centi^ 
^ied. The Formicaleos lays fnares for th^ Ant ; the 
green fly pierces the; Cdncrelas ; the Lizard hunts 
the Butterjfy y the Spiders fpread ti^ts for every infeft 
diat fliesu^ and the hurricane which rages once a, 
year, annihilates at once a ^reat part, both of th,^ 
prey, and of the dcvourers. 



PoRT-Louis, Dec. 7^ 1768^ 
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LETTER X. 



I am now to write to you concerning the fea, and 
its productions^ you will then know at leaft as 
Viinch as the firft Portuguezc that landed in this 
idand. If I can add to this a metereolo^i<!al journal, 
yoiu will by degrees be acquainted with the whole na- 
tural hlftory of this country j from hence we fhall 
^o on and treat of the inhabitants, and of the courfe 
they have taken for the improvement of their country, 
where, as in every otheB part of the world, good and 
<^il are mingled together. Plutarch would have us 
deduce harmony from thefe contrarieties ; but though 
good inftruments, are very common, good Mufici- 
ans, are found but rarely. 

Whales are often feen to windward of this ifland, 
cfpecially about September, the time of their coup* 
ling. I have feen many this feafon, that kept them- 
felves upright in the water, and came very near the 
coaft. They are fmaller than the northern ones. 
There is no whale fiihery, but the Negroes are ' not 
iixucquainted with the method of harpooning them. * 
Sea Cows are fometimes catched here ; I have eaten of 
them, their flelh is like beef; I never faw anyof this filh. 

The Vieille, is a blackilh filh, and in form and 
taftc a good deal like the cod filh. One extraordinary 

* Wliates are in fuch plenty upon the equally fouthern coail of 
B'-azil, that they conftituts the greateft part of the food of th? 
Negroes, belonging to the Planters near the Tea ; as I have beea 
informed by a perfbn who lived (everal yeai^s in th^it cbimtry. 7*, 

Ijerodotus in Lib. 4 fays that iq Cne BGcydbenes, in his time 
th«re were Whales. T. 

circumftance. 
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circumftance, is, that the fifh on the windward-fid^ 
of the ifland is never unwholfomc. Thofe then that 
attribute this poifoiious. quality to the Madrepore^ 
are miftaken ; the iljand being on all fides furroundeci 
by banks qf coral^ J fl>ovild rafher things: it occafi- 
oned by fome venomous tree falling into t Jic water, 
whkli ^o^ijed^uri^ i$ Jthp • fpore pr^^a^lc *» becaufe at one 
feafpn,4>nly, fomol particular Ipecies of gluttonous fifi^ 
afcfuhje^to^his inconvenicncy. Mor^verthatfpecies 
qf..Pigepn whofe^fiefli occaitons^convulfions in the 
eaiseri of.it, proves -^at tlfe poifon is in the ifland. 

it&lf; -^ . ^'- " ^ ^ • 

4^1^. the fiih ta b^ iyfXj^&xA arc a number o^: 
ijdiitp o^es, with a. large bdly,* and a great head^ 
fviqh.as Ith? iCaptai^ . a j^. th? G^rangv^, Thefe,two^ 
for^s^^aVe of arj indifferent, t^ftp. Thofe that have 
t^^ rDjiOuths payed^ that is to fay, a rugged bone ii^., 
their palates ar? thoygbt to be nevf r d^^gerous^ 

In. general, the fmaUcr.thc l^lh, the . gre^itcr th? 
danger. ^ i 

TheJW^tc^pato, a fort of Twrfe^t, is thc.be^: 
of ^lthenft^catche41ver^, — the. fat ix g^eea 

PrEft^^oQUETSi thftttarje npt; only .green, but hav? 
y^lpw he^id^i . white ae^cropfa^d Jipe^k?,. and go. in \ 
bo^y: like, th^ birds o^ that naias* 

TM Hoo-FisH, is frtiall andiq^dty ft^aped-, its 
head is like a pik<?, upon its back, are ieven points a$ 
long as its body, the prick of them is very veno- 
mous ; they are united by a merobrane like the wing 
of a bat ; it is ftreaked with brown ft^ipes, which 
begin at the muzz^, exadly as thofe ojf the Zebra at 
the Cape. Th? filh is fquarc like a trypk, and, 

whiclx 
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iirtiich name it bears^ is armcdTwith two horns lifce a: 
bull •, there arc many ^cies of them : thcyincver 
grow large* 

The Eel is tbijgh, they ire of the conger fbit. 
Tome of them are feven or eight feet long, and ■* 
thick as a mans leg. They' harbour in the rreeks <if 
the rivers, and'fbmetimes devour thofe who are ihi- 
prudent enough to bathe there. 

There are Lobsters or GRAY-t*fS« t^ ^ P^^ 
digious fize^ their paVs are not large, they aife iitoe; 
marbled with black. 1 -have feen here a fpecifcs df 
lobfter that is fmrfler»«nd of a^bcautifiil for m -, * 
was of a Iky-blue; it had two little claws, divided 
into two aitidilatioi^ iikc a knife with ^ blade 
Ihutting iitfo the handle. 

There is a great variety of. Crabs. The follow- 
ing feemed to be moft worthy of notice.- 

A ibrt that is rugged with tubercules and points 
like a madrepore ; another that has upon its back 
the imprcflion of five feak; another with fbmething 
in the Ihape df a horie^oe at the 'end of fts okws ^ 
a fort covered with hih-, <hat has no claws, and that 
adheres to the fid^s-offhipsya^crtibhiaf bled with grey^ 
the fhell of which though fm<)6th and polilhed is very 
uneven. Many irregular and ftrange 'figures are ob- 
fervable among thefe, which are notwithftanding 
perfectly alike upon each crab ; that with its eyes at 
the end of two long tubes like telefcopes, which 
when it is not ufing tlxem, it depofits in grooves along 
the fide of its fhell. 

A Crab with red claws, one much larger than the 
other *, a fmall crab with a fhell thrice as big as itielfy 
in which it is covered over as by a buckler, fo that 
its claws cannot be feen when it walks. 

In 
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^ Itt many places aloh^ fhore and fome feet under 
Watw are found a multitude of large Boudins de Me^y 
lied and black. In taking them out of the water the/ 
emit . a white and thick (lime, that immediately 
changes into a number of fmall and glutinous threads. 
t believe this aninial to be an enemy of the crab fpd- 
ties, amongft which it is to be always met with. Its 
vicious glear is very fit to entangle their claws, whith 
otherwife could have ho hold upoh its elaftic hide, 
and cylindrical form; The feamen give it a very 
grofs appellation which I will render in latin mentuU 
moiiachii The Chinefe hold it in high efteem, looking 
vpon it as a powerful aphrodiflac; 

? 

I think I may rank among the {hell-fifh a ihapelefs 
Mafs, foft and membranous, in the middle of which 
is one fingle flat bone that is a little arched. In thefe 
fpecies the ufual order feems to be reverfed, the ani-^* 
mal is on the outfide of the fhell. 

It is thought agreat fingularity, that all univalves 
of which there are many, are turned from left to 
right, in looking at the Ihell when lying on its^ 
mouth, and the point towards ones-felf : there are very 
few exceptions to this rule. What law can have 
determined them to begin fheir volute on the fame 
.fide ? Is it the fame that has caufed the fun to turn 
from Weft to Eaft ? In this cafe the fun may in fome 
degree be the caufe,. as it is of their colours, which 
^arc die more beautiful the nearer to the line- 
There is much ingenuity and variety in the hinges 
erf fliell-fifh, and our artifts might improve by at- 
ti^nding to the conftrudion of them. 

The Oyster called the Tulier is common here, 
;ind is of the fame fort as thofe that are ufed as holy 

water 
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v^ater pots in the church of St. Sulpicc, at Paris ; 
and is perhaps the larg^ft (hell which the fea produ- 
ces : fome or them are found at the Maldivia lilands^ 
which are not to be drawn by two oxen without dif- 
ficulty. It is rather extraordinary that this oyfter is 
found in Normandy as a foflil, upon which coaft I 
have feen it. 

Apparently, Ihell-fifli do not live peacebly toge* 
^her, any more than other animals do. Many of 
them are found broken to pieces on the ihore ; thofe 
that are taken whole are ^ways pierced. I too have 
feen a foail armed with a pointed tooth, with which 
it pierced the (hells of oitifcles : twas brought from 
the Streights of Magellan. 

The Isle of France is Jfurrounded with Madr& 
pores, a kind of vegetation of ftone formed like a 
plant or (hrub. Thjey are fo very numerous that the 
jocksfcem formed of them onlyl 

Among thofe that adorn arid diverfify the bed of 
the fea and adhere to it by their roots, arje, the colly- 
flower •, the cabbage, whofe appearance is very like 
that plant -, it is of jthe lar^ fort, .as well as anothef 
.madrepore., the ftages of which grow Ipirally ; it is 
very brittle j another jthat by the high (hooting of its 
liead and the robuftnefs of its branches, refemhles a 
tree ; a very ^ beautiful Ipecies, wiiich I called the 
iheaf ; it feems formed of feveraJ bunches of ears of 
icorn ; the pencil or pink, — at the center of e^ch Qy 
pening, there is a little piece that is green. 

A BEAUTIFUL MADREPOne^. growing in the form 
;df an ifland with its Ihores and Mountains ; another^ 
iike an icicle ; another, the leaves of which are di- 
gitated like a hand ; theftag-wood^ wjth horns very 

dejtached 
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•detsiiihesd .attd brittle • the bteehhrc, a large IhapdeS 
-tnofSy the whole furfece of wHeh is full of regiihr 
holes J the pale blue coral, which is rare,— within, it is^ 
l>f a deeper blue; theijointcdeoral, black and white^ 
rcontainiiiKti finall jM^ce of red coral which fias nbt 
jjrdt beeti^teen here •, vegetations of coral, blue, white, 
yellow and red, fo brittle, and fo nrach -picrcid thit 
one cannot fend any of it to Europe^ 

r 

2tMt)NG dife LAtophites^ apknt like a longftraiw 
without leaves, buds or buttons *, a Vegetation like a 
Toreft of trees ; their roots are very much interwoveby 
and have each a fmaU nofegay of flowers; the fub- 
'ftahce of this Litopbite is of the nature of wood, and 
*burns like it in the fire; it is notwithftanding clafi^d 
among the Madrepores. 

'i HXV£ feen three forts of fea ftar-wort, but no-' 
thiiig remarkable in either. Formerly ambcrgreafe 
was found upon the coaft, (there is even a little 
ifland to windward called by that name). It is fbme- 
times brought from Madagafcar. 

It is not now doubted buttHit'the Madreportsare 
the Work of an infinity of fmall animals, altho* they 
itave -a perfeft refeniblance bf plants; i was pleafed 
to be experiftierftaliy convinced of this, it being de- 
hghtful to me to look upon the ITniveffe as peopled, 
Befides I conceive fo regular a work can only be car- 
ried on by fbme agent cndewed with rntefUigence and 
a love of order. Thefe vegetations refemble burs fo 
muteh, the comptoncnt matter Apart, that 1 am evtn 
nuch induced to believe our vegetables alfo to be * 
produftions of the labour of a multitude of living 
dniinah combined togfther for that purpofe. I had 
m\fch rather look upon a tree as a rfepublick, di'an as 
H tti^dhirte without life, and adtuated by I knO\V riot 

"^ Stfe letter t9 V^hcft'thif rubjeft is dlfcufied. 

what 
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what laws of Hydraulics. - 1 c6uld fupport this o- 
pinion by iiiany curious obfervations, for which I 
may perhaps fometime hence have Icifurc. Thefe 
re^arches may be ufeful, but whgn . not eniploycd to 
a good purpoie, do but divert our attention from the 
morelafidablepurfuits on which it fhould be employed, 
and habituate it to fix upon any thing trifling that 
prefents itfelf. Our hiftories are frequently made up 
of calumnies, ;our moral treatiies, of Satires, and our 
focieties an4 academies of (lander and , epigrams. 
And after all this, men' lani^t that friendihip and 
confidence no* longer exift ; not conlidering the im- 
poflibility that they ihould do fo ; among perfons^each 
of whom carries a fliield upon his heart, and a poignar4h 
under his cloak. 

Let us talk little, or let us form fyftems, Tradi^ 
d tmundum 'di^utaiionibus. Let us difpute then,' but 
without. being angry. .. . ; , 

Port Louis, iitb cf January 1)6^. 

% 

METEHEOLOGICAL JOURNAL. 
: QUALITIES or the. AIR. 

' . J U L Y,^ -1768. 

■ * ■ 

DURING this month th6 winds blew from the 
fouth-weft as it ufually does all the year. Tha^ is a 
ftrong breeze all day, and at night it is calm. Altho* 
tis now the dry feafon, yet it frequently rains, with 
violent fqualls, that Is^ but a.fhort time. ^ The air 
i? very fharp ; in fo much that cloth clothes ar? in- 
difpenfably neceflary. 

G AUGtJST; 
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AUGUST. 

tf . fairtSd ilmoft every day. The torn of the 
indUfttaiftS afe ccJi^ercti Wkh Vipmirs like flnoke, 
Wicli dtfcfchd Ikpdrt thfr Jilabs t^lth gtrft^ of Wind. 
^IWfe riiiiS fttqutAtly foriri raihboWs ujiort the fideis 
(ff thft to6tihtaih^, which ha^eitt arc fxbt thfc fcfe 
fiiatk Oh thkt dfcfcbuht. 

ft 

* 

' THE wind and weather as before. Tis the feafon 
/^or.hatveft. If heatend moifture arc the fole cauie^ 
ftf Y^t^ikm, why docs nothing Ihoot zx this time ? 
Jt is no lefs hoc than in May in France^ Can tkere be 
any fpirit of life attending the return of the fun ? 
The Romans paid lionours to the weftem wind, and 
Jbtxed the period of its arriAral at the SthofFcbruMy. 
They caiied it Favonius^ or the Foftercr. *Tis the 
iamd as the Zephyr of the Greeks. JPliny fays it 
Icrves as a hufband to all things that draw their ex- 
iftence from the earth. 

OCTOBER. 

THE farte WmpclratuTt * tJifc air is 4 little hotter, 
it is always coldeft in the interior part of the ifland. 
At the end of this month they IcI^ their Wheat, and 
in four months after is their harveft ; they then fow 
maize, which is rifp in Septcipber. Thus have 
they two crops on the fame land -, but thefe are fcarce- 
ly a compenfttiori for the dther pkgwes with which 
this ifland is peftercd. 

NOVEMBER. 

Trift he^s begin td b^ fHt, ftte winds change, 
aftd Tometiitoes get round to rite N. W. Stofms c** . 
fain falL 
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No ihip from France, No letter. It is grievous 
at this dilUnce to be in conftant expe&ation of our 
chief happiuefs frofn Europe* 

DECEMBER. 

* . ♦ ■ * " 

THE htat^ Are exceffive. The fun is in the aeititL 
but the air is tempered by plentiful rains. 1 think I 
bave felt it hotter in tlie fumrner at Peterlbourg. A^ 
the beginning of the month I heard thunder for the 
firft time fince my arrival. 
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The a 3d in the morning the wind blew from the 
S. W. and ieeined to prefage a ftorm. The clouds 
gathered at the. top of the mountains. They were 
of an olive or copper colour, and one long range 0^ 
them was higher than the reft and motiontefs. The 
fiiiallcr ones that were below blew about with a fur- 
prifing rapidity. The fea broke upon the rocks mth 
a great noiie. Many of the. fea birds flew for ihelter 
to the land. The domeftic anient were very iineaf^. 
Tlie air was gloomy and hot although the wind was 
flilihigh. . ' . 

All thefe figns prefaging a hurricane, every body 
haftened to ftrengthen their houfes with fupporters 
aiid props, arid to bkxfk Up their doors and windows. 

About to o'ck>tk in the evening the hurricane 
announced irf^lf by horrible g^fts of wind, which were 
followed by not lefs horrible intervak of ^4^ ^ 
which the wind feemed to colkiSif new powers^ Iti kept 
augmenting the. whole nighty my apartineQt beW 
v^ muth ikaken,^ I went mto asother. The flp'oa 
wortiaiD I kidgitl with^ w^, aiid wa$ in ^fpair at 
thd thoughts of her ho^fe. beuig ddtro)f!ed« ^obpdy 
went to &d. Towards morning the wind r^d^^bled 

G z its 
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its efforts. I perceived that one fide of 6ur palliiidc 
Fence was falling: and that part of the roof of the 
houfe was raifed at one corner; I got fome pknka 
and cords, by means of which I prevented the damage 
that would elfe havfe Happened. In c#offing the yard 
to .give jdircftions about this work, I frequently 
thought j[ Ihould have been blown down. - Some walls 
at a diftance were falling, and fome rOofs were- torn 
to pieSis, the timbers of which wfcre blown aWay as 
if they had been cards. • :. 

About 8 in the morninor fome raih fell, and the 

wind not at alF abated,: blew it horizontally along 

with'fuch violence, that it entered like fo many Jets- 

. deau at every the fn^alKft opening. It fpoiled feveral 

^fipy papers, * ' ■ 

At* i I o'clock the- rain fell in torrents. The wind 
fubfideda little, the rayiftes in thfe mountains formed 
prodigifeus cafcades on every ftde, Lar^ pieces of 
the r6cks broke off With a noife like that of Cannon, 
and is they fdled down^ cleared to thepifelves a path 
among the woods. The rivulets overflowed into the 
plain which by this time was like another fea, neither 
Thanks' hbr bridges bein|, any more t6 be feen. ^ 

Af one o'clock the wind whirled aboyt to the 
N. W. and drove the furf of the fea in large clouds 
along' *t!ie land. Tlie fliips in the harbour were run 
afliofe; and kept firing- guns as fignak of diftreft, 

•but in vain, for nd fliccotir could be fent to them. 
By tTtefe repeated gutfs^ the buildings were afted 
upon the contrary way, ^and with nearly equal vio- 

■lence. About noon the wind ftiifted to the E. and 
then to the W. Thus it went quite the circle of the 

, horizon in the four.and*twcnty hours, as ufual,-^ 
after :vhi<;h a pcrfeft calm fucceeded. 

Many 
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Many trees i3a^ere blawn dow^ii) ^nd bridges carried 
away. J^ot one fingle leaf remained in our, gardens. 
Even the herb dogs-tooth fo remarkably hardy, feem- 
cd in fome places to be cut to the very edge of the 
ground. . ' -" / ' .' : 

During the tempeO: a good. man of tbia pliace 
whofe name is Le RiHtx^ a joiner, fent his blacks ^d 
workmen to help.thofe that might want their, ^lit- 
ance, and this without any gratuity. Good a&ions 
Jhould never be pafled Qvcr without notice^— cfpccially 
in this place, - 's 

There was an ecliple at 4 min. paft 5 on the t^d^ 
but the bad weather prevented its being feen. 

The hurricane comes regularly^ eVery year in De; 
cember, and fometimes in March. As the winds 
make the tour of the horizon^ there is not a cavern 
in the ifland unfilled with thq.rain, which deftroys a 
great number of rats, grafshoppers and ants,-^they 
are not feecn again for fome t jbic 

It holds ,tKe place of a winter,' but the^ nrages 
made by it are more to be dreaded.' That of 1760 
will be a long time thought of. A (hutter.was feen 
lifted into the air and then darted like an arrow, upon 
a roof at fome diftance. The lower mafts of a 64^ 
gun fhip were twlited^ round and broken off. No 
treeinEurope could withftand the force of thcfe whirl- 
winds, riow-the trees of the cduntry are jprotefted 
we have feen above^ ... 

JANUARY, 1769. 

RAJNY weather, hot and gloomy> great .ftorms, 
but little thunder. The gales of wmd blowinig^very 
hard in this icafon all navigation is at a ftaha from 
December' till April 

The 
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The Nfefidows recover their verdper, the earth 
j^refents a pleafanter ppofped, but the Iky a diftnal 
one. 

FEBRUARY. 

ST©RMY weather, aad violent gufts of wind* 
The Huppy^ a pafT^ boat ibnt to Madagafcar, and 
the Favorite, a fliip^ are both loft. 

Thb 25^1 of thi& month the clouds gathered toge- 
ther by a N. W. wind, formed themfelves intp a long 
range from the FM^. Mountain to the Ifle of Tonnei- 
Hers. It is motioniefs : ctaps of thijnder innumerably 
proceeded from it. The ftorm lafted from 6 in the 
morning till uaQn^^^dufing which time a number of 
thui^derpoUs fell ; b% oj them lulled a Grenadier, 
;^^d apother, a Negro jwqm^ ; ^n (xa upon the Ifland 
of Tt^meliers had the lame fa^c : a gvin in an officer's 
I^o^fe w^ mdtedl %hG p^opfe hcprp fay, that the 
thunder never falls wiAin thp to'vjifn ; for my part I 
never heard any fo loud, and could not help thinking 
h very like a hl>nibiFdmefit. I m\ cf opinion that 5 
thef had fined one caimon^ the wj^fion would h^ve 
dii^)dkd the nDt(onlef% oK|akU frem whence the thw- 
deri^wd. 

MARCH. 

TH^ wins «rtt:n9t fe fefq\»Wit, «i4 th« winds al- 
ways from the S. W. The heaf; i^o^vf t<def«hk. 

ft 

APR IL. 

THE feafcn is firic, ^t\d <he herbage begins to^ Ipe 
dfy, Hnd Ihauld it now be fet on Rr% the 5ndfc;a|)e 
would be totally black for feven mppths to come. 

G 3 MAY. 
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MAY. 

TOWARDS the end of this floonth th^ winds ac* 
cording to cuftom turned to N. W. We hawc now 
the dry fcafon. I was in the plains, called IViltiams 
plains, and found the air of a temperature pcrfeftly 
pleafant and refrefhing. 

J %J N E. 

THE winds blow ^moft Gonftantly from the S. E» 
and the fhowers of imall rain again begin to fall. 

No milady ^b^l pKulJir to this Gouqtiys but the 
people have all thofe we have in Europe, as the apo- 
plexy, imall-p9X, pleurifies and 9bftru£tions in the 
liver, which laft I fhould imagine proceeded rather . 
from vexation, ^an fi-om the bad equality of the water 
as is the general opinion. I have feen a ftone taked 
from a Negroe of the place which was biff^r <^han an 
egg. Violent gouts and paralytic ^lor4^fs aic 
coinmon. 

• 

The Blacks aqd children are very fiibjeft to worms : 
the former have in the venereal difeafe dfreadf ul chops 
or clefts in the foks of their feet. The air is as gpod 
as in Europe, but h^ no medicinal virtues, ^d I 
woukl by all means dilTuade gouty perfons from com- 
ing h/ere, haying fe<jn foijie people kpep thfir beds for 
fii months together. 

Thp change of the fcafons, ni^kes a very fenfible 
alteratipn in yic constitution of thp inhabitants. They 
are liable to bilious fevers^ and the heat occafioni 
ruptur(;s. but t^mper^nce and b^thiiig will keep a 
man in health. I cannot however but obierve tl^t in 
cold countries, xjie people arc more }ie;:lthy and their 

G 4 Ipirits 
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fpirits more vigorous, and it is worthy of remark, 
that hiftory menticMis no celebrated man that v^as 
bom between the tropics, except Mabomei. 
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LETTER XI. 



MANNERS OF the WHITE INHABITANTS. 

THE Ifle of France was uninhabited till difco- 
vered by Mafcarenhas. The firft French pec-. 
pie that eftabliihed themfelvcs here were fome Huf- 
bandmcn from Bourbon. They brought with them 
fimpjicity of manners^' gQodfaith and confidence, a 
love of hofpitality and* even an indifference with re- 
fpeft to riches. Monfieur de Bourdonnais who was 
in fome meafure the founder of the colony, broughr 
workmen into it that were good fort or men, and 
fome others whom their parents fent from* home for 
mifconduft, and whom by his difcipline he made 
good and ufeful members to ibciety. 

When he had rendered the ifland icfpedtable by 
the labour he exerted for its encourageipiient, and it 
was thought a proper place to touch at in the way to 
India, people of all ranks poured in upon it. Among 
whom were the perfons fent out by the India Compa- 
ny. The principal employments on the ifland bpmg 
veiled in their hand^^ they lived in a itate equal to that 
of the nobles in Venice, and to their ftriftocratical 
manners joined fomething alfo of a fpirit of financing, 

which 



which is always prejudicial to tht fpint of agrkut 
turei Every appointment was at tfieif difpofd, and 
itbeir power was alike abfplute jn judicial matters^; as 
jin matters of trade. Some of tkem cleared the lanlisy 
^nd .ereftcd buildings, which they fold again at an 
^exorjbitant rate to thofe who came thither to fettle* Art 
outcry was railed againft the opprefibrs, but lb great 
was tixcir pow^r, that no redrels could be obtained/ 

S^vERAX feafariiig people eilablifhed here, wKe fof 
.^ long time could not .underfbiid cfaac the dangers Mnd 
fatigue of tb^ (fade ^o ladia s^s to them, in propor- 
tion as dieihonours aAdproiits of it weii^co thofe for 
ivhom xhey iahERir<^d. This iettlemeot fo Aear to the 
ladies .raiii^d great e^odatioas x>n their £r£k ^coming. 
JBur before their eftabliihment was efFq£te4i 4^hey -be* 
^:2aric diicomtented^ and much more fo afterwiU'dSw 

The oonwany 4ent ouc a miiitairyfbrce^ anK>ng 
whom were fome oflScers of high birth, Thcfe had 
no idea of degr.adix3g tl^em^lves fo £ar as to rank or 
conned with waon who had formerly been Merchants 
Clerks^ except to receive their pay of them : they 
iflcedthefeamen as little asthe merchants^ — theirman- 
ners were too blunt and unpolilhed. Thus their 
pride (landing in the way of their fortune^ they con- 
tinued as poor as wh^ they left France^ 

.SoMjp qf ite Ki^ttg's troops touched itfre, ajid ftaid 
jrofl>e pivne^ A Jb^ of the officer^ tempt€^ by the fe^ 
rcnity of the (climate and ^ Joye of ealc, fixed their 
abode here. jEyery thing and every body being fub- 
jcftto the company. only, the dibaltcrn did not meet 
here with the diftinjftion andrcipeitpaid to him in gar* 
rifons^ and which Were fo flattering to ' his vanity,— 
being withojit emplojmcnt he was looked upon as an 

alieo 



^f^ ^Q^oog ij}c mercantjil^ people, irach of whoxi^ h^d 
)^ p^cyfar intcreft to attpnd to. 

•QT'H?«. fejtlers hen?, were tlje Mliiionanes of Su 
X^fiziffu^^ who fivailiQS themfelves of the fimplicity of 
diip fl^ inh^bipmts, had exercifed a dominion over 
thistn uncpntroukd : but when the bodv of the peo- 
ple iucr^afiijg very faft, divided and difperfed itfelf, 
they were content to attend to their paftorai funftions^ 
and tQ fome pf the better fort of families who counie* 
lianccd thrir vifits. 

Next landed fbme merchants who brought money 
with thep, though to no gre^t amount. In an ifland 
without trade they added to the abules of brokerage 
already pra^iled, and introduced befidcs monopolies 
of every kind. 

Thev quickly became odious to the other inhabi- 
tants, who. wanting the means of imppAtion, were 
themiiblves impofed upon, and gave ch^ ir oppreflbrs 
the^epithet of Baninnfy a name there held iq ai mu4l 
abhorrence as that cif Jew in France. They ^Ifg 
fflfefted to defpifc the <fiftinftms of r«nk» loftiing 
upon every man after ii$ hairing crflflc4J5b^-Une> tQ 
be the equal of his neighbour.. 

At length the late war m Ind^a, imindaied y^pm th$ 

Ifle of France, the fcum of Europe andof Afia, Bank- 
fwpts, — ruined Liberwnes,-T^Tiu9ve«. and wretches 
ofevery Jc jnd^ who driven from tb? tprmer by thjsir 
crime^^ and from the laf ter by the b^d fuc<;els of oyr 
arms^ attempted tp xepftablifb their fortunegi upon ^ 
^m^ of the public. 0n the arrival of this fet of jqeq^ 
the complaints both generp.]4ji4 particular of fhe inhar 
bita^ts were augmented -, every (:hva&er was tjr^^r 
ccd with an Anatic ingoiuity, hitl^rjto upknoyrn t9 

the 



voyage; t% 4be IsL^ or Feakce, f f 

tliccalvuninatoi^ of our climate; no woman was bq^ 
iookcd upoA as chafte, nor any man as honelt : ^i 
confidence and cfternn, were at an end'. Thus by vi- 
lifying all mankind, they thoi^ht to reduce aU man- 
kind CQ their own level. 

All their hopes bmng -founded upon a ch^n« of 
the adminiftr^tion, they "at laft effefted their delign. 
The company in 1 765 yie^ing up to the King^ a co- 
lony which had co& them fo much trouble and ex- 
,penc5Ci~Ordef a<id peace wert now expeded to 
refume their feat, but it was found that this change 
had added new leaven to the fermentation : for a num* 
ber of perfons wer^ fcnt by authority from Paris to 
make their fortunes in an ifland, uncultivated and 
ivithout any fettled trade, and where paper is the only 
currency. T^fc then were malecontents of another 
fori. 

« 

A psaty.of the inhabitants who were grateful c- 
nough to continue their attachment to the company, 
faw with grief, the introduAion of the royal jurifdte- 
lien. The other party that had -reckoned upon thte 
new government, feeing that none but oeconomical 
plans were\adopted, felt their difeppointment the 
more fevcrely, dn aceeunt of the expeftations they 
had fi*ttned. 

Tp ihefe »ev differences were added the diiTentions 
of bodies of mem who were at continual variance 
even in France, — the departments of the marine, 
the pen, — and the fvo^^-r-In fhort, the mii|dof 
f yefy io^iyidu^ l^ing neither occupied by bufinef^, 
f^ af»ufed b(y public entertainments, retired within 
itielf,. to bropd ov^ its. own inquietudes. ' 

Difcord reigns all over the ifland, and has entirely 
^^rpatfd that Ifvve of fociety which might be ex- 

pcdted 
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pcfteH to previil among Frcnchincn banifhcd to 4 
drfarf, furrouhded by the feas, and at the end of the 
V^OrW, Each man isdifcontented j — each man'wantj 
to get a fonune— and to leave the place. To hear, 
them talk one would think the ifland would be again 
uninhabited, every man declaring he will go away 
next year, and foiiie of them have held this intention 
for thirty years paft, yet remain to make the fame 
declaration the year enfuing* 

An officer from Europe foonlofes here his ihilitarjr 
ardour. In general he has but little money and is in 
want of every thing -, his houfe is without furniture : 
provifions when bought retail are cxceflively dear, 
and he finds himfelf the fole confumcr between the 
inhabitants and th^ merchant, who fcem to ftrivc 
Vhofliallimpofeupon him moft. This forces him to a& 
upon the defenfive, — he buysby wholefale,and makes 
^e moft of all opportunities of getting good bar- 

gains, every commodity being of double value after 
(le departure of the fhips. The anxiety of provi- 
ding fer his family being at an end, another enfues, 
he torments himfelf with the thougjits of being an 
i^xile from his native country^ and being deftined to 
remain he knows not how long ia one df (btute of 
every comfort and convenience, want of employ- 
ment and company, aided by the hopes of gain, 
Dllure him to engage farther in that commerce, which 
'TOcre neccffity at firft drove him to, 

The«e are without doubt fome exceptions to this 

general charafter of the military, and were they not 

even numerous, -I fhould recite them with plcafure. 

jM, de Steenhovre,.the commfahdihg officer is. a pat- 

, tern of every virtue, 

Tt?? regiments furnilh a number of workmen -, 

for 
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for the heat is not fe exceifive as tb prevent the white 
people from working in the open air. That advan*:^ 
tage however for the benefit of the coiony ha$ not 
been made in this ftip^, that mighthave beexu .A*^ 
moi^ the recruits lent from Europe, there ate £re4 
qisently wretches capable of the moft oirocjous* Ttk 
lainies. I cannot for my part conceive but that tte 
fending of culprits: whofc crimes have rendered them 
unworthy to remain in their native country, muft be 
trf:' bad confequence to any colony in an incipient ftate. 
Thdfc unhappy creatures frequently become fo defpe- 
rate, as to murder each other with their bayonets vt^ 
on the rooft trifling occafion* : ' ( : • 

Although the feamendo but come and go. they 
yet have a great, influence upon the manners of the 
the inhabitants. Their policy confifts in.complain^ 
ing of the peaces wlicnce they come, as w:eli as ot thofe 
they arrive at. They would have you believe thAt 
their lucky hour has pafled tliem without their ma^ 
king a proper ad vantageof it,— they fpeak of. them^ 
fclves conftantly . as ruined men ; they tell you . how 
dear they have bovght^ and to what Jofs they havfe 
fold. The truth of this matter is, .that they think 00 
bargain a good one, unlefs they get a 150 per cent by 
it. A cafk of claret cofts 1 50 livres, and every thing 
elic* in proportion. One would fcarcely. imagine that 
«JBttrapean goods wete. dearer here tha&i in India, and 
Indian gocds tlearer than in Europe^ This however 
is the' cafe. The feamen are m^ch regarded by 
the; inhabitants whoi indeed.coiild hardly exift with- 
out them. Their murmuxinss, and perpetual going 
to and again give the ifland the appearance, and in a 

degree the manners of an inn* . . 

-* • 

From fo many of fuch diflerent conditions, refulta 
as it were a people of diflerent nations wha hate each 

other 
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other moft cofdiaUy^ Probkjr and lioiiour areiniiD 
tficcm^ The itmniwg man b here the man of wit. It 
is however ia my opinioioa acharaAer worishy oiily 
of fbxet^ it u oertainty lx)tEpit^erty natural to tbe 
kmnan Ipieciesy and a wnstched. Ibdety muft thai be^ 
Kfaem it b looloed upon as ancftimable qualitfi On 
ite other hahd, nuftruftful or wary pec^le are much 
AQSk^% this, may appear a cdatradi£bion, b\it the 
taSon is, that there is ids to besot^ from perfims ufed 
ta hd on their guard, who may oeteft and expoib thofe 
who w^uld impofe upon thenu^ They wiU flock a- 
iiDdit a n^ whom they know to be artful, and will 
a&fl: him to the utmoft in duping the ignomnt. 

^ iTH^m iA&nfibility with tdftSi to the feeling 
which conftituie the happineis of a gsnerotiSr miftd, 
k ottntme. They have no tafte lor arts or li:erature^ 
tetdeq>ly regret their abfence £romthe Opera and the 
Women of Paris. Every fcntiment of huma^iity i& 
Imtt ilepraved, nay, I may iay extin&. I wai onci^ 
fl^t the funerdi of a confidef able merchant, but faw na 
^ns of affli(3;ion ; his brother-in-law remarked in^ 
tteed that they had not dug the grave fo deep as it 
flnoi;^ hare been« 
.' • » " . 

Tms indifferenGe ^ctend^ to all thin^ about thenu 
The iibreets aod courts are neither pavedy |U3rplan€ed 
with .trees; the houfes are meer cabbios of wood^^ 
which may be eafily reifaoiped from one place to ano- 
ther upon rollenii; Tl^ wtndows have neither gla& 
nor curtains^ and the hoofts^ have but littk fiinu^ 
ture, and that little very QsiaJobj* 
* < 

There is a fort of exdunKr, where people meet tt 
noon and in the evening ; here they make their bar- 
ttittfts^ and rail at, and talk Icahdal of their ne^h- 
£«%:$> The married people in the tcwn ate very 

few 
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few. Thofe Who M ihfit richy pkad tbsir drcom* 
ilafices t$ nil eceufefdr MMifiuiiig fiftgle : othirs fay 
they wiH aot fetfk fiU their i«turn to Frftnce % but 
ftie; tfu6 jheafon i^, tKeir feldMti or ever nneetiiig with 
a rcpulfe iA thei# ^tfn^ upon the Mgrc gids^ B»> 
fides, th«^e Ate reiy itw good matclics for thtt inn% 
ted thoviriihd fntnks * being A forculse but fekiom 

The greater part x^t tht married people ll^rc upo& 
their pianjcations. The women fcarcely cifef cOSle t6 
town out to a ball, or to qonfefs ^i Eafter. Thejr art 
moil pallionately fohd ot dan^ingi No ^her U ^ 
bail announced, than tbey- come in crOudis, bfOUght 
in palanquins, which are a tort of litter, ahd carried 
upon . the fhoulders of four nearoes, four others fol- 
lowing as a tetay. As many children as there are in 
the family, fo rnany of thefti vehicles are thefc, and 
each attended as above by eight blacks* Th6 hsxt- 
bands who are prudenc and laving^ are very aVerfe to 
thefe ^xcurfioas, as hindrahces of the bulinefs of the 
planutions \ but the roads art: fo bad, that a wheel 
carriage here is of no ufe* 

't^t woiftefl are tathel- piie, but well made, and 
in geilefal h4lttlfoto*,*^thtfy have naturally a gfcSr 
flow bf Wit ^d j^ilrfti, and if better educated would 
bfc ttoA agfeeiblte Mihpauiionis, but I have known 
fome fo ignorant as to be unable to read. 

A^ thdr ttittlihgs Aef «t referV*d4iftd mertt; tacli 
Woman tftiAgswithlifcr iome fccwt prcttJnfion^, eithei* 
ftOHrti thfe fottiWe, the toiploy, <>r the Wrth x^ the 
hufband : others itfckon tipo/i theif 'ytwth or their 
beau^ ; aft Euttpiaft looks with tUfd^n up«n a Cre- 
ole, who as ofteii look^ ^n the Etiropean as an 
adventurer. 

^ £ 437ti<' ^rtitertabditftfi icetiohiitag to tke ftfte of Exdumg t . 

Not- 
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\NQTWiTHSTANbfKG that^he toHgue of r<^ndal is 
evfcr fpeaking to their prqjijdUre^ thoy afe in my o- 
pioioa far. ciorc dcferving than th§ mcn^ fcy ,whon> 
diey arcnegfedted for the bJ^ack (laves. Such of the 
wdmea:as txc really virtuous, are the more to be 
commended^, that it is by no.meanspwing to their e- 
ducation thatthey are fo. They have at cmce ta com- 
bat with the heat of tlie climate, the indifference of 
their hufbands, and the prodigality and ardouL of 
vpung . officers, (killed ih feduftion and tegardlefs of 
rcpulle:. if then Hymen complain^ and with juftice 
or the ihfiddities of the fair fex, whbrti can we thank 
but ou^elves', who have introduced the manners of 
France jubori the Ihorcs 'of •Africa. * 

. ■ . J . •, .- . 

Jn other relpefts they have very many' good quali- 
fies,— are domeftic, ' fober, (drinking, watfer only, ex.- 
cept rarely), and neat in their apprrel to an extreme. 
The drefs rtioft common here is of mufliri trimmed 
with rofe coloured taffaty. , They are extravagantly 
fond of their children, wno run about the houfe na- 
ked, very foon after they are born •, are never put in 
fwaddling clothes, but are frequenely bathed, eat 
fruit as. they think . proper^, live without care, and 
without ftudy^-^^f^ fo6n grow ftfong and robuft. 
The puberty of^ both fexes makes a very early apr 
pearance. I have known girl^ .married hef e at eleven 
years old. , \- ^ , . . . 

^ This manner of ^ bringing, i?p children which ap- 
proaches &. neaf .to a liate of nature leaves, t^ern^ in 
an almoft litter ignorance •, but tlie vices of the negro 
women, which they ihibibewitTi'tlieir milk, and their 
jpaprices, whiththcy are jfiiffered to cxercife ,upon 
fhe poor fl^vc| ^.a,de^5j: of. tyranny beyond all 
bounds, adds to this ignorance all the "(depravity' in- 
cient to fociety^ To remedy djis. evil,, the principal 
. ■ ' people 
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people fend their children while very young into 
France, from whence they return with vices perhaps 
more amiable, but certainly more dangerous. 

• The number of Planters on this ifland, is Icarcely 
four hundred. There are about a hundred women 
of condition, about ten only of whom live in the 
town. The evening is their vifiting time — and for 
want of converfation, they game, or foon grow tired 
of each other* At eight o'clock the evening gun 
fires, and every body goes home. 

Farewell, my dear friend ; I am really grieved^ 
to think that in fpeaking of mankind as they are, 
the truth carries with it the air of a fatire. 



Port Louis, Ifle ot France, icth of February, 
1769. 
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LETTER XII. 



Of the BL A C K SI 

• 

I0 xht Population^ of this iflwd^ I muft mclude the 

Indian:s and N£^iiO£.&.. 

h^ HB the firft ate the Malabari^ of Malayans^ i 
^ X niiW and gentle people^ who coihe from Poh- 
dicherry, where they let menlfelves * fervaftts f6r a. 
term of years. They are almoft all of handicraft 
trades,, and occupy a fuburb, called the Camp of the 
Blacks* This people is of a deeper hue than the 
inlanders, of Madagafcar, who are perfeft Negroes •, 
but have features, as. regular as a European^ and not 
the frizled hair.. They arc Ibber, thrifty, and mucE 
given to women. They wear on their heads, a tur- 
ban t, are clothed in long muflin gowns, and carry 
large rings of gold in their ears, and filver bracelets^ 
on their wrifts. Some of them let themfelves to the. 
rich people, and are called PionSy a kind of domeftic 
like our running footmen, who executes every com- 
miffion, with the moll profound gravity ;, and by way 
of diftindtion, carries a cane in his hand, and a poig- 
nard in his girdle. It were to be wiflied^ that a great 
number of Malabars were eftablilhed here, efpecially 
as labourers ; but I never faw one of them fond of 
forming work- 

The Blacks who till the ground, are brought frOnv 
Maditgafcar, where a flave. iaay be bought for a bar-. 

ret 
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bl of powdfer^ fot» a^ few? iftufqucts, linen, or c^)eciw 
ally for piaftres ; the gfeateft price paid is * fifty 
crowns, and that rarely. 

^ Thi^ nation Have Aehha* fo fiat a nofe, nor fo black 
^ ikin as' the-Nttgnoies of. Guinea. Sonuf of them are 
only to be caikd brown, and fome, as the Ba/amham^ 
have long hair, of a brown, or carrotty colour. They 
are a^iiv'e, ingetiioos, have a quick knte of honour 
and of gratitude, &r le&:. nriodiul of injuries done to 
themfelves perfonaily, than of thofe offered to their 
family,-^wnichlaft, they: deem an infolt of thehigheft 
degree. When in their otm country, they make a* 
Variety of things widi< much art and ixldoftry. Their 
zagaye^ or halfipike^ ii ti^ry Well fbrged, akhough 
they hare nothsnig bucfix^es for both anvil and ham- 
mer. Their linens^ or pagneSj which are weaved by 
women^ are ^ry fine, and' beautifully colouced* 
Their manrier of throwing this garment round tkem^ 
is cMrtms^f graee^sl^ Thbir l^d^^^fs is very r&-- 
jgular; in rows o£ curb aiid^ braids, nicely ranged one! 
above the other ;• this is alfo- tfte work of women. 
They ard p^onaiiety fond of dancing and mufic, 
and play xspon an iftfti^llnM(? called a Tamtam^ whichi 
is a kind of bov«(^ m^cIIl a gourd bottle ^tted to it. 
Thie found cS it is v^ry f^n^ and is a pleafing accom* 
panymeM to thdr f^gs^ of w^hcch, love is always 
tliie fabjed. The gid^ dance to the fbng^ their lovtfrsT 
compofe, while the fpei&acoi« beat time, andaj^aasdr 
the^pefeirmance; 

They are very hofpitable^ A Black who is tra- 
velHagi^ enters^ though unfanow^^- ineo ther&ib cot- 
tage he comes tO; fits dowA vidi die inh^bitiams of 
it, and partakes of their repaijt, i/^ithout b^g quef^ 

H'a tioncdg 

-^0855 <2i 
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tioned, whence he comes ? or whither he is going ? 
This, cuftom is general. 

These arts, and thefc manners, they bring with 
them to the Ifle of France, where they are landed 
with a i^ag round their loins. ^ The men are ranged 
on one fide, — and on the other, the women, with their 
infants, who cling for fear to their mothers. The 
inhabitant having examined them, as he would a 
horfe, buys what are for his purpofe. Brothers — 
fillers — friends— lovers— are torn afundcr, and bid- 
ding each other a long farewell, are driven weeping 
to the plantations they are bought for. Sometimes 
they turn defperate *, fancying that the white people 
intend eating their flefh, making red wine of their 
blood, and gunpowder of their bones. 

They are treated in the following manner : At 
break of day, a fignal of three fmacks of a whip 
calls them to work, each of them betakes himfelf with 
his fpade to the plantations, where they work al-^ 
moft naked in the heat of t;he fun. Their food is . 
maize, bruifed, and boiled, or bread made of Ma- 
nioc f , and tliir clothing, a fingle piece of linen. 
Upon the commiffion of the moft trivial offence, they 
are tied hand and foot to a ladder ; the overfeer then 
comes with a whip like a poftilion's, and gives th^m 
fifty, a hundred, or perhaps two hundred lalhes upon 
the back. Each ftroke carries off its portion of fkin. 
The poor wretch i^ then untied, an iron collar with* 
three fpikes put round his neck, and he is then fent 

* Liidicrouflx extravagant* as this fancy ai^ feem, refledUon 
vpon the barbarities exercifird upon tjbem. mull allow the pi^ffibt* 
lity of its fuggellin^ itfelf, efpecialiy in nainds fo ignorant as the 
flaves art dcfcritfed to b^. • r. 

f A root, for which the Engliih have no name.— 'Tis poifon, 
if eaten raw, but wholeibmc aud good, if bcilei. T. 

back 
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back to his talk. Some of them are unable to fit 
down for a month after this beatings which punifh- 
ment is inflifted with equal fcverity on women as 
on men. 

In the evening, when they return home, they arc 
obliged to pray for the profperity of their mafters ; 
and before they go to reft, they wifh him a good 
night. 

Th£RS is ^ law in force in their favour, called the 
Code Noire^ which ordains, that they fhall receive no 
more than thirty lafhes for any one offence, — that 
they Ihall not work on Sundays, — that they fhall eat 
meat once a week, — and have a new fhirt every year ; 
but this law is not obferved. Sometimes when 
grown too old to labour, they are turned out to 
get their bread where they can. One day I faw a 
poor creature who was nothing but fkin and bone, 
cutting off the flefh of a dead Jiorfe to eat j — It was 
one fkcleton devouring another. 

When a European feems affefted at thefe fights, » 
the inhabitants tell him, he does not know the Blacks 
— That they are fuch gluttons as to go and fteal 
viftuals from the neighbouring houfes ; — fo idle, that 
they take no manner of care ot their matter's bufincft, 
nor do what they afe fet about;— that the women- 
are totally, inattentive to family affairs, and fo little 
concerned; about children, that they had rather pro- • 
cure an abortion, than bring them into the world. 

The Negroes are naturally lively, but after having 
been fome time in flavery, become melancholy. Love 
feems the only piaflion their forrows will permit them 
to be fenfiblevof. They do. all in their power to get 
fnarri^d j and if their own choice i§ fuffcred to take 

H 3 place. 



pkce, they generally j>itefer fhofe -who 'haveipftfiec^ 
thse pritnc orthtcir -yoHth** 'who, ihey ttU you, maki 
tettiBr /eup than the iveryy^oMng-mes. They give the 
wife all they polTefs. If their miftrefs is the (lave of| 
another planter, they will^o three or four leagues iii 
<hc nigfit to fce'hcr^ through -ways one wotilatiimk 
impstffeble. When under the influence ef<hisjpaflBonj 
<hey are alike feariefs ^ fettgvte «or.oPpuniJhment.'' 
Sometimes they appoint a rendezvous in the middle 
of the night, aivd^erhgps, under the ftxclterof arocki 
they ^unbe to rtie dilma! found, <jF a W^dder-fiHed 
with peas : but .the fight-oF a White pcribn, or ^c 
bat4diig of a dog, immediately brwks up tfec af- 
fembly. ' '••■ -•* ; ,.•.:. .^ 

They have alfo dogs ^ with them, and it is an un- 
cteub«5d tru^, -tfcat thfefe animals ^ know' perft6Hyi 
«5v^n in the dark, n€«:only a white mim,^ut adt^ 
tbat belongs to a^ white man,— ^toth of 'wltom, they 
ftar and Ji^e ; howling as foon as they approach. / 

The dogs of the white peoj)le feem on their parts, 
to Iwive -adopted the fentimj^nts of their ittaftcr^ ; anct 
St =Ae kaft encouragement, will fly wkh the utmoft 
fery upona^flave^or'upqn^hisd^g. i 

r %^' %ofiy the ©kcfes ai«c fometHWS unable to en^ 
du¥e their hard iot, and give thcmfdves vp to dcf-^ 
pair. Sonae,-^ai»-or.poifon themfclves ; oriiers wJH 
got into a littie boat, and ^idiout fails,* provifions, 
or cempafs, hazaird a voyagc-of two hundred leagues, 
to return to Madagafcar, where they have been fome-. 
t^ft¥a& fcen to landf^ -and tfeps^c been taken, and fent 
barfk^tottheiJ ms^ftcFs. < . . . .... 

In general, they fccrcfte ^^mfelvcs in *t|ie woods, 
wheye^dii^aiehttntedby^piutaes^o^ hy: 

iv .. .,..., other 
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other negroes i?^ith dogs. Some of the inhabitants 
form parties of pleafure for this purpofe~put up a 
Negro as they would a wild beatt, and if they caii- 
not hunt him d(^n— will Iboot him— cut off his 
head — and bring it in triumph to town upon the eii4 
of a ftick, Qf this I am an eye-witnefs every wee)^* 

When. a M^ron-Negro is catched, he is whipped^ 
Aiid one of his ears cut off : The fecond time,* he is 
Again whipped, the finews of his hams cut ^acrofs, and 
he is put in chains : for the third offence he is hanged^ 
but is bept in ignorance of his fcntenge, 'till put io 
execution. 

I MAVE feen fome of them hanged and broken a^ 
Jive. They went to execupon with joy, and fufferea 
witt»out a cry. I once faw eyen a worrian, throw her- 
fetf from the top of the ladder. They believe that 
jhey Ihall find more happinefs jn another world, and 
that the Fjither of Mankind is |iot \injuft, as men 

SoNfETiMES they are baptized, and are told they 
thereby become the bret^ir^n of the white people, and 
will go to l^eaven. But they are h^dly to pe niade 
believe thajt the Europeans can ever be inftrume(ital 
to their going to Paradife j faying, that on earthy 
they are the caijfe of ail the fufferings they endure, 
They fay^ that before Europeans landed in their coun- 
try, they fbi^ght with fticks headed with iron •, that 
they now, taught by us, kill each other at a great 
diftance with fire and balls ; that m order to procure 
flaves at a cheap rate, we foment continual divifions 
and wars among them ;i that formerly they followed 
the impulfc of Nature, without fear of thole grievous 
diftempew, with which we have poifoned tiie confti-r 
Cutions of their women : thafe we fuffer them to lah-. 
Milh, without clothes, and without npuriihment, and 

beat 
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beat them inhumanly without reafon. Of all this, I. 
have feen frequent inflances. A fcfmale flave came 
one day, and throwing herfelf proftrate at my feet, 
toH me ; — that her miftrefs made her rife fo very ear- 
ly every morning, and fit up every night fo late, that 
flie was almoft totally without fleep • and that N\hen 
overcome with fatigue, fhe did chance to drop aflcep, 
her miftrefs caufed her lips to be rubbed yrith ordure, 
which if fhe did not lick off, fhe underwent a whip- 
ping. A relief from this intolerable grieyai^ce, was 
what fhe begged I would intercede tor. — I did fo •, 
and obtained my requeft. Interceffioris of thi^ kind^ 
are fomietimes complied with, and the puniftiment is 
redoubled a few days after. I was a witnefs to this 
condudt, in a Counl?llor, wJhofe Blacks con^plained 
of him to the Governor •, and who afTurcd nie, that 
on the morrow he would have theni (lead from head 
to foot. Not a day pafles, but both men arid women 
are whipped for having broken earthen ware— for npt 
Ihutting the door after them, or fome Iqcli trifling 
reafon; arid when almofl covered with blood, are 
rubbed with vinegar and fait to heal their wounds'. 
On the key, I have fometitlies feen tbsm fo over- 
whelmed with grief, that they have been uijable evei^ 
to utter a cry,- -others biting the cajnnon to 
y/hich they ave tied. — My pen is weary of writing this 
recital of horrors ; my eye^ of feeing, and my ears of ^ 
hearing their doleful moanings.' Happy you, wh9 
when tired of continuing in town> can retire to a 
country where fertile plains are feen, with rifing 
hills, villages, harvefts and vintages, the plenty of 
which chears the hearts of a people who accompa- 
ny their labours with dancing and fihging. — Signs 
thefe, at leafl, of happinefs. 'The fights I fee, are 
ipoor Negro women bent over a fpade, the compa^ 
'hidn of their labour, — their children flung at theii;' 
backs— Negroes, who pafs trembling and fhrinking 

pefore. 
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before me, — fometimes I hear the found of their 
hcur afar off; but far more frequently, the im^ck of 
the whips, diat eccho in the hills like the report of 
a piftoli and cries of, *• Mercy ! Matter, Mercy l^* 
which at oncp ftrike ftiy ?ar$ 4nd pierce my heart. . 

If I feek ^ refiremejit, I ^nd ^country, barren, 
nigged, and rocky \ mountain whofc fummits, 
inacceffible, retard the coiirfe of the clouds, and 
breaking them, form torreqts th^t rulh into abyile$ 
equally horrible and and tremendous. The winds 
that roar in the deferts, the hollow, difmaj found of 
the waves daftilng upon die breakers, the fea before 
me, vail, and extending to regions unknown to the 
human race, all combine to deprefs and dejeft my 
fpirits, and to furnifli me wkh id^as fit only for an 
exile and an out call. 



PoRT-Louis, April 15, 17%. 



P. F. Whether coffee andfugar are really necef- 
fary to the happinefs of Europe, is more than I can 
fay, but I affirm — that thele two vegetables have 
brought wretchednefs and mifery upon America and 
Africa. The former is depopulated, that Europeans 
may have a land to plant them in ; and the latter, is 
ftripped of its inhabitants, for hands to cultivate 
them. 

It is thought more fgr our intereft to have planta- * 
tions for cultivating ourfelves the commodities we 
want, than to purchafe them of our neighbours. But 

♦ I fuppofe this to be tbc inftrui^^nt they dance to, as before- . 
p)ent|oDea. ^. 

'.' " -Put 
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B«t fincc *capjpenters, bricklayers, mafons, and orfic^ 
workmen ^m Europe, can work in the open air, an4 
«xpofed- te the fun, why fliould not white men be 
employed in all forts x)f labour ! But what then is to 
become of the proprietors of diefe lands ? I anfwer^ 
they would beconl^; phe richer by this means. An 
jnJiabkant would live at his eafe, were he to employ 
twenty formers, — pofleflcd of tj^renty flaves, he ftrug- 
^^es in vain with an infurmountable poverty. The 
fMinofeer of flaves here are computed at 2600, A 
ycariy recruit of an eighteenth part of that number^ 
is found abfcflutely neceffary. Hence y/e fee that the 
colony kft to icfelf, would in eighteen years be ex- 
tiipated.— ^-iSo true is it, that without liberty and 
jpr^perty, population muft decreafe, — and that inr 
juftic-e ajid good hv^lbandry are incompatible. 

The Code Noir^ is faid to be made for relief of 
the flaves. Be it fo-r-Yet does the cruelty of the 
inaft:ers exceed the punilliment it permits, and their 
avarice with-hold the food, the relt, and the reiyards 
it decrees. Jf the poor wretches complain of this 
infriogenKHi:, to whom do they feek for redrefs ? to^ 
jui^s, whio arc perhaps the tyrants^ under whole 
^prefljoa they lariguifh. 

But fay they, thefo people are not to be reftr^ined, 
\^% by fevierides. Punilhineflts muft be inflifted, 
Unotn caJIars with throe pQints, whips, fetters ix)r their 
legs * J and chains of iron for thei^ 9^cks mxxSt bc= 

iiuule 

f. I cannot belp ^«|^p«uig tjgt ^^fcr^ iq this place, a fon oF 
Sro^ }/L(i%Ki or as it h iRQire propeily calicd a Mi7^si««» K^jl^ 
numbers of which, (am told,' are kept by fcveral wholefale iron- 
mongers in this city, to fupply the orders of meychan^s And plan. 
•er«-in the Vfell*In^ia tflandsi-^1 have feeh one of thein %t th^ 
i^ottfe of a Gentlcm«D| as well known for his oniverfal benevolence^ 
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piadc ufe of-^dsy muft "be treatcSllike&VBge beaftt^- 
or the white people could not live like ihen; From* 
this principle, fo grofsly unjuft, ho confequences can 
be deduced, bvtt what Are equally unjuft aftd inhu- 
man ; mr ^docs it fufiicc, that thefe poor Negroes arc 
viiSims to the avarice and cruelty of the moft depra- 
ved »of men, btit they muft alfo be the fport of their 
fophiftical arguments, • - 

<3rR priefts tell them, that the flavery of their pre- 
fciit 'life^ will enfure to them a fpiritud * liberty in 
Heaven. But the greater part are bought a( an age; 
too late to learn French, and our Miffibnaries do not 
underftand the language of the country, M6reQver^ 

asfor his particular perfeverance in behalf of the African Negroes, 
and who. yies it as an I row argument a^atnll the 'toleration of 
Slave- ho]<ling.«»-ljt is faAen^d round thr nm:K of tlie wretched-Cul- 
jprlt, by a collar, from which rife hme 'Bar» ^f tr on^ forming th« 
Mafic and Head-piece;— -^befok'c the mouth i» a round plate of 
iron, wherein are bored holes, tq slUow a imafl portion of breath 
fo the' wearer«<-<-^— There ie alfo a place fbr4|ts iiofe«— -^A Hat 
pieoe x>f iron pK$ into the mouth, and ads Qpdin the tonj^^ae and 
gland', a^ a flavering-btr does upon thofe of a boi4e.«»-^ Worn ^ 
a man working beneath the fcorching nya of the (on in the torrid 
zonc^ k fdoa attains a violent de|;ree of heat, which widi the 
eonftaat flowing of the lal^va, ia « Uttlf u«ie^ excoriates the nofe, ■ 
iiiootb^ atid chm^ and itiu^ooeaiiofi s^roitMRKT, the v^ery id^of 

which k Would gixe tDe^piun.to,conviy lo tbg Reader.' fo B«^ 

gland, 4ve put upon a vicious i&M^^ o^ a'Qiilphievousyiyj a mu^ 
sde of lbatheii>— -^hlsr^-'-^ielf-prefervanon difiatcs,— -o-bur 
twhat cogtnt odttve :Gaa urge the- flave-iiolder, to pot upon 4iii 
fidlo^r^eawo-^-upon a H4W'~^A«sra»¥ osf r»ftK«-'-^.«}i|f 
tell the Keadcr,— Tii dp prevent him, when at wodt, .lnpf||; 
flicking* or eating of tiie fugar-oaoes, hei^ein denying him (^^ 
indulgence which the Ali^iCfrrr <joi>^ charged the Ifraclioe, 'by 
tbe.Mmemfaranceof his xmm (LaMcry :ia Eg^, 4o <hew to »m 
^EAST, when treading out the corn,— or frqm^ttiog Jili^^ildjto' 
his wretched exiftenoe,r by cramming himfelf with the dirt of the 
ground.-— ^ A pradice tp which the deipairing wretches are fre- 
quently driven by the merulcA treatment of. their worfe than 
pgyptitn Taflan^llers. Ti^ • ' ' '^ . .< 

thofe 
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thofe who have beto baptized, are not a jot better 

treated than the reft. 

• ' • . 

The Planters add, that the Negroes merit the 

vengeance of Heaven, for the traffic they carry on* 

Are we then to take upon us to be their executioners ? 

Let us leave the dcftrudion of kites to the vultures* 

I AM concerned to fee, that Philofophers, who en- 
ter the lifts with fo much alacrity to combat other 
abufes^ fcarceiy fpeak of this flavery of the Negroes^ 
beyond a degree of pleafantry. Indeed, 'tis a fubje6k 
they feem defirous of avoiding. They fpeak of the 
maffacre of Paris, and of the Mexicans by the Spa 
niards, as if the crimes of our days, and in which the 
half of Europe are concerned either as principals or; 
gcceffaries, were not equal to them* Can they be- 
lieve the iniquity of murdering a number of people 
of a different perfuafion than ourfelves, to be greater,^ 
than that of oringing mifery and torment of the fe- 
vereft nature upon a whole nation, to whom we are 
imiebted for thofe delicacies which our luxury has 
rendered neceffary to us ? Thofe beautiful rofe and 
ftaa^e-colours^ in which our Ladies are drefled, cot- 
ton, of lo goner^ ufe, coffee and chocolate, now the 
only brcaktaft admitted to polite tables ; the rouge 
with which the pallid beauty gives new bloom to her 
complexion ; — all thefe are prepared by the induftri-. 
ows hand of the enflaved and oppreffed Negro. Ye 
women of fenfibility and fentiment, who weep at the 
affcfting ftory of a novel, or the reprefe^itation of a 
tragedy, know, that what; cpnftitutes your chiefeft:. 
delight, is moiftened with the tears, and died with 
the blood of men. 



LET. 
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LETTER XIII. 



Agriculture. Herbs, Vegetable^, aad Flowers 

imported. 

TH E greater part of the plants, trees and ani- 
mals^ I .am ^out to defcribe, have been brought 
here by order of government. Some of the inhabi- 
tants have contributed their endeavours for this pur- 
pofe ; among others, Meffrs. de Coflini, Poivre, Herr 
mans, and le Juge, I wiflied to have learnt the 
names of the others,, that I might have mentioned 
them with the refpeft which is their due. The gift, 
or introducing of ,a ufeful plant, being, in my opi- 
nion, of more pqnfequence, than the difcovery of a 
gold mine, .a»d ^ nn^onument moxQ durabje tfian a 
pyrjwpid 

I SPEAK of them in the following order ; firft, the 
plants, which being once fown, ever after f6w them- 
felves, and are, as it were, naturalized in the coun- 
try ; fecondly, thofe that are articles of cukivatioa 
in the country ^ thirdly, the produce of the kitchen- 
garden ; fourthly, of the flower-garden. I fhall pur- 
luc the fame method with the trees and fhrubs. Qi 
thofe I know^ I ihall omit none. — Whatever Nature 
has not difdained to form, we certainly ought not vsl 
xhink too jnfignificant to defcribe. 

• , • ■ 

Amonq the plants that grow wild, is found iafem& 
of the plains round the town, ^"kind of indigo, w3jich 

I ap- 
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1 apprehend to be foreign to this ifland. It is of no 
nfe. 

The Purflaiii gfoivs ih ftndy places i I tekc this 
to be natural h^re, being reckoned among that clafs 
of Plants^ which i^hen rotten, maniires the ground, 
and which Nature feems to have riiade the growth of 
dry and fandy foils, to facilitate ve^tations of Other 
kinds.. 

WAtEii-CkESsirs, are found in every rivulet. Their 
have been brought here thefe ten years. The Dande- 
lion and W3Dnnwood grow fpontaneouflfy in rubbifli, 
or ground ntrwly opened ; but above aU,- the moUen^ 
ejtpands its large downy leaves, and fhoots up its gi- 
t^dple of yellow flowers to a furprizing height. 

The Buli!iiih (rioJt the Ghinefe plant fo called) is k 
grais about the. height of weli-gFOwn rye. It extends: 
itfelf daily, and ehoaks tMe^ plants th^ grow near it/ 
It is apt to be tough when dry, and fhould therefore 
be cut belore ripe, ft? is gpceti for five months only 
iji ayear^ and it. is afti»waf ds fet oif fire; notwith^ 
ftanding the burning of it is pfohibited. The flames 
of it burn and parch up the out-lkirtisf of the woods*; 

Ilm^ WHtjc-grafir, (.fo<jalted from the colour of it« 
flower} wasboos^ht here, a* being proper for for^e^ 
hut no ani^cinl w3l€« of it^ the feed TCfembles that 
of cho^^Viti Itnaifc^fes fo 'fefti thftt^^ h is become 
one of ' tb$ plagnes of huibtadry/ 

(■ 
tCnf^^ Br^tte;, ivhi^kfigiMi^ in the^Iiidian langu-^ 

^y a. leaf good to eaty i&^t* ^ecies- of the morelt 
Tniere are two fort^ of it ; one called, the Br cite of 
Mads^afcar. Its leaf is- rather prickly, but of a 
pkafeut taft)^ and is puigative.^ Theother is com- 
monly 
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cnoniy ^rved ujp^ to tsble as fyitau^^ ^nd i&th«ronty 
iood of wiuch the Blacks AM17 eiu at difcretipn, and 
grows all over the ifland. The water in whkh. it is 
boiled becomes terf bitter « In. this liquor^ mingled 
and ftiU mote hnbittered by thdr tears^ the Negroes 
fteep their Caiiave. 

A^foKo the {slants cultivated irt the country,- is^ 
the Caflkve-Root. It gvdWs in dry foib^ itar juice 
has teft the poilbiWlis qaality it formerly had r 'm a 
fhnib, whofe leaf is like that of hen^^^ with a moft m 
thick and as kmg as a- man's aim ; when rafpeoE^ and 
tinprefied, they make cakes' of it, that are hea^y Uk« 
dough. Three pounds of this are aUowed for the food 
of a rf egro for one day. This vc^table grows and 
fpfeads very faft.*-*M. de la Bourdonnoift brought it 
from America. 'Tis a ufeftil plant, being eafiiy 
iheltered from the hurricanes, and enfures a certata 
fubfiftcnce to the Negroes, for the dogs will not eat 
it 

THEMiaite orTnfkilh corA gr(«v&vcry hesmtifuiif 
here. *Tis a precious grain ; turns to good actouiKt^ 
but will not keep more than a yeiir, as the mites get 
into it : this, I think, a good fieafdn why the cuiti^ 
vation of it fhould be encouraged in Europe, as it 
cannot be with-held long from market. It ferves as 
food for the flaves, the fowls, and the cattle. 'Tis 
worthy remark, that the inhabitants ipeak highly of 
the excellence of Maize and the Manioc, but never 
eat of either« I have feen little cakes of them in a 
tdefen, md when they are made with a great deal of 
fugar, of wheat-fldww, and yolks of eggs^ they ar»; 
very eatable^ 

WttEA* 
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Wheat grows well here, but not to any great 
heighth. They put the feed into the ground by fin* 

fie grains, becaufe of the rocks > they cut it with 
nives, and threlh it out witk fmall flicks. It will 
not keep fo long as two ycars^ Pliny tells us, that 
in Barbary and Spain^ it was put in full ear into 
holes in the earth, taking care to introduce a pro- 
per quantity of air, Varip (ays, that it would keep 
by this means for fifty years^ and millet, for a whole 
century, Pompey found at Ambratia fome beans 
preferved in this manner, finc^ the time of Pyrrhus^* 
which was near 120 years. But Pliny will not ad^ 
mit of the cultivation of the earth by flavesof any 
kind, whofework, hefays^ is never done efFeftually^ 
Although the ^meal of the wheat that grows here is 
not fo white as that from Europe, yet I prefer the 
bread of it, to that of european meal, which either 
grows vapid, or ferments during the voyage^ 

Rice, the beft^ and perhaps the moft wholetome of 
all aliments, thrives very much. It keeps longer 
than the wheat, and yields more plentifully. A 
wet foil agrees with it beft. There are above fe- 
ven different (pecies of it in Afia, one of which 
grows beft in a .dry foil ; it were to be wifhcd, that 
this grain were cultivated in Europe, on account of 
its extraordinary iertility. 

The fmaller kind of millet yields abundantly. 
It is feldom given but to the blacks and the beafts. 
Oats thrive exceedingly, but the cultivation of them, 
or of any thing elfe, which the blacks or the beafts 
only derive benefit from, is very little attended to. 

The Tobacco is not good. None is planted but 
by the Negroes for their own ufe^ 

The 



•*v 



VOYAGE to ihe Isut op Frahqi. 113 

IThe Faia^ue^ is a grais, beting Urge leaves, of 
Vic nature pf a fitiail rdfe-tfee. They import it frpm 
Madagafcar, and make of it tht moft delightful arti^ 
iicial meadows. 

• 

Experiments have bleen made, but without fuc- 
cefs, to make Sairrt-fpin, Trefoil, Hemp; Fl^x, and 
Hops grow here: 

You will oWerve,' th^ ouf vegetables in general 
degenerate here, and that thofe who wiflx to have 
them good, are fupplied every year with feed fronl 
Europe,' of the Cape of Good-Hope. The fmatl 
peas are f oti^h, and taftelels ; the French feeians arc 
nard v there is a fort larger, and more temJcr, called 
Cape-peas j it is worth tranfpkrktinte to France. 
Ariother fort of hean^ which tTiey barrer,' they chop' 
iht hufks to' pieces, and drefs them as peas; There 
is another kiM of bean (with a pod a foot long) which 
they plant ind form afbours of. The grain is very 
large, hm of n!o fort of ufe. 

Aitf ichoAks grow here, their leaves are very 
large, and the fruit but fmall; The Carjoon * is 
always tough here ; but being aUb very prickly^ 
and growirtg. to ^, great height, it makes' very go6dt 
hedges. 

The Giromotti is a pttthpkinV no^ fo brge as oiirs^ 
^d if poflrble,^ of a more infipid t^e. ^ The cu- 
cumber is finaller, and not fo plentiful as in Europe. 
The melons hiere are good for nOtWiig, altho* much 
boafted of on account of their fcarcity. The Paftequi^ 
or Water-melon, . is fomething bm«r than the other. 

^ A kind of thlillir,<-^thtfr« is one ibrt of this plaiU that is a(e3 
xa falhd. T. 
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The climate fuits thcfe fruits very well ; but thc* 
loominefs of the foil, is againft them; Gourds grovir 
here to an- enDrmous (ize, and are of particular uti- 
lity ; they ferve the Blacks for plates and difhes. 

TifE Sriugella or Auberginey is of two forts ; the 
one bears a final!, round and yellow fruit, and has a 
very prickly ftem ; it comes from Madagafcar.. The 
'other, which is known, in Paris, is a violet-coloured 
fruit, of the fize aftd form of a large fig. When this 
fruit is well feafoned and boited,. it i» aot bad eating: 

N 

There are two forts: of pepper ; that known ia 
Europe, and another natural to this place •, it is a 
flirub bearing very fmalL fruit, that Ihine like fo ma- 
ny grains of coral upon the moll beautiful green fo- 
liage imaginable. The Creoles ufe it in all their ra- 
gouts. It is ftronger than any other kind of peppery 
and will burn like a caullick. They €alL it mad 
pepper. 

The Pine-Apple^ the mofl: beautiful of all fruits, for 
the variegated colouring of its fcaly rind, for its pur- 
ple creft, and for its fragrant fmell, which is like that 
of aviofet, never ripens here perfeftly . Its j uice is very 
cold, and prejudicial to the ftomach. Its bark is 
on the contrary very hot, and taftes like pepper; 
perhaps, as correcSbive of the juice. Nature fre- 
quently contrails the qualities- of the fame fubjeft.j — 
the bark of the citron is of a hot nature, the juice of 
a cooling ;--^the rind of the pomegranate is allringent, 
the feeds are laxative. &c. 

Strawberries begin to thrive in the cool parts. 
They have neither the fragrancy nor the fweetnefs of 
ours -, they yield but fparingly, any more than the 
raibcrriesi^ which are much degenerated. There is a 

fpecics 
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Tpecies of them from China, very beautiful, and in 
great plenty, which grow to the fize of cherries, but 
have neither tafte nor fniell. 

S.ptNAGE is fcarce here. Garden creffes, forrel^ 
therville, parfly, fennel, and celkry, have ftringy 
|fcttms, and are raifed with great difficulty, Le;^ks, 
l;::ttuce, endif^ and coUiflowers, are fmaller, but not 
lb tender as our^. Cabbage, the moft: ufetul of all 
vegetables, and which is found in all parts, thrives 
very well here. Burnet, purflain,^and lage, grow in 
labundarice •, but efpecially the Capucir.e which grows 
Upon iafgc efpalier's, arid is very long lived. 

Asparagus is hot milch larger than a packthread, 
knd has degenerated in tafte as -^ell as in bulk, and 
lb have carrots; parfnips, turrieps, falafras, and ra- 
dilhes, which are of a biting taitc. There is, hov/- 
fever, a radiih from China, that grows very well here. 
The beet- root grows beautifully, but is very fticky. 
Pota:oe5, /slahum Americanuniy jy-e not bigger here 
"than nuts. The Indian oiles, called Cambar^ fre- 
quently weigh above a pound a-piece ; their flcin is 
of a beautiful violet-colour, but within they are very 
White and tafteleft ; they however, ferve for food for 
the blacks. They increafe very faft, as well'as the 
Jcrufalem artichoak, fome forts of which are prefer- 
able to our chefriuts. Saffron is an herb that tinges 
the ragowts with yellow, as do the ftamina of the 
European kind^ The gingef here, is not fo hot as 
that of India. "What is called here, the Piftachia-nut, 
"which is npt the fruit of the piftachia-tree, is a fmall 
almond^ that grows in th^ ground in a wrinkled Ihell. 
It is pkafant eating when roafted, but is. hard of di- 
geftjon. They cultivate it here, in order to extradt 
oil for burning. This plant is a fort of phenomenon 
in botany, it being uncommon for vcget^k-s that 

I 2 yield 
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yield fruirof an unfbaous nature^ to bear cfaem be- 
low the furfacc o£ the ground^ 

Chives, leeks,, and onions are Imaller tHan in. 
France, and evea thaain the lik- of Bourbon, which- 
is fo aear^ 

Among the plants o£ the flower garden^. I Ihall fpcaL 
firft of our own^ and then of thofc of Alia and. 
Africa- 

The tuberofc, larksfbot, the large daify of China-,, 
pinks of a fmall fpecies,. flo»riIh here as in Europe -^ 
large pinks,, and lillies bear a number of kaves, but; 
feldom flowers. The anemony, ranunculus, Indian- 
pink, and rofe, do not thrive here,,, any more than- 
tlie July-flower; or poppy. I faw no other flowers^ 
that we know of in Europe among the curious^ ex- 
cept the above-mentioned. Many people have at- 
tempted, but in vain,, to tranfplant hitlitiv thyme,, 
lavender, the field-daify, violets, and wild^poppy,. 
the red of which^. with the azure of the blue-bell, la 
beautifully decorate our golden har/efts. Oh ! hap- 
py France ! a corner of whofe fields, is, in my eyes, 
more defirabJe, than tharaoit beautiful gardea this 
illand affords.. 

. Among the flowering-pknts*^ of Africa, T know but 
one, the. teiieimmoneilc of the Cape, the feeds of which 
arc as large and red as ftrawbcn ies, and grow in a 
clufter at the top. of a.ftem,, the leaves of which- ate 
like pieces of grey cloth ; — another /jww^r/r//r-, with, 
purple flowers, grows all over the ifland : a reed, thr 
fize of a horfe-hair, which bears a groiip of leaves^ 
white in the infide, and-violet-colpured without : at. 
a diftance, that bouquet appears in the air.; it comes^ 
from the Cape, as does alfo a fort of tulip, bearing. 

but 
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but two leaves, y/hich lie upon the ground, and feem 
to adhere to it : a Chinefe plant that fows itfelf, and 
bears little flowers like roles ; upon its ftem there 
larc five or fix, vari^^ated alike, Jtrom a deep blood- 
red to the brighteft fcarlet. None of thefe flowers 
have any fmell, and thofe which are known to have 
it in Europe, lofe it on their b^ing tranfplanted hi- 

« 

Aloes flourifli here, T^cir leaves turn to good 
account^ — the fap of them afibrda medicinal gum, 
.and the threads are very fit for a manufadhire of 
f lotk. Tliey grow xipon the rocks, and in the parts 
icorched by |3ie fun. Th; one gnyws out in leaves, 
/trong, thick, and ^ lafge 9s ^ ^n^n, and is armed 
with a long &aft : from the cenit^f grows a ftem as 
high as a tree, furipftted i^tb flowers, from which 
4rops guiQraloes in a perfe^ ftate. The others arc 
upright, like itapers, feVisral fpans high, and have a 
number of very fharp prickles about them : thefe laft 
jjre* marbled, ^iid re0mbj[e f^pen|s that crawl upon 
ib^ ground^ 

N4TURE ibems tQ ha^ treated the Africans and 
Afiatks as htai^sficnxc^^ ipi having given th^m thefe 
at <aice ma0)ifie^iit^ yet i|K>flftrQUs; vegetables, and 
fo haw deajit wi|h vA as beings capab^ of &nfibi<f 
Mty and foqiety. Qh \ ^\itti fhall I bieath the 
perfiimea of the boj^yfuckle ? ^g^n rejpofe mvfeir 
toOP a carpet of milk-Mfeed, falFron, and blue-bells, 
ti& fqod of our lowing herds ? an4 once more hear 
Aurora welcomed by the foogs of the Laho^urer, 
(ddlcd with freedom ^d content, 

. PoRT-Louis,r W^ of France, May 29, l^j$g*, 

i 

LET. 
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LETTER XlVi. 



SHRUBS and TREES brought to the Ifie (if ■ 

. France. 



TH E rofe-tree thrhreg fo 'w;ell heijc, that hedges . 
are niiade of it ; but the floweri aifc not fo tuft- 
ed, nor fs the fmell fo fine as ovfrs ; there is of diffe- , 
rent forts^ amoqg which, a fmall oneirbm China, is 
ih blobrhall the year round. -The jeflaminea of Spain 
and France are perfectly 'naturalized in this foil j thofe 
of Afia, I ihall fpeak of in their place. T^erc are. 
pomegranate- trees with "a double fl&wet, and with- 
fruit upon tliem, i3ut they '^r^ good' for little. The. 
Ihyrtle does not grow fo beautiful here as in'ProvencCv 
TWc are all the flirubs from Europe. 

Those from Afia, Africa, and America, are, the 
C/ijffis * with a fcalloped leaf ; it is not at all like qurs, 
is a large ftiriib,^ bvefgfown with yellow flowers of vk 
ilrong frAell, thdt look like fmall tufts : it yields a* 
bean, with the griin of which they dye black . Being;- 
prickly, it makes good' hedges. ; 

Tnz F(nijapat4e-f^ an Indian word, fignifying the 
Shoimaker^s flower j its flower rubbed upon leather,! 

• Black currant bufli. 
f I (hcu14 rather fuppofe if a corruption of the Eortoguea^ name. 
In which langdagc,' Frol de Zapaiet or dtZapattro^ fignifiea, the 
ihoe-flower,' or &e ifhoemaker's flower, T. 

ftains 
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ftains it black. The foliage of this flirub is of a 
beautiful green, and larger than that of the yoke- 
elm ; in the middle of which glitter the flowers like 
pinks, but of a deep red. They have nurferics of this 
flirub, of which there ace various forts. 

The PdncfUade^ originally fro-n America, is a 
Jpecies of bramble, bearing girandoles of yellow and 
red flowers, from which fhoot tufts of a flame-colour.. 
This flower is very beautiftil, but foon fades; it yields 
a bean. Its leaves are divided like that of all 
leguminous flirubs. 

Jalop J^ears flowers (haped like a funnel^ of a 
crimfon rec^^^they blow only in the night, and have 
a fmell likv^jjie tubcrofe. I have feen two forts of 
them. 

The Vine of Macfagafcar, is a rattan of which they 
makiB cradles ^ it gives ^ yellow flower. Its downy 
leaves feem as if covered with meal 

The Mbugris is a jeflamine, with a flower like the 
orange-tree. Some have double^ and fome Angle 
flowers, of 9 very agreeable fmell. 

Th% FranMpanier \$ ftill another jeflamine, that 
grows in the form of ft:agwood -, from the extremity 
^thefe hornes fprout bunches of long leaves, inthQ 
center of which are large white flowers, fliaped like a 
funnel, and of a charming fmell, 

* 

t The Indian Lilac b^ grows here, and dies foon ; its 
leaf is icoUoped, and of a beautiful greea. It is 
loaded with clutters of flowers, which have a pleafant 
fmell enough, and turn to feed. This (hrub rifes to 
4he height pf a tree, and in ahandfomcfprmi its 

I 4 green 
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grctt is finer, but Ad fioW«rt not lb beautiful «| 
th()fept(^rBlac1Sj Whic?h ifea* not grcy\Nr here. 

TTfjE Pepfet^rit is a rattan, or /i^wMf, which crt-cpf 
along the groun^ Kk^ i\ry > ic fho©ts ^11, but yicltis 
no fpiit. • It is' not yet known whether the foil will 
^^r^ with thc^ tca^tite, -frhieh has ^en brtughc hi- 

itt fnuriChina^ as well as the rattan^^-^this Vskh ufed 
a3 cdfmhdnly in laidia^ *as the ofier is in Ewope. 

4 • ^ . • 

T^^ Coiiow-trte gitows in the dridl parts of the 
iflahd, like a fhrub, it bears a pfetty yellow flower^ 
f 6 which ' fucceeds apod, containing 'the flocks^ 
Cotton" is hot cultiyated Ikre, for want 6f mills to 
grind it : and till grourid it ii not ^, article of 
i^cftiiifterGe/ ^ ' " kiy^^^ - 

The Sugarcane ripens here in perfeftion ; the 
iythkbitianej make an indifFeclent foft df liquOr of it, 
^hich they cM flfikk^ttHn. 'I'herc is but one fugar- 
houfe' in the whole ifland. 

The Cc^n-trte is the moft ufeful plant of any that 
grows here. It is » fpeeies of je'flamine, its flower i^ 
White, leaves of fine fei^n^, fhaped like laiirel-kaves^ 
and are oppofad to each other. Itts fruit Jis a red 
Slivb, like a ciicrry^ which fc^arates tete mo beans, 
l^h^y plant i^om at feven fc^: anid a half a^fqnder, 
ftnd wnen ttey grow as high as fi^ f<^t| they crop 
A^iiir ' It fives feven yiars only, and ^hen** three 
year5; old is in its prime. The annual |)<:Qduce of 
each trfec is"VliUedat one pound of berries; A black 
fean* attend te one dioutend fefct of thci^ in » year, 
teclufivi^ of' what eife he cufeiV5atts 'fE»r'i|# Wn fub- 
fiftenaf. The^ ifland docs ftdt! jet' firoduce Gdffte 
Mo^gh for iih &wn cdnftun^tioA. ' The mhabki^mt^ 
itckoh it to be htict ta the l^locha coi&ii W (j[yiality. 
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Among the tises of Europe^ the pine, thefir^ 
and xhe oak grow to a nuddling ftaturc, land thea 
idecay. I have alfo fecn here i:h/eriy, aprif ot^ inedr 
lar, apple, pear, c4iv€^ and muS^rry-trecs ; but 
without fruit, though ibme of them h^ fb^ers^. 
The fig-tree produces a tolerabk fruit. The vine 
docs not fu^cccd upon props j bfit yfh^ti in arboprs^ 
bears grapes, which, luce thpfe in tne gardens of 
Akinous, ripen one part after another :* ^ good yish 
tage cannot therefore be expe6ted. The peach-tree 
gives fruit enough, ^nd wcU tailed, but thty arc l]*rf 
Ver luiciojtts. There is a white loufc that de^JToy^ 
ihem. 

These trees are conilantly fpU of lap ; burying 
fhem in the ground might perhaps be of ufe to re- 
tard their vegetation. It is as neccflary. here to pro-; 
te£t them from heat, as from the cold in the North of 
Germany. Thefe trees lofe their leaves in lyhatisi 
called the cold feafon, that is, wJhen it is fummer 
with you •, notwithftanding, the heat and moifturc 
are equal to what yqu have in the fpring : .there muft 
therefore be Ibme latent caufe of -vegetation of which 
we are ignorant, 

Foreign trees, brought |iere for curiofity pnly^ 
are the laurel, which thrives very weU j as does a]&> 
the ^gaiys of various iorts, the leaver of which arc 
fcollop^ ; it bears bunches of flowers, white and 
ftneaked*,' to which fucceed long leguniinous pods* 
The Chinefe frequently reprefeht thii ihrub in their 
landicapeSi ' - 

^ in Europe the fruits of the fame tre* are ripe nearly tt the 
fftttie tiffl^ ; here Ms quite the contrary, they ^row ripe in a regd- 
iar fuccc^on ; which caoTes a remarkable diiierence in the tafle 
frf fruits ;^athered from ofte and the fttAt tt^t, 

The 
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The Polche comes from India ; it's foliage is tuft- 
ed, the leaf is in the fhape of an heart. It affords a 
pleafant Ihade, and ahfwers no other purpofe, it's 
fruit being fticky and good for nothing. — It is m 
the form of a medlar. 

The Bamhcu at a diftance, looks like our willow, 
*Tis a reed which grows as high as the talleft trees,, 
and fhoots out branches, furnilhed with leaves like 
l^ofe of the olive : They niake the moft delightful 
avenues, in which the wind murmurs inceffantly. It 
grows faftj and its canes may be applied to the fame 
ufes as the branches of ofier. There are many India 
piftures in which this reed is. badly enough reprcr 
fcnted.. 

The ^it-trecs are the At tier ^ whofe triangular 
flower, of a folid fubftance, taftes like the piftachia^ 
ks fruit is like a pine-apple ; when it is ripe it is full 
of a white and fweetilh cream^ which fmells Ike the 
©range-flowen It is full of black kernels : th^Atie ^ 
is vei y pleafant, but being very heating, foon cloys, 
tnd gives a pai« iji the ftomach to thofe v/ho cat it. 

The Mango is a very beautiful tree : The Indi- 
ans often fep'relent it upon their painted filks. It 
is covered with fupefb girandoles of flowers like the 
Indian cheihut. To thefc fuccecd a great number 
of fruits, fliaped lik« a large flat plumb,; covered 
with a rind which fmells like turpentine. This 
fruit has a vinous and agreeable, tafte ; and^ but 
for its fmell. mi^ht vie with the befl: fruits of Europe J 
It is never prejudicial' to thpfe who eat it, and I 
Ihould think, a wholefome and pleafant drink migh^ 

•The Jtfe, or Jia, is the name given by French naturalifls to 
the fruit of the cionamon-tree. T. 
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be made from it. This tree has one ineonvenience 
attending it — being covered with fruit at the time • 
of the hurricanes, which ft rip it of the greater 
part. 

The BanarM'tree grows every >yhere, It has no. 
wood, or ftock ; being only a tuft of flowers, wliich 
fpring up in columns, and blow at the top iq ' 
large and long leayes, of a beautiful fattiny green. * 
At the ei)d of a year,- there ifliies from the fummit a 
long ftem, all hung with fruit in the form of a cu- . 
cumber 5 two of thefe ftems are a load for a black j 
jihis fruit, Tjrhich is mealy, is alfo pleafant and very 
nutritive. The blacks are very fond of it ; and it is 
given to them on the firft of January, as a new year's ' 
gift •, they count tiieir years of forrow by the number 
of Banana feafts they have regaled at. Linen cloth 
might be made of the thread of the banana-tree. The. 
fliape of the leaves like belts of filk, tlie length of 
its item, the upper part of which hangs down from 
tJiQ height of a man, and v/hofe violet-colour at the 
epd, give§ it the look of a lerpent's head, may have 
Qccafioned it? being called by the name of Adam's 
fig-tree, * Jhis fruit lafts all the year ; there are m^-' 
ny forts of it ; from the fize of a plumb, to the 
length 0/ a man's arm. 

The Gcuyava-tree is fomething like a medlar. Its 
flower is white, and its fruit fmells like a buo-. It is* 
aftringent, * anji i§ the only fruit of this country, in 
which I h^ye foi^nd worms. 

., The Jam-rofe 13 a tr^ee which affords a very fine 
Ihade, though it "does not grow high. It bears a 
fruit of a fmell like a rofe-bud, and of a fweetifl^ 
))ut ijifipid taite. 

Th]^ 
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The Papay i$ a kyid of fig-tree without branches^ 
U groyrs faft, an4 rifes like a pillar, with a capital 
pf large leaves, From its trunk fhoots out a fruit 
like a fmall melon^ of an indiffereut tafte : the feed^ 
tafte like crefle?. The body of thi^ tree is of a 
fubftance like a tur^ep. The female Papa bear^ 
powers, only ; in form and fmell a$ agreeably as the 
honeyfuckk% 

The Badamier is of a form that fecms calculated 
purpofely for a fhade. It rifes like a very fine py-r 
ramid, in difierent ftories, diftin<^ and feparate from 
each other. Its foliage is very fine, and it yields 
almonds which are well tafted^ 

Th? Avocai is a h;indfome tree enough. It bears 
a pear (which encjofcs a large ftone,) of a fubftance 
like butter. When it is feaibned with fugar and cit^ 
ron juice, it is not bad to <;at \ though it 13 heating. 

The Jaca is a tree of a beautiful foliage, but the 
fruit it Dears is a monftrous one. 'Tis as big as \ 
large punrokip, and has ^ rind that is green and Iha-? 
greened att over. It is full of feeds \ the outfidc, 
which is^ a white ikin, fweet and clammy, is good 
to eat, but has an ugly fmell, like that (rf rotteq 
chccfe. This fruit is aphrodifiac, and th^ women 
here arc paflionately fond of it, 

The tamarind-fret l»s a bea^jtifol head | ita 
leaves arc oppofed to each other on one fitde^ and 
clofe at night, like moft other l^uminous plants, 
lt*s pod contains a mucil^ which makes excellent; 
lemonade. 

Orange-trees are of many fortSj among them 
Is one yielding an orange called a mandarine. A 
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large kind of Pampkmouffe^ of a red colour, zni 
but middling tafte. A citron * that bears very 
large fruit, bitt with little juice in it.^ 

The Coeoa^tree is planted here, *w a kind of 
palm, which thrives in the fajod : ^i$ is one of the 
mpft ufeful trees in the Indian trade, though it af-^ 
ibrds nothing elfe than a bad ibrt of oil^ and ca- 
bles as bad in their kind. It is reckoned at Pondi*^ 
cherry that ^each cocoa-tree is worth a piftole a yeai*. 
Travellers fpeak much in praiie of its fruit ; but our 
flax will ever be preferred to cotton,, for making 
cloth, our wines to its liquor, and our filbeirds to its 
nut* 

The Cocoa^tree ftourilhes fo much thfe %c!k near 
fall-works, that fait is always put in' the hole, where- 
in the fruit is ibwn, to facilitate the blowing of the 
bud X^ The cocoa feems defigned to float in the 
ica, by the wad which furrounds it, and helps to 
bear it up^ and by the hardnefs of its fhieU^ impene- 
trable to the water. It does not open by a joint, as^ 
our nuts do^ but the juice comes out at one of the 
three orifices which nature has contrived at its extre- 
mity, and has afterwards covered witl^ a cuticle. 
Cocoa-trees have been found upon the borders of the 
&a in defairt iflands, ' and even upon ihoals of fand. 
This, is the kind of palm which- ninges the banks of 

* Called by the BitglKh in the Eaft-Iodiesp .Pemfkmofi, an^ 
in. the Wefl-lndies, Shaiidock, T. 

% Id thofe pam of the Eafl'^Indies, where fijh are in p1ent)rr a* 
quantity of the refufe of cbem is laid about ihe bottom of every 
cocoa-tree. Bat this pra^ice is very prejudicial to the health of the 
inhabitants ;-^theinand of Bombay was the moil uaWhoHomeof 
all our fettlements, till a Aop was pot to the corrUptioft ^ tbe air 
by thir animal piitrefai£lton» and the natives now hdve r^courlb to 
ftmc left peftifcioas mamtrc for their cocoa tr^e?. T* 

the 
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the rivers between the tropics, as the fir does thofe of 
the nbith, and the date,, thofe of the burning moun- 
tains of Paleftine^ 

I TttiKK I am not deceiveS, in fayirig that the 
docoa is calculated to float upon the fea^ and to ftm 
itfclf afterwards in the fands. Every feed has its own 
peculiar method of propagating itfclf ; but an invcfti- 
gation of this matter^ would make me digrefs too 
much from the fubjed. I may^ perhaps^ Ibme day 
or other Undertake it, and ivhen ever I do, it w^ill be 
• with delight. The ftudy of Nature compenfates fof 
cur difappointmerus in the ftudy of mankind, as we 
cannot but trace throughout the whole, the harmony 
with which Intelligence and Beneficence unite to ren- 
der the fyftem complcat. But if it were poffible,; 
' thatwefhould be deceived even in this; — if all things 
by which mankind is furrounded, were combined to 
diftradt him \ at leaft; let our errors, be errors of our 
own choofingj and let us give the preference to thofe 
which afibrd confolation, rather than excite difguft. 

Those who imagine that Nature in raifing fo high 
the heavy fruit of the cocoa-tree, has loft fight ^f 
that law which decrees the pumpkin to creep upon 
the ground, do not confider that the head of the 
cocoa-tree is but fmall, and can therefore afford but 
little (hade. 'Tis «nder the leaves of the oak, mea 
feeka (helter from the fun's fcorching rays. Why 
not rather dbferve, that in India, as in Europe, thoic 
trees which bear a meUow fruit are but of a middBng 
height, that in falling it may not be deftroyed ; on 
the contrary, thofe producing fruit of a hand nature, 
as the cocoa, chefnut, acorn, and nut, are lofty, 
their fruit being not liable to be damaged by fall- 
ing to the ground ? Moreover, the trees that arc 
furnilhed with a num.ber of leaver yield as well ia 

India 
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Iiidia as in Europe, a defirable (belter without dan* 
ger. There are fome, as for inftance, the Jaca^ 
which bear fruits of a very great fize ; but then they. 
bear them near to the trunk, and within reach of tlw5 
hand : thus, Nature, which man is ever accufing of 
imprudence, has contrived with equal bounty for hi* 
Ihtltcr^ and his nouriflinaent, 

« 

A KIND of crab has been lately difcovercd to bur- 
row at the foot of the cocoa-tree. Nature has pro- 
vided this animal with a long claw, at the end of 
which is a nail, fcrving to extraft the fubftancc of 
the fruit by the holes I have defcribed. It has not 
the largp pincers of other crabs ;— they would be ufe- 
ids to it. This animal is found upon the Ifle of 
Palms, to the norrhward of Madagafcar, difcovered 
in 1 7 69, by the Ihipwreck of the Ueureux^ vfhlck 
was loft there in going to Bengal. . 

At the ifle of Secheliey there is juft difcovered a 

tree bearing double cocoa-nuts, fome of which weigh 

upwards of forty pounds. The Indians attribute 

great virtues to it. They believe it to be a produo- 

tion of the fea, becaufe • the currents fonpxrly threw 

fome of them upon the coaft of Malabar. They 

•call it xhiz fea^cccodl This fruit, mulims corporis bi- 

junaiknem cum natura fc? pilis reprafentat. Its leaf, 

ihaped like a fan, will cover half a houfe. Order is 

oblcrvaWc in every work of nature, — the tree which 

bears this eriormour fruit, bears three or four only at 

the moft : the common cocoa-tree bears bunches of 

~ more that thirty -, I have tailed both,' and think their 

flavour very much alike. They have planted the 

fea-cocoa in the tile of France, and it begins to bud. 

There are ffill fome other trees, which though cu* 
rious, ar* of little or no ufe, as the Datc^ which fel- 

dom 
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j(kun bears: fruity the Palm, which is caHed here tm 
jfrajui^ aiJkl that which produces yij^^; Tht Ca^e- 
$cier4 and tlie Ct^oiy* bear flowers, but no fruit. 
The CanellUr^ (of which I have feen avenues) hke a 
pear-tree in growth and leaves. Its little bunches of 
nowers fmell; like excrements Its cinnamon' has very 
little of the aromatic. There is only one cacao-tree* 
in the ifland ; and the fruits of this never ripen./ 
Thcyihottldbringthidier thcmufcadhe and the clove jj: 
Time will decide as to the fuccefe of tficfe trccsy 
tranfplanted from under the tine to 20 deg. of 

latitude.^ 

• 

Some time ago, were planted here, liayers of the 
Ravinefara^ a IjpeGics oi t\i^ mujcadine of Madagafcar? 
^i the MangQuSlan and the Litchiy which are Taid to 
produce the fineft fruit in thq world j the Vcrms^- 
whence is extracted an oil to preterve fmtiiture % tlic 
taUow-wood^' its feeds are impregnated with a kind of 
wax i a tree from China, which bears citrons in* 
bunchesy Mke raifms j the filver tree of the Cape^- 
and laftly, the ?Vrj4'tf-wood, n^sariy equal to the oat 
fof buidmg of fhips. The greater part of thefe trees 
vegetate here with difficulty. 

The dimate of this ifland feems- too cold for the 
trees of Afia, and too hot for thofc of Europe. Pliny 
©bfcrves, thiat the temperament of the air is more 
Hecei^ary for the culture of plants; than the qualities' 
of the foil i and fays, that m his time^ Pepper and 
citron-trees were feeA in Italy, and incenfb-tree;^ in 
Lydia ; but that they merely vegitate4. I am how- 
ever <]£ opinion, that the (k)fiee-tree might be liatUr 
ralifed in the fouth of France^ for it delights in a 

* The tree of whofe fruit chocolate is made. Tm 
f They nmre brought ifl 1770. 

cool 
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*t)bl and temperate air. Thefe expenfive experi- 
hients can fcarcely be carried on by any but Prin* 
c^s ; and yet, the acquifition of one plant unknown 
before, is a circumftance, by which a whole nation 
may be benefited. To what purpofe have been all 
the wars upon our Continent ? Of what confequence 
is it now-a-days^ that Mithri dates, was once conquer- 
ed by the Romans, and Monteauma by the Spani- 
ards ? Unlcfs fome benefit accrue. Europe might 
with reafon, weep over her unprofitable trophies ; 
but whole provinces in Germany fubfift upon po- 
tatoes brought from America, and our fair ladies 
are indebted for the cherries they. eat, to LucuUus. 
The defert was indeed coftly •, but for this, our 
fore-fathers paid. Let us be wifer, — let us coUeft 
together the good things which nature has fcattered 
abroad. 

If labour fliould c^cr.er become neceflary for my 
health, I will make a garden after the Chinefe fa- 
fiiion ; — the fituation they delight in, is on the banks 
of a river; — they chufe an irregular piece of 
ground^ on which are old trees, large rocks, and 
rifmg hills, They form round it ^ a boundary of 
rugged rocks, placed upon one another,, fo that their 
junctures cannot be perceived. Hereon grow clumps 
of/ olopendria^ tendrils with blue and purple flowers, 
and borders of mofs of different colours. A ftream of 
water meanders among thefe vegetables, whence it 
efcapes in cafcades. Health and enjoyment are 
diffufed over fuch a fpot as this, while the Eu- 
ropean's garden prefents him with no other view but; 
that of a dreary brick- wall. 

Of the hollow grounds they make pieces of 
%ater, which they ftock with filh, furround with 

K banks 
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banks of turf, and plant with trees. They ardc 

f)articularly careful that no level fpot or ftrait 
ine Ihall appear ; nor any mafonry.i How often 
does the fancied fkill of the artift, mar the fim- 
plicity of Nature's handy work ? 

The plain is diverliBed with tufts of flowers^ 
and walks of green fod, in which fruit-trees are 
planted. The fides of the hills are variegated 
with clumps of fhrubs, fome bearing fruit, others 
flowers J the fummit is crowned with trees whofe 
fpreading branches afford a pleafing retreat from 
the parching rays of the fun. 

There are no ftrait walks, difcovering to you 
every objeft at once ; but winding paths, which 
open them to your view in an agreeable fucceffion. 
Nor are their objedts, ftatues, or vafes, ufelefs, as 
they are large ; — but a vine bending under a load 
of ripening grapes, and adorned with rofe-bulhes, 
and other flowers:— the. mind is at the fame time 
delighted with a fonnet or epigram upon the bark 
of an orange-tree, — or a philolbphical maxim upon 
a piece of broken rock. 

This garden is not an orchard,— a park, — a 
lawn^ — but an s^rceable aflcmblage of them all; — 
'tis itfelf a country, with hills, woods,, and plains, 
where each obje6k contributes to the perfe&ion of 
the whole. A Chinefe has no more idea of a re^ 
gU'iar garden, than he has of cuttings a flowering 
dirub into the fquared form of a cheft of tea. 

Travellers fay, that there is no leaving, thefe 
delightful retreats, but with a kind of regret ;. for 
my part, I would enhance the pkafotes of them/ 

by 
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by the, focfetjr (rf an atniabk ^wman^ and by hav- 
ing in mf neighbourhood fuch a fmnd as your->' 
fell: 
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A ik I M A L S^ brought to the Irfe 6f F^rande; < 

StJCH i^ains have been takeri for the improve* 
ment of this colony, that even foreign filhes 
have been imported to it j the Gouratm comes from 
Batavia^ 'tis a fre(h-in^ater fifli, like a falmoh, btit of 
4 finer flavor^ being reckoned the beft fifh that is 
eaten in India* The Chineie GiAdfiJh is broi:^t here, 
but loies its beauty as it incteafes in bulk. Thefe 
two fpecies breed very faft in the ponds and lakes* 

It has been attempted, but without Ititcef^, to 
bring frogs here, that they miffht eat the ^gs Which 
die miifquito kyib iipoh the lurfaGe of die ftanding 
watel-s. 

. fitjT a i)ifd hiti been brought iimi the C^, that 
i^ «f inftmit^ fervice, they call it the Gardiner's FriifiJU 
1% is brown, the fize of a larse fpafrow, and live$ 
upon woifns, fnails, and fmall fei^nts, Which it nbc 
only eats when pirefi'^d by hiihg6r, btrt xnaked aii 

%. 2 ample 
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ample ftore of, by fticking them upon the prickles 
of the hedges. I have feen but one of them, which, 
though ckprived of its liberty, retained the manners 
of its kind, and fufpended the meat which was given 
it, upon the wires of its cage, 

A BIRD that has multiplied very faft in the ifland 
is the martin^ a fpecies of the Indian fan/onnet *, with 
a yellow beak and claws. It differs but little from 
ours, except in plumage, which is lefs fpotted. In 
chirpingj however, as well as in an aptitude to talk, 
and to mimic other birds, it perfectly refembles the 
European. It will perch upon, and peck at beafts 
without fear, but the prey it purfues with an unwea- 
ried perfeverance, is the grafshopper, numbers of 
which fpecies are deftroyed by it. The. martins al- 
wiays fly in pairs, and aflemble conftantly at fun-fct 
in flocks of feme thoufands. After a general chirp- 
ing, the whole republic fall afleep, and at day break, 
again dilperl'e. by pairs to the different quarters of the 
ifland. Thiis bird is not fit to eat ; yet they are 
fometimes fhot, though Ihooting iJKem is prohibited. 
Plutarch relates, that the lark was adored at Lem- 
nos, becaufe it eat and deftroyed the grafshopperstr 
eggs : but we are not Grecians. 

r , 

Several pairs of ravens were let loofe in the 
woods to deftroy the rats ind mice. Three cocks 
are all that are left of them.. The people accufed 
them of. killing their fowls, and herein were at 
once accufers, judges and executioners. 

' The ravages of theXape" bird' eaririot" be denied, 
^tis a fpecies of fmall /ar/»f , and is the only inthabitanC 

• Calkd by fome the Staring, by others the Ftjkm,^ T, 
, f ^ kind,ojtlark>— r'tis a bird well known in France^ and ad* 
mired for its' fong^aj^d aptitad^ to talk, T^ 
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pf thefe forefts that is heard to fmg. They were 
brought here 'firft as curiofities, but fome of them 
cfcaped to the woods, where they breed very faft, 
anjd Kve upon the fpoils of the harveft. Govcm- 
hncnt gives, i reward to any body that kills one. 

There is a Ijeautiful Utmoufe here, with a num- 
ber of white Ipecks on the wings ; and the cariipaly 
whofe head, neck, and belly, at a particular feafon, 
are of a lively redj the reft of its plumage is of a 
pearl-coloiired grey. — This bird comes from bengal. 

TjiERE are three forts of partridges, all fmaller 
thaa ours. The cry of the male refembles that of 
a.^ cock when hoarfe ; they rooft at ni^t upon the 
trees, for fear of the rats* 

They^ have put in the woods fome pintadces *, 
and Chinefe pheafants, and into the lakes fome geefe 
and wild -ducks : They have alfo tame ducks here, 
cfpecially the Manilla oneis, which are very beau- 
tiful ; and European barn-door fowls ; a fpccies of 
fowl from Africa, whofe flefti and bone are black ; 
a fmall fpecies of fowl ivom China, the cocks of 
which are' ' very fierce ai^d bold, and for ever a 
fightings with the Indian cocks. I iaw one of them 
attack a large Manilla duck, which feized the lit- 
tle champion with its beak, and fmothcred it with 
hs belly and daws : and although the cock is fprne* 
times drawn ^half dead from this perilous fituation, 
jt will return to. the charge wkh redoubled fury. 

— - - . • 

Many people make a great d^al of money of their 
poultry, on account of the fcarcity of other provifi- 

« * • 

* So called by the Spaniards, from the beaaty of iu plumage, 
which feems as if paioTed. Ic is believed by (bme to \lt^ the Storm 
Bird^ or Procillaria Capnfis, T. ^' 
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pns, Fij^ns fuccec^d wclj, and are the beft birds 
pf flight m the ifland, They have ^Ifo brought tWd 
fpecie§ of t^rtles^ aj\d of hares. ' ; 

1 . .' ... • 

Th|R]? are in the wppds wild goats, wild hogs, 
and efpecially ftags, which Ji^d multiplied to i\ich 
a degree, that whole fquadrpn$. were fupplied with 
yenifon fpr proyifions. Tfeeir flefti 1§ .very good^ 
cfpecUHy during the months of Aprilj May^ June^ 
July and Auguft. Some pjf th^rn have been taken 
when yoyng, ajid brought up tame i but they will 
hot breed in that ftate, ; - : -; i 

Ampno thofe that w<5 may calj the dom^ftic 
qu^dn^peds, are iheep that fatten and Ipfe theif 
wool, goats that thrive prpdigioufly, and oxen of, 
the Madagafcar breed, that have a. great wen up- 
on their neck v the cpws of . this bi^d give but 
very Ijttlq ipilH ; thofe fropi Europe giv^ much 
mpre, bwi their c^yef d^gpnerate, ^I fa^ pnce,i 
twQ cows an4 two k}^\U figm !^ef\gal, which werq 
IK> biggw tfeiw ?^ »fc. -THis brfsed did.not fuc-, 

BttXGH^jis. ijieatt: i§ fpqietHBes DO? to te got, 
Poark 4s ^e fcbftitute pn thefc ocp Mi^, and i^ 
t]>etter th&n our'g in Eurppej |ioi;wHhftanding wfcich^ 
it will rtPtifait t^ k«ep, w ^coy^t of-;he f^^lt'^ 
being. ^oQ iharp Qr ft^ad. The f?jp^le pf thji ^i>i« 
jnel, i? firiajeft in this iQ^wd to bripg forth mon^ 
fter$; I ^ onic^ ^w^w littie-pig,^ pfef<?rrcd i^ 

fpirits, the fnput of which was produced in the 
maimer of an elephant's f?unk> / > .-. 



'>■' V s' r' 



HojisES are very dear, and by no means fine 
^nes. A commpi> norfe cannot be bought for lefs 
iJian a hundred piftoles. They fal|- to de^ay very 
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foon at the Port, from the exceflive heat. They 
never are Ihod, though the ifland is {0 rocky. 
Mules are rarely feen. The afles are fmall, and but 
few in number. The afs would be a truly ufeful 
animal in this country, as it would lighten the fevere 
labours of the poor negroes. Every load, how ^ 
heavy foever, is carried on the heads of the flavcs, 

* 

A SHORT time fince, two beautiful wild afles were 
brought from the Cape, a male and female, — they 
were of the fize of a myle, and ftriped on the 
fliouldcrs like the zebra, from lyhich, however^ 
they differed in other refpecSts, Thefe aiiimals, 
though young, were not to be tam<?d 

The breed of cats degenerates greatly on this 
ifland, they grow lean and thin flanked. The rat$ 
icarcely fear them, — the dogs are therefore the rat- 
catchers, and my Favonte has often diftinguiftied 
himfejf in this fervice. I hayp feen hina ftrangle the 
largeft rat of the fouthern hemifphere. The dogs 
at the long run, lofe their hair and their fenfe of 
fmelling ; but it is fai4 that they never go mad b^re^ 

fORT-Loyis, July 15, 1769. 
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TOUR THROUGH THE ISLAND. 



MONSIEUR d^ Chazal, Councillor, and M Ic, 
'Marquis d'-Albergaty, both' of* them fond of 
Natural Hiftory, propofed to me feme time fince, to 
go and fee a famous cavern about a league ^nd a half 
from hence. We embarked upon the Great River, 
which, like the other rivers of this ifland, is not na- 
vigable for floops^ above a mufquet fliot from its 
mouth. A fmall fettlement is eftablilhed there con- 
fifting of an hofpital and a few ftorehoufes ^ and 
here alfb' begins the aquseduft that fupplies the towil 
\^iirh yater.' ' Upon at little height, 'in the forrn of a 
fugar-loaf, there is akihd of fort to defend the bay. ' 

After crofling thg Great-River, we took a guide, 
&nd walked through the woods weftward, for near 
three quarters of an hour. It was not long before we 
came to the entrance of the cavern, which feemied like 
the hdle of a cave, the vault of which had fallen in. 
Many roots of the mapou grow perpendicularly down 
it, and barr up a part of the entrance, The head of 
an ox was nailed in the center. 

We breakfafted before we defcended this abyfs. 
After which, we lit flambeaux and candles, and fur- 
riifhed ourfelves with tinder.-boxes to ftrike fire, if 
neceflary, 

Wi 
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We went about a dozen paces dpwn the rocks 
lat the mouth of it, and then found ourfelves in ^ 
vaft, and far more fpacious cave than 1 had ever 
feen before. 

Its vault is formed of a black rock. 

» ♦ 

Its width was about thirty-fefet, and its herghth, 
twenty. 

The foil is ^ very compaft and adhefive, and 1% 
covered with a fipe earth. 



' J 



Along each fide of the cavern, about breaft-high, 
extends a large fillet with mouldin^s^, which 1 fup- 
pofe to be the work of the waters, which fl6\i^ 
down in the rainy feafon, of difierent heights ; — 
the land, as well as river fliells that -we faw here, 
confirm this conjefturc. Yet the country people 
fancy it to be the ancient crater of -the volcano.' It 
rather appeared to me as having been the bed of 
fome fubterranean river. ' 

The vaulted roof is covered with a fort of dry 
fliining yarnifh, or ftony concretion, which extends 
itfeif to the Tides, and in fome places, even to the 
floor of the cave, and forms thereon ferruginous fta- 
laftitcs,- which broke and crackled under our feet, 
as if we liad been walking upon frozen fnow. 

Wt walked on for fome time, and found the foil 
perfeftly d'ry, except at about three hundred paces 
from the entrance, where a part of the roof is 
iiiouldcred away.* ' The water had oozed through 
in this place, and had fettled in diflferent parts of the 
ground beneath. ^ ' ' " - ^ 

From 
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: F^ojvf thejice ^ roof gradually lowered, 'till we 
wa^ at leiigth' obliged ' to "g© upon our hands and 
.l;nees ; b^ir}4 V^P^^ ftifled with heat, I would gp 
no Sfvirther. My companions ' Being more curious, 
more adlive, and in a proper defhabille, continued 

their route. 

-«•■■•■ 

As I- returned, I diicoyercd a pknt about the fize 
of my finger, which hung to the roof by very fmall 
filaments. It was more than ten feet Joilg^ had nei- 
ther branches nor leaves, nor did it appear to have 
ever had either. It was unbroken at bpth ends* wid 
was filled with a kind of milky juice. 

I fetvrned to the entrance of the grotto, and fat 
down \o (wreathe ^he fre(H ^ir^ and in a little tin)^ 
Jbeard an inarticulate noife^ and then, by this light of 
ilie liajnbea^x t}>p Negroes cafriejd, faw mv fejlow- 
^avellers returning in their cajwf, (hirt?, ana drawers^ 
jfp dirty a^d fb rec^, th^t they looked )ike fo inany 
^ors in ^n £^ngliih tragedy. . They were bathed in 
Iweat^ and all befmeared with this red earth, pvcr 
which they had crawled upon their bellies, without 
|)ri/ig. atjle to gq «nucli fart;h^ tba^^ I \^ done. 

T^l% c^verpi chpkes ai>d fills up daily. MetMnk$^ 
pafgj^ficent ftqrp-hpufes nugjit be conftrujl^efj, by 
|3p^iijg partisj9n-iyajl§ tQ kee|) piji ijhe Tji?aten 

We returned home that evening. — This cxcurfion 
pq[2^6 me de^Ms of another, \ ^ h^^^ 'w^'^^^ on 
f^y ^rft arriy4 by lylo^fi^^r df ^eAjn^ who live? 
at)Ojt^ fevq^ l?aga»e? frc^ Eort^XfOyl?, upon the 
liiack^ijLiv^, ^o ^nA fojne 4^ys at his. lyml^. A? 
fcis pii:<3gw iPfHW cy^ w^ to P^rtXquis, I took 
the opportunity of going in her on her retwn.— Tte 
'" ' ' pero^e 
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* • ♦ '• -) 

pirogue is 4 kind of boat cut- oy t of a fingl? picf ? ojf 
wood, a^d goes either with oafs or fails, ' ' ^^ * 

H 

Wc embarked at midnight^ and in about \\2\£ an 
hour rowed out of the harbour. The fe^ ran highi 
and daflied with great violence vpon the breakers, 
over which we were fevcral pmcjs driven by the 
furf, without knowing it. The night being very- 
dark, the mafter told me he would laad, ^ he 
thought it dangerous to proceed till day-light. 

We ha4 gone, I fuppofe, about g. Iftagi^e and a 
half V ^he blacks carried me cq fh^r^e im tlieif 
ihoulders •, after which they toqk twto pieces ojf 
wood, one of veloutier^ the other of b^pboUy and 
kindled a light by rubbing them together. Thi^ 
pra&ice is very aiicieht ; * Piifjy telb ys^ it was ia 
ufe among the I^otnans, and that nothing i$ fo fit 
for the pijrpofeof ftriking 6a» as ^ p^icce of iYyrWoo4 
rubbed ^amft the laurel. ^'' 



• i 



Our people, ieated themfelm r^^ynd ^he fire^ 
fmoaking their pipes, which are a kind of cruciblp 
^t the end of a long reed, aod which they hand round 
as they fit,^ * J' gave then> fome Eau-dc-Vie, then 
wrapping* myfelf in my cloak, went to (kq) on the 
fand;. ..... * . 

At five o'clock they called me to go on bpard 
ugain. The day breit^injK I feW the tops of the 
mountains covered with thick clouds, whi^ch blew 
along at a great rat^ ; the weather was hazy, and 
the wind drove the fog along the vallies ^ the main 
fca crew white with foam, and the pirogue, cjirryin^ 
l)Q^ Jhcr faU3, ixi^cJe a great way. 

Wheh 
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* When we v^ere at that part of the coaft called 
ficq-en-flacq, about a kague ' and a half from land^ 
we found a prodigious fliort and brpken fea, >vith 
iqualls ;of wini;, fo violent as to oblige us to dowi> 
both our fails. The rnafter fard to pie in his patois 
javgon^^'^fC^aVefipas^h^^ rafkedhim, if 

there was aiiy danger, heanfwfered me twice, **^5/ 
nous n^a pas gagnS matheur^^a'^fon/* — In Ihort he told 
ine, that a fortnight before,- the pirogue* had qvcrfet, 
and drowned orfe of his comi'ades. * 

^ It wa$, i' ke-fhore, and fo a>vered witfi rocks, 
thatAihete was no poffibility of landing ; and had we 
paffed the ifland, we cotild not- have m^de it again 
without the utmoll diffituUy . As we : could not 
xarry fail, tlje men took to their roars. : The fky 
^rew rriore and more louri^^g, which made it necefr 
fary to haften as much aspoffibk. The men hav- 
bg • drank -'fonae eau^4e-3ric, jluUcd ftoutly, and by 
dint of arms, and at the rilk of . being twenty 
times overfet, we once more got into tolerable fmboth 
water, and coaifted along faet^^'th^f ftiof e md the 
breakers. - '• ' ' -. ' . ■ 

During the> ftorm, theVHlacks \?ere'a^ eafy and 
TUjconccrned as. if they^Jifd. ^en fafe on IJior^ 
Their belief in Predeftination, and their indifference 
for life, gives them a tranquillity, which all our boaft- 
^cd phiskrfcj^hy-can^p^^^ ,C\ : o -. :i: / •* 

I Iandep about nine, in the moriiing at the niouth 
:<jf the Great-River : Ml At Meffm was agreeably 
furprizedaUKe arrival of his' p^ which he' did 

not lexped that day, and 'receive4 ti^e >;i^ith the utmoft 
cordiality, i^is'toktt indudes^^H: the valley throiigi 
which the river flows. —it is huperfci^ defctibed 
ji^ t]^ chart drawn by the Abbe de le Caille^ 
^e has omitted a branch of the mountain, on the 

rights 
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right-hand fhore, which extends towards the pro- 
montory du Tamur, Moreover, the courfe of the 
river is not fo ftrait as he reprefents it, for at a fhort 
league's diftance from the mouth, it turns to the left 
hand. This learned aftronomcr having given us a 
defcription of the out-line only of the ifland, I pro- 
pose to make additions to his plan*, according as the 
information I procure in thefe excurfions may furniili 
me with opportunity. 

There is great plenty of every thing at Black- 
Hiver ; of game, venifon, and both frefh-water and 
fea-filh. While we were at dinner one day, a fervant 
came to tell us tliat fome ^larnenuns -f were it^n in the 
bay, we ran down immediately •, they caft nets a-crofs 
the entrance, and when drawn a-lhore, we found a 
^reat quantity of die fword-fifli, of (kait, two fea«- 
turtles, and other kinds of fiih ; but the lamentins 
were efcaped. 

The utmoft regularity and good order is obferved 
in this, as in every other plantation I have been at. 
The negroes cabbins ai'e ranged in lines, like tents in 
a camp. Fach man has a fmall piece of ground al- 
lotted him for growing tobacco and gourds ; — flocks;, 
and poultry, are bred in great numbers upon thefe 
plantations. The harvefts are plentiful, but receive 
great damage from the fwarms of grafshoppers. 

The convenience of commodities from thence to 
the town, is inconvenient and hazardous, it being 
impoffible for a carriage of any burden to get along 
by land, the roads are fo bad •, and the wind being 
in general contrary on the voyage from thence to the 
Port. 

f A kind of fea-cow. 
* { wifh the author had furallhed iu wicli this^plaD. T. 

ArTEi 
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AfteI a ftay of ^ few 6ayt, I determined to return* 

to totvn by a tour over the plains de Villiams ; for 

this putpofe my hoft furnilhed me with a guide, and 

"^ a pair of piftols, left I Ihoiild m^i with any of the 

* Miron Negroes: 

I fet cTiit at' two^ in the afcefnbon for Palma/ the 
|)lantation of M. dc Coffigni, about three leagues ofF/ 
where I propofed to lay that night : there being none 
feut foot-paths over the rocks, I was obliged to walk; 
When I had gone over thfe mountains of Blapk-River,^ 
I found myfelf in a vaft^foreft, through which a nar-, 
row path only is grubbed up, ^nd which pafles clofe 
by a lonely houfe,* the folitary retreat^ of a man, who 
ih France had fquandered a confidei^able fortune, and 
who now drags on a wretched" arid miferable life in'* 
tJFiis gloomy defart, without property •, the larid round 
his houfe rt6t being his own,* and without' fociety,' 
' except that of a few negroes, his flaves. As I pafled,^ 
he was fitting at his door, in his fhirt and drawers 
6nly, With his legs naked and" his fleeves tucked up,- 
divefting himfelf with rubbing a nionkey with the^ 
juice of red mulberries,' himfelf bbing all over finear-' 
ed therewith.' 






• Yhc ftdtcjl wb6,camc hcrp ih ife y^Jir 1638, HpbA foJ'niing; 
d f€til€i!knli found themfelve^ in want of ilftVef , for the tuhm-^t 
t^on of their lands^' and applird to the FfeAth, w^ were iettled 
ofi the iilk'nd of Madagafcar* to fupply them with fome of tlie aa- 
tives from theiice for this purpoie. The French dnmplied^ and 
ftld th^rii fiYty,' whom ^hey had taken by fbfde frbih amdhg the 
i^hfl(bij|[aiits/ Thefe, ^xafperated at the outrage, attabked, and 
nailacrf d the invaders.*— -Tbt poor peophe who had btth fent to 
tne Mauritius/ fled from their feivittide to thrwoods, from whinc« 
they made fuch continual incurfioas upon theif formed maders, 
tjiat at length th;^ detetiinn^ to ^dit the plat«» i^thifr than h6 
iobjcdt tfo di^ dangers which conflantly attended them. Th« 
^aves wei^e iK>w tfhe fofe refiants ; fuch of their progeny at efcaped 
the vigilance of Monfieufdelafiourdonttais, arc thcMaroa ae-» 
jfof s, ntencio&ed by- the atftfaor. T* 

FitaM 
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Prom thence, about half an hour's walk brimght 
me to the fide of tamarind-riVCT, whofe wateri 
flowed with a loud noife over a bed of rodks. My 
black found a ford, and carried me c»ver upon hii 
fhoulders. I faw before me the mountain of thrcd 
paps, which rofe to a very great height, and on the 
other fide was the plantation of Pahna< My guide 
pcrfuaded me to go along the fide of this mountain,* 
alluring me that we could not fail of finding the path 
that led to the top. We got quite round it,^ after 
having walked above an hour : but feeing the manf 
was at a lofs, I returned immediately, and again- 
reached the foot of the mountain, before the fun was'^ 
fet. I was much fatigued, and very thirfty, and cotildr 
I have got water, would have paffed the night there/ 
But I determined otherwife, and although there was' 
no fign of a path, began to afcend the mountain ihro* 
the woods, being fometimes forced to clamber ov^ 
huge rocks, or to drag myfelf along by the trees,-^ 
and at others, being fupported by my black fervant,* 
who came after me. I had not walked half an hour,' 
before night came on, and was then without gukle^ 
except the fteepnefs of the mountain. Not a breath 
pf wind was ftirring, the air was int€?nfely hot, — and 
jteady to faint with heat, fatigue, and thirft, I lay 
down fcveral times, determining to ftay all night 
where I was. At length, after an infinite deal of 
trouble, I perceived that 1 afcenckd no longer. Soon^ 
after, a breeze from the fouth-eaft refreflied me ex-^ 
ceedingly, and the appearance of fome lights at ar 
diftance, afforded me an additional comfort. The 
fide I had quitted was inveloped in total dafkjfiefs. 

1 !*ow Hegan to dcfcend, and frequently Aid dowrt 
upon my back, without being able to prevent it; 
The noife of a rivulet was my only guide, and I a€ 
feiigth reached it, very much bruifed. Although in a 

violent 
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violent perfpirationj I drank heartily, and having 
felt herbage under my hand, had the additional good 
fortune to find fomc watcr-crefles, of which I ate 
feveral handfuls- I continued to approach the fire 
I faw before me, carrying my piftols ready cocked, 
in my hand, fearing I might find an affembly of 
Maron negroes ; but it proved to be a part of the 
wood that was lately cleared, iri which there were 
feveral trunks of trees ftill burning. No body was 
hear ; ^ I halloo'd, and liftcncd, in hopes at iaft to 
hear the barking of a dog, — but in vain, no other 
founds were to be heard^ than the diftant murmurs of 
the brook^ and the whiilling of the wind among the 
trees. 

. My black ahd my guide kindled fome brands, by 
the light of which we walked over the afhes of this 
burning wood, towards another fire a little farther. 
Here. we found three jlegroes watching fome flocks^ 
that belonged to a neighbour of M. de Cofligni. 
One of them condudted me to Palma. It was now 
midnight, and every body v/as fail afleep. A negroe, 
whom our noife had awakened, informed me that his 
mafter .was abroad •, — he, however offered me all the 
accommodation the houfe afforded. I rofe early in 
the morning, intending to go to Mr. Jacob's, who 
lived about two leagues off upon the high grounds of 
fViliiamS'plains \ a fine broad road being cleared all 
the way to his houfe, I foon arrived there, and was 
feceived with his ufuai hofpitality. 

The air is . fo much colder here than at the Port, 
and the place I had juft left, that I found the fire- 
fide the belt fituation towards evening. This part 
is the beft cultivated of any in the whole ifland, 
and is watered by feveral rivulets, fome of which^ 
cfpecially one they call the deep-river, runs in beds 

of 
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fef a depth frightful to look down. The road from 
hence to town running clofe by the fide of this ri- 
ver, on my return I obferved it particularly, and 
fuppofe 1 could not be lefi than three hundred feet 
iabove Its channel. The fides are covered by five or 
lix ftdries of very large trees, rifing one above ano- 
ther ; a fight which gave me a violent fwimming ia 
my head. 

. As I came nearer to the town, 1 perceived the 
hes^t of the. air ir^creafe, and the herbage infenfibly. 
iofe hs verdure, till I reached the Port, where cvciy 
ihing is dry and barren. 
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LETTER XVII. 



JOURNEY ON FOOT OVER THE ISLAND. 

AN Officer had propbfed to me a tour round 
, ^the ifland on foot, "but juft before we weje 
to have fet out, excufed himfelf from Agoing,— ^i 
therefore determined to go alone^ 

I KNEW I might depend upon Cote^ one of the 
King's blacks^ who . had. dccompanied me before; 
he was little, but he was very Itrong, of approved 
fidelity, fober^ of few words^ and fearkis of dan-> 
ger. 

I HAD bought a (l^Ve a littte time before, and 
called him by your name^ hoping it would be an 
omen in his favour^ He could not Ipeak French^ 
nor was his conftitution healthy ; but he was well 
made, and of a very decent appearance* 

I TOOK my dog with mc by way of guard in 
the night, and to look out for game ia the 
day time. 

Knowing that I fhould be ttry dften alone, and 
that thefe' woods were without inns, I provided 
every thing which I thought might be neceflary for 
myfelf or my people. Mv ba^age weighed twa 
hundred pounds, and cooufted of a kettle, fome 
l^la^s^- a quantity of rice, bifcuit, maize, a dozen 

of 



\ 



Voyage iq the isw or Fravm. 147 

of wine, fix bottles of eau-de-vie, fome butter, fo* 
gar, citrons, fait, tobacco, a fmall hammock, linen, 
a plan of the iQand, fome books, a fabre, and ^ 
cloak. 

I DIVIDED the whole into four packs, two of fixty 
.pounds, and two of forty 5 and got them tied to the 
ends of two very ftrong reeds. Cote took the heavieft, 
and Duval the other. I, for my part, was in my 
waiftcoat, and carried a double-barrelled gun, a pair 
of piftols in my pocket, and my couteau de chafle. 

1 DETERMINED to begin my courfe on the leeward- 
fide of the ifland, propofing to keep conftantly clofe 
-to the fhore, that I might forin a judgment of its 
defence, and to make obferyations upon any objcdfes 
of natural hiftory which might prcfent thenrfelves. 

M. de Chazal offered to accompany vat as far a^ 
liis eftate, fituated fivfe leagues frqm tlie (own, in the 
plains of Soin$ Peter^ ^nd lyl^ le IVtafquk d'Albergati^ 
agreed to do the like. 

We fet out early in the morning of the 26th of 
Auguft, and went all the way tlong fhore. From 
For t-Blancy to the left of the Port, the Tea wftflic$ 4 
fandy ftrand, that is not at all fteep, *till it get3 to 
the point of a plain, on which Paulm battery is raif- 
ed ; though, this fhore is level, a defc^nt would be 
impraiflticable, on account of a long bank of rocks, 
which run ^long fliore at two miafquet-ihots diftance, 
and forms a natural defence. From ihis place th« 
ifliore becomes fteep, andthefea runs fo high, that it 
* would be impoifible to land hereabouts ; and it would 
be equally impoffible for cay airy or artillery .to make 
good their landing upon the plain, becaiifc of the 
fockl with which \% is cpver^ ftU over. There are 

La no 
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no trees, except a few mapous and veloutiers. Th4 
ihore is no longer fteep at liitk-ri'ver bay, where therid 
is a fmall battery. 

Here we dined with M; de Seligny, a man of finf 
gular merit. He fliewed us the plan of a machine, 
by which he cut a canal to the Neptune, a ftiip that 
was run a-ground here in the harricarte in 1 7 bo. 
They were two iron rakes, put in motion by ty.^o 
large wheels that were fuppdrted upon barges j and 
whofe effedt was increafed by lerersf, again fupportcd 
by rafts. 

We faw alfo a cotton-mill of his invention, whicft 
was worked by water. It was formed of a number, 
of finall metal cylinders, in a parallel pofition to each 
other. Children are taught to- hold the cotton to two 
of thefc cylinders, the cotton paffes and the feed re- 
mainsi This fame mill anfwered the purpofc of a 
pair of bellow^ to a forge, — to grind meal, — and to 
make oiL He informed us, that he had difcovercd 
a vein of eoal, fome iron ore of an earth very pro- 
per for making crucibles, and that the cinders, which 
are called t^phea^ burnt with coal, prbduiced glaf- 
fes of a variety of colours. In the afternoon we took 
k&ve of this ufeful and unrequited member of fo^ 
^iety< 

We tMk ^ path whick was about a ihufquet-fliot 
from the ihore, and having forded the river Belkifie^ 
whofe mouth is v^ry harrow, after walking about a 
(quarter of a league w^ entered a Wood,- which leads 
to M» de ChazaPs houfe. This eftate, which is called 
St. P$ter*B^PlainSy is ftill more rocky, than the reft of 
the way. In many places^ the negroes were obliged 
to lay dbwh their burdens, and to afliil us ix> clambeh 
Whoi we were wlthia half an hoiur's walk of our 

journey^a 
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jipurney's end, DuvaJ^ being no longer able to Hand 
under his load, was obliged to lay it down. We 
were much perplexed by thi§ accident ; for night 
was coming on, and the other negroes were gone be- 
fore. How was he to be found again if we left him 
in thefe woods ? I ftruck a light with the lock of my 
gun, and kindled a fire with fome ftraw and dry fticks j 
after which we left Duval there, and yhen we got 
home, we fent fome blacks to fepk for him^ and bring 
his packs. 

Thb fhorc is very ftecp and craggy between the 
Little-River and St. Peter's-Plains. My companion^ 
found among the rock the purple-filh of Panama^ 
and a variety of other (hell-fim, 

Auguft 2 7, we refted the whole day. This ftony 
foil is well enough adapted to the culture of cotton^ 
the thread of which is but Ihort, The coffee that 
grows here is of a good quality, but yields very 
little, as ufual in dry places, 

28 th, We fet out at 8 o'clock ii| the morning^, 
and in the courfe of our journey forded the rjvers 
Dragon and Gaiety at the laft of which the fhore 
ceafes to be fteep ; and we liad from thence the 
pleafure of walking upon a fine fand by, the fea, 
lide, along a large plain, which leads as far as the 
bay of Tamarinds. It may be about a quarter of a 
league broad, and more than a league long. No- 
thing grow§ upon it : but I think cocoa-trees might 
be planted to' advantage, as they thrive in a fandy 
foil To the right, there is a ftream of bad water, 
funning the length of the whole wood. 

In fome parts, which the fea has left dry, we 
^und fome fpfil madoepore^, which prove that the 

fea 
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fea once waOied over this ftiore. We dined upoi^ 
the right-fide of Tamarind-bay, and then my com-i 
panions left me, and returned back, ^ 

. From Black-River, I had but a (hort league to 
M. Meffin's, and therefore refdlvcd to lleep thercf 
that night. I forded the bay of Tamarinds, and 
from thence kept along the ihorc with more diffi- 
culty and fatigue than I cxpefted : being very fteep 
and craggy all the way 'till we got to Black-River, 
Among thefe rocks I found many forts of cra's^ 
and the fame kind* of boudins that I have fpoken 
of before, ► 

The bottom of this bay is a faiid, and a land- 
ing might be efFeded here, if the fituation at the 
entrance did not fubjefl thof? who attempted it to 
a crofs-firing/ A battery at the point of the fand^ 
on the right ftorc of the Black-River, .would be 
of great fcrvice, . . . .. ... 

*■ ■ • . * * 

The 29th and goth, ^ low water I continued 
my walk along tht fliore : r found the %reat canch\ 
and a. fiih called tht fayx-amiraL , . . , 

Th5 3 1 ft, I f^t off at fix this morfiirig, and. 
paflied the .Black-Riveif at a ford, neat the hpufe; 
after this, attempting to . cut a-crofs a kind'' of 
ifland covered ' with wood and ftones, I bewildered 
itiyfelf ja the grafs, and had fome difficulty td find 
the path again j at laft, howeVer, I did, and it 
t^rought tne to the fea-fi4e agairt. , AH al6ng this 
(hore the oyftets flick to the rocks in great numbers : 
Duval^ my new fcryant, in; iw^lking a-crofs one of 
the mouths of die, Black-Riyer, -got a very deep cut 
in his foot, by one of their Ihells. .We made a halt 
about'eight o'clocj: in the nwrning, and 1 gave him 
I* ' '.t ■ ". ^' --^ > <4 . . , .. , J. , f-.r-.i .< lomc 
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fome €au^de-.vie it^x C6u and hiaifelf to drink^ and to 
bathe his wound, As they weiie heavily laden, I 
chought ir proper %o makfi tiyo halts in a day, to 
confine my walks to the ipprijing and evening, and 
to give them all therefripfhmept I could^ This little 
indulgence ^ay^ them ftrength and fpifits, — they 
would have followed mp to dj^ eiid of the wprfd. 

Between the two niouth$ of the Black-|liver, a 
ffag, purfued by hounds and hunters, came ftrait to- 
wards me. The poor beaft wept and panted 2 as I 
could not fave it, and was unwiflipg to KilJ it, I fired 
one of my charges in the air^ ,He then took to the 
water, and was overtaken and killed by thg dogs. 
Pliny obferves, that this animal^ whea prefled by the 
hounds, will fly for protedion to a man. j ftopped 
at the firft rivulet 1 came to, after having paffed the 
Black-River ; it runs into the fca oppofite to a little 
ifland, called Tamarina^s-ijley which is not defcribed 
upon the chart; one may get to it op foot at }ow 
water, as aUb to the little ifland, called ikjbri^, where 
veflels fometimes perform quarantine^ 

i HAD every thing neceflary for dinner, b|it fome- 
thing to eat. Seeing a pirogue of a Malabar lifher- 
man pafs along the coaft, I afked them if they had 
any filh on board ; they fent me a very fine muUet, 
but would not let me pay any thing for it. I made 
my kitchen at the foot of a tatamaque-iree -^ I lit a fire, 
wnile one of my negroes went in fearch of wood, and 
the other of water, that where 1 was being brackifh. 
I made a hearty dinner of the filh, upon which I alfo 
regaled my fcrvants. 

I OBSERV]^ fome pieces of the rocks to be ferru- 
ginous, and abounding in ore. There is a ridge 
of rocks, extending from the Black^Riyer, as far a$ 

the 
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the prombritory of Brabant, which is the mdl Ice- 
ward point of the ifland. There is but one place to 
land at behind the little ifland, called Tamdrind^s-^ 
ifland. ... 

At two in the afternoon I fet out again, but walk'- 
ed with more circumfpeftion than before. I had now 
twenty leagues to go through a defart part of the 
ifland, where there arc^no more th^n two inhabitants, 
except the Maron negroes, who harbour thefeabouts: 
I ordered my men to keep clofe ; and my dog, who' 
ufed • always to run before, . now kept very near 
me, and at the leaft noife pricked up his ears and 
ftopped : he feemed fenfible that we were not among* 
Then. Thus we continued our walk in good order, 
following the fliore, which forms an infinite number 
of fmall bays. To the left we had the woods, where 
the moft profound folitude* reigns. Behind thefe, 
runs a traft of hills^ the tops only of which we could 
fee ; the foil here is but poor, notwithftanding which,' 
by- the fclchtrs^^ a fpecies of tree, brought from India; 
and fome other figns; it was evident chat a fcctlemen^ 
had been attempted. I had the precaution to take 
fome bottles of water with me, and *twas well I did 
fo, for the rivulets marked in the plan, were entirely 
dried up.' • - • '•■■ •• - ^ , •• - '^-;- 

The continual bleeding of my negro's wound, 
ixiade me very uneafy : I ^walked very flowly, and 
at four o'clock made another halt; As night ap- 
proached,- -I -would not attempt- to go round tne 
promontory^ but- cut a-crofs the wood, over the 
ifthmus which joins it to the other -mountains; This 
ifthmus is a hill of a middling height. Upon this 
eminence Prhet a black b'elonging^ to M. le Nor- 
ihand, whofe houfe I was going to, and from which 
I- was not -^ above a quarter of -a league. This man; 

^ ' - - wenc 
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^ent on before, ^Ule I ftopped, and looked wit}) 
delight upon the pr6fpe& of the two feas. A houfe 
built here would be in a charming fituation, if any 
ifrefli water were near. As I defcended the hill, a 
black came and brought 'me' a jug of wat^r, and 
told me, that I was impatiently expected at the 
houfe. I got there. It was* a lohg building of pal- 
lifadoes, covered with the leaves of the UtaMer^ 
Eight negroes belonged to the plantation, and there 
were nine perfons in family j the malter, the miftrefs^ 
five children, a young lady related to the family, and 
a friend. The mafter was abroad v all this I learnt 
fromthe negro as I went along. . 

There was but one large room, and of this the 
whole houfe confifted ; in the middle was the kit- 
chen ; at one end, they kept their ftones, and here 
ajfo lay the fervants ; at the other was the bed where 
lay the mafter and his wife •, it was covered with a 
cloth by way of tetter, upon which was a hen fit- 
ting upon eggs ; — under the bed were fome ducks •, — 
pigeons harboured among the leaves of the roof;— 
and at the door were three great dogs. 

All the implements both of the hufbandry and 
houfcwifery ^ere hung up ^ainft the walls. What 
Was my fui^prife at finding the miftrefs of this wretch- 
ed dwelling, to be a very handfome genteel woman. 
Both file and her hulband were of good families in 
France. They had coiile here feveral years fincc, 
to feek their fortune ; and had quitted their rela« 
tJons, their frierids, and their country, to pafs their 
days in this defart, where nothing is to be feen 
but the fea, and the frightful cliffs oi the promon- 
tory of Brabant ; but the air of contentment and 
1-nature about this young mother of a family, 
led to make every body happy who came near 
• V- '■'■'■'■■ / / - . her. 
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154 YQY AQ6 tn the Isle of Frxmo?. 

her. She gare fuck to her youngeft child^ whilo/ 
j3ic four others ftoocj raui>d l)er, playful and con- 

ttnted«! / 

■ ' 'I 

SuppE;?. timp l?^ing come, every thing the houfe 
forded was ferved up with the utmofl: propriety. 
■* — This meal apjpeared a very agreeable ope to me, 
I could not help being ftruck with the light of 
the pigeons fluttering about the table, the goat- 
kids and the children at play together^^ ai>d fuch- 
a variety of animals m perfeft agreement with this 
iamiable faniily, and with each other. Their peace- 
ful Iport^, the folitude of the place, the murmur- 
ing noife of the fea, all cpmbined to prefent to my 
imagination, a pidturc of thpfe times when the chil- 
dren of . Noah, defcended upon a new earth, began 
afrefti to partake of the domcftic epjoym^nts they 
had io longbden ftraneers to% / ' ' 

After fupper, I was Ihewn to jny lodging-rooni , 
which was -a little hut, newly built of lyood, at a- 
bout two hundred ' payees from the houfe. The 
door was not yet put Up ; but I clofed the open-, 
ing with the boards of which it was made, Ilaid 
rtij arms in readincfs,. the Maroil negrofcs being 
very numerous in this part* A few years ago, a^ 
bout forty, of them, retired to the promontory, and 
began to make plantations. An attempt was made. 
to take them \ but fooner th^ fuffer this, they alJl - 
threw themfelVes into the fea» ' ! 

Septbmbbr i> the mafter of the houfe having " 
returned home in the • night, perfuaded me to defer 
my journey till afternoon ; promifmgto accompany 
jtne part of the way> It was no more than three 
ijiort leagues to BHk-^mbre^ thb laft plantation, or 
koufe that I Ihoold find, . Madaogie de Normand 
' . herfetf. 
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^rfelf, prepared a remedy to apply to the wound o£ 
•my poor negro. She made over the fire a kind 
of Samaritan's Balfam, with turpentine, fugar, wine^ 
and oil. His wound being dreifed, I ient him on 
before with his comrade. At three o*cloclc, I took 
leave of this hofpitable houfe, ~ and of the amia- 
ble and excellent miftrefs of it. IJer hufband 
and I fet out. He was a very robuft man •, and 
his arms; legs, and face were exceedingly fun-burnt. 
He worked himfelf in the plantation, as well as in 
cutting down and clearing away trees. Nothing gave 
him concern, he faid, but the ill health his wife 
brought upon herfelf by bringing up her children % 
and that fhe had lately added to the fatigue, by tak- 
ing upon her the charge of an orphan. '^ He told me 
only his grievances, for he could not but perceive 
how fenfible I was of the happinefs he enjoyed. 

We croffed a rivulet near the houfe, and walked 
lUpon the green fod as ftr- as point CoraU. Here 
the fea runs up into the ifland, between two chains 
of perpendicular mountains : we followed this chain 
thro' broken and rugged paths, and fometimes 
fwinging by the rocks. Our greateft difficulty was. 
on the fide of the bay, in doubling what they call 
the Cape. ^^ I faw feveral negroes pafling it; they 
fcrambled along the fide of the rock, and had they 
liiade one falfe ftep, muft have fallen into the fea. 
In bad weather this paflage is impr^6licable, the fea. 
beating in, and breaking among the rocks in a moft 
frightfol manner. - In a cahn, ftnall veffels can come 
irtto the bay, at the end of which they load with 
wood. Luckily for us, the King's Senau the Defirey, 
was then in the bay, and we borrowed her boat ta 
crofs it. M. le Normande went over with me, an<t 
wc then took leave of each other, and parted. 

' After 
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After three hoijrs walking over a green fod; X 
reached the other fide of Point St. Manin. Son>e-s 
times I walked upon the fand, and fometimes upon 
the turf, which grew in thick tufts like mofs. Here 
I found a pirogue, in which M. Etiene, partner \x\ 
the plantation of Bellijrombr^ waited for my comings 
We foon gpt to his houfe, which was .fituated at the 
entrance of the riv^r Citrsniers^ on the left fhore of 
which they wcr? buildijpg a ihip of tiyq hundred 
tons. ^ ' ^ " * V ■'• ' ■ ^ 

All the way from M. le Normand's, ^e coolnef* 
of the air and the verdure of the ground is delightful. 
*Xis a favannali, without rock, lying between the 
fea and woods, which have a bea\itifu) appearance, 

Betoue 1 paffed the Cape, \ obferved a largp Ihelf 
of coral, above fifteen feet high. 'Tis a kind of 
breaker, which the fea has abandoned ; at the foot 
of it, there is a long piece of fenny-gtound, which 
might bt eafily converted into a hafon for fmalt 

^ • 

September 2, rny negro being almc^ft chared of his 
wound, by the remedy Madame de Normand had ap- 
plied to it, I fixed my depart^ire for that afternoon. 
In the morning I went out in the pirogue between 
the breakers and the coaft. The water was clear to^ 
the very bottom ; and one might fee a foreft of ma- 
drepores of five or fix feet high, like trees, fpme of 
them with flowers growing upon theqi.' " Different 
forts of fifli, and of all colours, fwam about among 
tiieir branches • in forne parts were numbers of beau- 
tiful ifhdl-fifli, and in others tunny-fifh, fqually 
beautiful, which meandered about^ as the motion o£ 
rfie pirogue difturbed and frighted theiii. I migh^ 
jiave made u. Tahiable colleiSion, thit I had no 
- divec 
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i3iver here, nor any proper iron pincers to raife up 
the plants from this maritime garden, of to root uj> 
thefe trees of ftone. However, I brought away with 
tone fome of the rock called, the Ear of Midas, the 
Golden Cloth, &c. fee. 

Two officers of the D^fire dined with us, who, 
^ith Monfieur Etiene, agreed to accompany me as 
far as the arm of the fea de la Savanne^ three leagues 
off. Nobody lives there, but there are fome huts 
made of ftraw ; we had fent the negroes forward in 
the morning j and after dinner I followed them by 
myfelf, 

I ARRIVED at Po§i Jacdtei ; a part where the fea 
i-uns up into the land, forming a circular bay, in the 
middle of which is a fmall triangular ifland-, this 
<:reek is furrounded by -a rifing ground, that gives it 
the appearance of a bafon. It is open only at the 
entrance, where the fea-water enters ; and at the other 
end receives a number of rivulets, that run over a 
fine fand, from a piece of frefli- water above, in i^hich 
were plenty of filh. Round this piece of water arc 
Several little hills, rifing one above another in the 
form of ian amphitheatre, and crowned with clumps 
of trees, fome fliaped like pyramids or yews, and te- 
thers like an umbrella, — behind, and far above a9 
thefe, were the towering tops of a wood of palm-trees^ 
whofe bending branches looked like fo many plumes 
of feathers. This huge mafs of verdure, rifes out of 
the middle of the green turf, and is joined to the 
forcft, and to a branch of the mountain leading to 
the Black-River. The murmuring of the iprings,, 
the beautiful greennefs of the waves, the conftant^ 
but gentle whiftlmg of the winds, the finoothnds of 
the plain, with the pleafing umbrage of the high 

lands^ and graceful imell ^f the velwiiers^ difRifed 

around 
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4iround me peace and happinefs. I regretted my 
being alone ; — a variety of proje6ks fuggefted them- 
felves to my imagination \ and I would have given 
up all the univcrfe befide, might I but with fome 
chofen and beloved obje£ts^ have fpent my days 
to come in this delightful place. 

I (iyiTTED this pleafing pfofp^6t with reluftance* 
/ Before I had gone two hundred yards from it, there 

met me a troop of negroes arnried with fufik ; up- 
on their nearer approach, I perceived them to be a 
party fent out by die police of the ifland ; they flop- 
ped when they came up to me* One of them had 
got in the fhell of a gourd, two puppies juft whelp- 
ed ; another of them led a woman tied by the neck 
with a cord made of rufties •, this was the booty they 
had taken from a camp of Maron negroes, which 
they had routed. They had killed one man, whofe 
grijgrh they ihewed me, — 'twas a kind of talifmaii 
made like a rofary. The poor negro-woman, feem- 
cd overwhelmed with grief. I afked her fome quef- 
tions, but Ihe did not anfwer me. She carried upon^ 
her back a jbag made gf vacoa^ I opened it, and was 
ihocked beyond meafure at finding in it fhe head 
x)f a man. The country before nie feemed no longer 
Ibeautiful in my eyes, but was converted to a fcen^ 
pf horrors, from which I fled with precipitation.. 

My companions met me again as I was with fome 
diificulty going down a declivity, towards the arm 
of the fea de ia Savanna ; it was now night, aqd we 
feated ourfelves under fonje trees at the bottoan of 

• • • ^ • 

the bay \ where we fupped by the light of flam- 
beaux. 

Our converfation turned upon the fubjeft of ^f 
M^uron negroes, for they as well as I, bad wnt the party 

* witij. 
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with tfife poor woman, who was carrying, cperhap^, 
the head -of her lover ! M. 'Etiene told us, there 
vfcr^ troops of them, of two or three hundred in 
number in the environs of Belie^-ontbre^ anJd that 
they eledled a chief, difobediencc to whofe orders, 
was puniftied with death. They are forbidden to 
take any thing from the houfes in the neighbour- 
hood^ or to go to the fide of the frequented rivers 
to feck for tifh or other food. In the night they go 
down to the fea-fide and fifli ; and in the day-time 
drive the deer or ftags to the interior parts of the 
woods, with dogs trained to great perfeftion for this 
purpo^« When there is but one woman in a party, 
(he is rdferved for the chief -, but if thcrp are many^ 
they are in common. The children that are born, 
are immediately killed, left their cries fhould difco- 
Ver their retreat. The whole morning* is .fpent in 
cafting lots to prefage the deftiny of the enfui/ig dj^y. 

He told us, that being a hunting one day laft 
year, he met a run-away ncgroe, whom he purfued 
and prefented his gun at, — it mifled fire thrice. He 
was then going to knock iiim down with the but- 
end, -but was prevented by two hegroe-womin, i*ho 
came out of th^ wood, and weeping,, ^hr?^, thcjnfclves 
at his feet. The black feized the opportunity and 
efeaped. He brought the two generous creatures 
home with him ; he had fliewn us one of them in the 
liiorhifigi 

^. 1 HAD oMerred, that by clearing away Jbme pf 
-tke-beds of coral, PoS-^yacoHt^ the chearful plaQc 
I have juft defcribed, might be made a very good 
harbour for fmall yeff^ls^^ The arm .of the lea 4e la 
Savannia would alfo" fcrveto load, or lahd gpods.froQi 
iiarges* This part in geiWfal, is by far .themoft 
l>«au«ifill 0f At iiHhok ilUnd' ^ bur it rchiaiiis uncuL 
- ^ civatcdic 
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ftream^ It being near fun-fet, I determined to gio nd 
farther, but walked over the ftbnes along its brink, 
to/ get to a fhed which I perceived on one pf the 
points of the mouth, and which I fpund it impofliblc 
reach, the rocks were fo very rugged, I returned^ 
hd again took the path, which led me to the top of 
he flope at the foot of which the river runs. On 
my left-hand, in a recefs, I faw a little clump of 
branches of trees and liannes, but could not penetrate 
it, A thought ftruck me, to cut a way into it with 
a hatchet, and lay down as in a ncft, thus affuring 
myfelf of a place to Qeep\in. But fome drops <)f rain 
falling, a roof, though ever fo bad a one, appeared 
to be the better fhelter, I went down the recefs to^ 
wards the fea, and was very happy to find on my 
right-hand, the flied I had feen from the oppofits 
ihore." 'Twas nothing but a mere roof of leaves of 
latanur^ built out from the rock ; on my right, was 
the paffage I had in vain attempted, and on the left, 
that I had defcendedby,— and before me was the fea. 

Every thing feemed equally fitted for my fafety 
and convenience : They made me up a bed of dry 
leaves, upon which t lay down. My two paniers 
were laid one on the right, the other oh the left fide 
of me, one of my blacks at each entrance, my piftols 
under my head, my gun at my fide, and my dog at 
.niy feeti 

These difpofitions were fcarcely made, before a 
Jhiverii^ feized me. This was the confequencc of 
the ftroke 6 J the fun, which is. generally fuccecded 
by a fever. ^ 

My legs became very much enftamed and pain- 
ful. They made me fome lemonade, and by th<5 
light of a candle which they lit, I made hotes of .my 

obier- 
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obfervationS during this journey, and correded fome 
errors in the chart. 

The whole coaft, from the aeftuary la Sevanne^ 
is fteep and inacceflible. The rivers that empty 
themfelves here have fteep banks. — It would be 
impoflible for cavalry to get along at all, and the 
inarch of an enemy might be impeded with great 
cafe, every river being a ditch of a depth abfolute- 
ly frightful. As to the country, 'tis by far the 
moft beautiful in the ifland. 

At midnight the fever left me, and I fell afleep. 
At half paft three o'clock, my dog waked me, by 
funning from under the fhed, and barking as loud 
as he could. I called to Cote^ who rofe ; we went 
Dut, but could fee nothing but a ftarry (ky. My 
black returned in a few minutes, and faid, he had 
heard fome body whittle twice, as if in the wood. 
I ordered them to light a fire' and keep watch, and 
placed Cote^ armed with my fabre, as a centinel. 

The fea came up almoft as far as my cottage. 
The noife of its breaking among the rocks, added 
to the darknefs of the night, inclined me to reft, 
but my apprehenfions would not fuffer me. I was 
five leagues from any houfe, and if the fever fhould 
again attack me, no afliftance could be had. I had 
no fears about the Maron negroes ; my fervants were 
both refolute men, and my fituation was fuch as 
WDuld enable me to ftand a fiege. All things con* 
lidered, I thought myfelf very happy that I did 
not take up my lodging in the thicket. 

At day break, I gave a glafs of eau-de-vie to my 
body-g^iards, and renewed my journey. Their 

M 2 burdens 
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burdens were much lightened, by the conftant con- 
fumption of our provifions. 

September 4, It was half paft five when I fet off, 
refolving not to flop 'till I got to a houfe. We pre- 
fently came to the fide of a fmall river, and a little 
farther on to a rivulet almoft dried up. ^fter an 
hour's walk, the beautiful turf I had walked on from 
the promontory of Brabaji ended, and the foil be- 
came ftony and covered with rocks, as in the other 
parts of the ifland. The-grafs here is of a finer ver- 
dure, and of a large blade, — very proper for pafture, 

I FORDED an arm of the fea called du Challon over 
a fand-bank. The defer iption of it in the plan is 
not a good one. The fea runs deep into the land, 
through a narrow channel, a-crofs which gratings 
might be put, and there would then be a fine refer- 
voir for fifli. On the left fliore there was a fhed, in 
which I refted myfelf. ^ • 

About half a league from thence the path divides, 
I took that to the left, which leads into the woods ; 
it condudted me to a wide road, marked with a track 
of wheels, — an appearance that pleafed me very much, 
as it was a fign of my being near a houfe of Jome 
note, and the print of a horfes hoof was at that time 
a much more defirable fight than the foot-ftep of a 
man. We foon arrived at a houfe, but the mailer 
was out V I therefore went back, and ftruck into a 
path, that led through the woods to the plantation of 
M. Delaunay. I got here in good time, . for my legs 
were fo terribly inflamed, that 1 could fcarcely walk. 
He lent me a horfe to carry me two' leagues off to a 
plantation occupied by fome priefls. 

I CROS- 
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I CROSSED fucceflively the rivers de la Chaux^ and 
des Creclss^ three quarters of a league from the laft, 
I crofled one of the bays to the fouth-eaft of the Port 
in a pirogue. 

The fides of this bay are covered with mangliers. 
The views here are delightful, the country being hil- 
ly, and covered with plantations, interfperfed with a 
great number of clurnps of orange-trees. It was fix 
o'clock when I arrived at the houfe of the prieft, who 
had the management of the plantation. My legs 
were bathed with elder-flower water, and I flept with 
great comfort. 

Septpmbes 5, I was now but one league from the 
Great Port. The good Prieft lent me a horfe, and I 
got to the town about ten o'clock ; it confifts of about 
-a dozen houfes. .The moft remarkable buildings 
are, a large mill nearly fallen to ruins, and the Go- 
vernor's houfe in little better condition. Behind the 
town is a higl^ mountain, and before it the fea, which 
forms a bay two leagues deep, including the rocks at 
its entrance, and four leagues long from point Cccos 
to point Biable. I alighted at the houfe of the cu- 
rate, 

September 6, 7, and 8, I was charmed with my 
hoft, and with the country I had fecn ; but nei- 
ther he, nor his pariftiioners drank any thing ex- 
cept water. It is frequently a month's voyage from 
hence to Port-Louis, and the inhabitants are upon 
thefe occafions in abfolute want of every article 
that comes from Europe. I gave part ' of my pro- 
vifions to M. Delfolie, my holt, who was a good fort 
of man. 

M 2 The 
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The fouth-eaft port was formerly inhabited by. the 
Dutch, one of whofe ancient buildings is now uied> 
as a chapel. There are two ways to enter the Port^ 
one at point Diable^ for fmall veflels \ the othcr^ 
which is much w:ider, is by the fide of an ifland 
towards the middle. At each of thefe places is ^ 
battery, apd at the bottom of the bay, is a third * 
called the Queen's battery. ^ 

If my indifpofition would have permitted me, \ 
ihould iiave examined the variety of ftrange bodies 
thrown a-lhore by the fea, in ord^r to have formed 
fome opinion of the l^nds to windward of the ifland y 
but I could not undergo the fatigue, for my leg^i' 
lyere very painful, and the Ikin peeled off entirely. 

The following is all the information I could get : 

"\yHALEs frequently come into the fouth-eaft'port, 
where it would be very eafy apd fafe to liarpoon them/ 
3f ifh i§ very plentiful upon this coaft, efpecially fliell- 
fifh, of the moft beautiful kinds. They gave me 
fome oyfters of a violet colour, from the mouth of 
the riyer la Chaux^ and a fpecies of crIftaUzation from 
the neigbouring rivef, Sorbes^ 

I SA¥^ for three nights, a comet, which firft ap- 
peared a fortnight before^ the nucleus was pale an4 
nebulous, its tail white and very long, the rays di- 
yerged but little, I drew the pofition of it in the 
iky, which was a little below the three Kings. It^ 
courfe was eaftward, and confec^uently its tail in a 
wefterly direction. At half paft two on the morning 
of the 6th, its elevation was about 50 deg. above the 
horizon, — my obfervation could not be very accurate 
for want of the proper inftrumcnts. ^ ■' \ 

The 
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The air of this plac^ was cool and refrefhing, and 
f he country beautiful and fertile : but the inhabitants 
are fo few^ that during a whole daV) I f^w but two 
negroes pafs through the ftrcet. 

September 9^ I now foynd myfelf able to conti« 
nue my journey, efpecially a3 the part I went through 
was inhabited, I determrned to flop for the night at 
four leagues diftance from the mouth of the Great 
Oliver, which is fomething broader than that of the 
fame name, near Port-Louis. 

We (ct out at fix in the morning, and followed 
die courfe of the fhore, which is broken in feveraj 
places by bays, on the fides of which grow mangliers 
in abundance. It is not impoffible but that the feed3 
inay.have been brought by the fea from fome land 
to windward. Wc went along the fide of a range cf 
high mountains to our left, — they were covered with 
wood. The country is divided into fftiall hills; on 
which grows a very fine grafs -, the provender of cat- 
t:le, bred here in great numbers *, 'tis a pleafant part 
pf the iflapd, but very fatiguing to travel over. 

After walking about two hours, we faw upon aq 
eminence a fine houfe built of ftone. Here I flopped 
(o re^efh myfelf \ it belonged to a wealthy inhabit 
tant, whoic name was V***. He was abroad. — Hisi 
wife was z, raw-boned Creole, whq according to the 
cuftom of the country went barefoot, I found her 
in a rooni, wid) five or fi;|t girls about her, and a$ 
many maftifF dogs, who in>mediately attacked my dog, 
and were very near ftrangling him. She turned them 
all out, of the room, and placed at the door to keep 
them out amegroe wench, who had nothing on but a 
ra^ed petticoat. I begged leave to ftay in her houfe 
gyring the heat of the day. The firft compliments 

M 3 were 
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were fcarccly ended, before one of the dogs h\xnd 
means to get in among us again, and the uproar wis 

renewed. Madame dc la V^ held in her hand the 

prickly tail of a dried thornback, with whi.ch fhe gave 
the poor negroe a cut a-crol's the bare fhoulders, 
(which were marked immediately with a long wheal) 
and then fhe gave a back ftroke to the dog, who rail 
iiowling away. 

This Lady told me, Ihe had narrowly efcaped 
being drowned in going in a pirogue to harpooQ 
turtles among the rocks. She leemed to value 
herfelf much upon going to hunt the Maron ne- 
^groes in the woods ; but Ihe told me, the Goverr: 
nor had deprived her of her favourite fport, which 
was ftag-hunting, arid added, " I Ihould have been 
" better pleafed, if he had ftuck a dagger in my 
*' heart." 

At four in the afternoon I left this pegroerhunt- 
ing Bcilona ; and took a path, which went a-crofs 
point Diabie^ io called, by the firft navigators on this 
coaft.; becaufe it is (aid, that their compaf$ varied 
without their being able to account why it did fo. 
%^e crofled the mouth of the Great River in a ca- 
noe, — 1% is navigable for nothing larger, on account 
of a fand-bank which, runs a-crofs it, and a cataraQ: 
formed by it, abouf a q^uartcr of a. league from 
hence. 
■ ■'. . • 

Thi^rb is an 'earth redoubt on the left fhorc, af: 
the beginning of the. road that leads to Flacq^ and 
along which we went, the rocks being *fo rugged 
upon the ftiore in this part, as to reniier it impaf- 
fable. Here we once more entered the woods, which 
are very fine, and abound in orange-trees. A quar- 
ter of a leacue frprp h(;nce I carnc XQ a houfe, — the 

mafter. 
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paaftcr of it . was not at home ; I ftoppecj notwJth* 
ftanding. 

I HAD walked two hours and a half in the morning^ 
^nd as much in the afternoon. 

September 10, we kept the road to Flacq, 'till 
yre got about a quarter of a league beyond the river 
Scfhe^ which we forded as we had done the reft : then 
talfiing a path on the right-hand, I came to the fea^ 
ihore at taudouce bay, where there was a poft of thirty 
pien. 

We ijow «rent again along the fhore, it being very 
paffable. Cote carried me over an arm of the fea^ 
whi^h Fas rather deep. The fand is almoft every 
where coyered with rocks, except a long meadow of 
dog's toothrgrafs, of the fame fort I had feen at Belle- 
ombre. All this part is dry and barren -, the woods 
are low and thin, and extend as far as the mountains 
-which are feen at a diftance : this plain, pver which 
are three roads, is not good for much, it reaches as 
far as a fettlement called ^uatrp Cccos. There is no 
other water, but a brackilh well, dpg in the rocks, 
full ot yeins of iron ore. 

After dinner, a path on our left-hand, led us in- 
to |he woods, which were very ftony. We came to 
the brink of the river F/acq^ at about a quarter of a 
league from the mouth, and croffed it upon planks. 
In going along the fide of this river, I pafled feveral 
plantations, of which there are many hereabouts, and 
came down to a ftore-houfe on the left, where there 
is a poft, commanded by M. Gautier, the Captain 
of a company.— He defircd me to lodge there that 

Sep- 
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, September ii, I laid by all day. Thi$ part, 
which is called Le Flacq^ is the beft cultivated in the; 
ifland ; rice grows in great plenty. There is a creek 
)Q the rocks^ by whicti barges caq come and load 
with the great^fl; coAvwience^ 

SEPT£MB£ft 12, iny hoft accctmpapied t^t part of 
the way •, wc ^nt in a pirogue to poll hayiitu^ as 
far as which, the coaft is entirely covered with rock^ 
and noangroves. Near the ^^ndic^g place, we faw the 
trace of a turtle in the fand \ ^his induced us^ to land 
in fearch of it, but we found ppthing by^t it$ neft;, 
We forded the bay des Aigreites^^ which is a large arm 
of the fea. I was upon thd fhoulders of Ctte^ ' whei\ 
|he fea became io deep towards th^ middle o\ die paf^ 
iage, that I feared he would not be able to ^eep his 
feet ; the water came up to I\i^ neck, ar^d ^;e£ted me 
very much. A little farther 00, >^e came ta another 
siluary, c^kd the hoy de Reqiiins. \ obfe]^e4 many 
parts of the rock pierced wi^i ^ Aumber of round 
ftoks, of about a foot diameter^ Some of them were; 
as deep as my cane, — and I imagined that the laya of 
Ibme volcano, . having formerly flowed diroygl\ the 
WDod, had . cqnfui?ied the trunks, of the trees, an4 
left the print of the place they had grown in, . ^ 

From the poft of pMyitte to the. river duRiMpart^ 
the meadow is continued. This: part is alfo well cul^ 
livatcd, and here wc dined. I then crofled the river^ 
and went on alone, 'till I caipe to the river des Citron 
n:ers. The fun was juft fetting, when I perceived an 
inhabitant at a^ little diftance, who invited me very 
kindly to his houfe. ■ his name was Le Sieur 
Coule. 

September 13, In themormng he offered me his 
JiDiie to go to the town, which was but five leagues 

off. 
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off. I would willingly have gone round the wholp. 
ifland, but there rertiained ftiil jfour leagues of the 
way totally without inhabitants, ox w^ter ; befides^. 
from point des Canoniers^ to the Port was a part of 
the coall that I already knew, 

I ACCEPTED the offer my hoft had made me, and 
left this quarter, which 4s called La Pcudre d'or^ oa 
account, fay they, of the colour of the land, which 
however, appeared to me to be white, as in 9ther 
jplaces, I crofled the river, (which is called by th? 
fame name as the quarter) and then entered a large 
wood, the foil of which is good, but without water, 
In the quarter of Pamplemoufle, which was the next 
I came to, the lands leem quite exhaufted, the inha- 
bitants having cultivated them for thirty years, wieh- 
out ever laying dung upon them *. I forded this 
river, and the rivers »S^ii&^, und dc Latamr^^ and yt 
the evening arrived at the Port. 

The moft fertile foils I had feen on my tour werd 
gll ftony, except fome parts of Pamplemoufle. 

I DID not find one monument worthy of remark,. 
There are three churches in the ifland ; one at Port- 
Louis, the fecond at the fouth-eaft port, and the third, 
and handfomeft at Pamplemoufle j the two others be- 
ing fmaller than the churches of a little country vil- 
lage. They had built one at Port-Louis, upon a very 
handfome plan, but the roof being too much raifed^^ 
the walls were infitfiicient to bear its weight, and re- 
fift the force of the hurricane$. What renrkains of if 

is now ufed as a ftore-houfe, of which there are but 

I , .... 

* The author calls it /imer ^'^fmoking them. Saturn was taK 
led Stercutius by the aticints, for having ti^ught them this method 
pf improving their lands* T. 

*' ' • - few 
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few in the ifland, and the greater part of thofe built 
of wood, a material by no means proper for public 
buildings, efpecially here, where the ftrongeft beams 
will only laft forty years, if the worms do not deftroy 
them fooner -, befides, ftone is found every where in 
great abundance, and the ifland is furrounded with 
coral, for lime. The greateft difficulty is in laying 
the foundations, for which, the rocks muft be blown 
up with gunpowder \ and yet, all things confidercd^ 
I do not think, that a building in ftone would coft 
one third more than one of wood. The latter is 
foon built, and as foon decays. Thofe who are too 
eager for enjoyment, never enjoy any thing to per- 
feftion. 

The ifland is reckoned to be about forty five 
leagues in circumference. It is watered by a num- 
ber of rivulets, which run in deep channels from 
the center of the ifland into the fea. Although 
we were now in the dry feafon, I croflTed above four 
ind twenty, flowing with frefh and wholefome water. 
I fuppofe that about half this ifland lays fallow, one 
quarter of it confifts of plantations, and the remain- 
der of pafture grounds, of various kinds. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIII. 



Of the COMMERCE, AGRICULTURE, and 
DEFENCE of the Isle of France. 



ON E letter will not fufEce to relate all that 
may be faid upon thefe three fubjefts, — which 
are boundlefs. To begin with the firft, I do not 
know a corner of the earth whofe wants are fup«* 
plied from fo many, or fo diftant parts. Their 
difhes and plates come from China •, their linen and 
clothes from India-, their flaves and cattle fromMada- 
gafcar -, their provifions, or part of them, from the 
Cape of Good-Hope ; thefr money from Cadiz, and 
their government and laws from France. M. de 
la Bourdonnais wifhed to have made it the ftaplc of 
the trade to India— a fecond Batavia, 

With the view of great genius, he had aHb the 
weaknefs of *a man : place him but upon a point, 
and he will make the centre of all things. 

All ftaples augment the expences of trade, and 
fliould never be eftabliftied buf when abfolutely ne- 
ceflary. No nation has any ftaple between the Indies 
and Europe, but where the trade is immediately con- 
cerned. Batavia is a fpice ifland. 

The Ifle of France is looked upon, as a fortrcfs 
which aiTyres to us our ^ofiefilons in India ^ with 

equal 
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equal reafon Bourdeaux might be deemed the citidcl 
of our American colonies. The Ifle of France is 
fifteen hundred leagues from Pondicherfy. Suppofe 
a garrifon ever lb numerous were to be maintained 
here, yet, a fquadron muft rendezvous in a port, 
where the worms will totally deftroy a Ihip in three 
years. Neither pitch, tar, cordage, or maft timber 
,are found herc^ ; nor is the wood of a proper fort for 
any other branch of building. - 

We muft afterwards run the ri(k of a fea-engage- 
ment. If beaten, we cannot fuccour the place ; if 
vidorious, — our foldiers, carried fuddenly from a tem- 
perate to a very fultry climate, will be unable to en- 
dure the fatigue of the fervice. 

If half the money had been expended upon fome 
part of the malabar coaft, or at the mouth of the 
Ganges, in lieu of the Ille of France, we might 
have had a refpcftable fortrefs in India itfelf, and the 
troops would have been feafoned to the climate ; nor 
would the Englifh in this cafe have been mailers of 
Bengal. From them we may learn how to form a 
a fettlement, and proteft it when formed. They 
have an army of three or four thouiand Europeans 
upon the very banks of the Ganges ; bclides a num- 
ber of diftant illands under their dominion : they 
have nothing now to do but to eftablifh themfelves 
pntheiveftern fide of Madagafcar: but in all their 
fpnterprizes, they never while ^ purfuing the mean% 
lofe fight of the end. A flock of Iheep would be in 
SL dangerous fituation, wert the dogs, their proteftors^ 
at fifteen hundred leagues diftance from them. 

Wherefore then do we continue to keep this Iflc 
pf France ? To fupply us with coffee, and ^ a port 
for opr ihips to put into upon occafion. 

This 
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Thi3 country* which produces little die thana&udl 
tjuantity of coffee, has wants, enough, to ei^age 
all its attention to them alone, this muft be entirdy 
fupplied from France for fome time, or the colony 
will never arrive at a ftate to be of the leaft real ufc to ^ 
the mother country. Our commodities, our cloths, 
our linnens, our manufactures are in plenty, and the 
cotton- works of Normandy are far better tlian thofc 
of India with which they clothe the flaves. No moncf 
but our own fhould circulate here, A paper curren- 
cy is fet on foot but is of no great credit ; at the bcft 
xate of exchange, thirty three, and frequently Bftj 
per cent is loft by it, — Indeed it is impoflible tlut 
this paper money can lofe lefs ; — it is payable in 
France fix months after fight, it is fix months upoil 
the voyage thither, and fix months on the return; 
this is eighteen months. Ready money is reckoned 
here, to produce thirty three per cent in eighteen 
months, if employed in the maHtime trade j and ' 
therefore who ever gives paper for piaftres, juftly 
looks upon himfelf as running rilks of more forii 
.than one. 

« 

i WHATEVElt^ is bought for the king, is fold to him 
at one third l^Is than its real worth* The corn of 
the inhabitants, — all buildings erefted for him,— 
Itores, and expeditions of every fort. Y6vi may 
iiave a ftorehoufe built for 20,000 francs, ready mo- 
ney; * if you pay in paper, the price is io,cod 
crowns — and upon a matter of this kind, there ne- 
arer is any difpute. 

All payments however are made in this paper ino- 
ncy. *Twas once thought it never would have gone 

* A franc or llvre is lod, i Engliih. 
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out of the ifland ; but now not only this goes, but 
the piaftres alfo, and never to return j the colony 
would elfe be in want of every things 

Of all the places to which it trades^ tJie only one 
that is indifpenfably neceflfary at prefent to its exift- 
ance, is Madagafcar, for flaves and cattle. Thefe 
iflanders were formerly content with the wretched 
fufils that were offered them in barter, but they muifc 
now have piaftres, and thofe milled at the edges — 
All the world is rifing into pcrfeibion. 

Further, if there is the moft diftant profpeft of 
this ifland being a flourifhing feat of trade, the port 
muft be cleared out without delay, there being now 
fevcn or eight hulks of (hips each forming an ifland, 
which is every day increafed by the madrepores grow- 
ing round them. 

No perfon (hould be allowed to poflefs lands fitu- 
ated conveniently for the port, but what ftiould pay 
for them accordingly. Nor Ihould any perfon pro'- 
cure for himfelf grants of evtenfive and the fineft 
lands in the ifland, to fell them again to others. 
This abufe is exprefsly prohibited by the laws : bcv 
the laws here are not put in execution. 

The breeding of the beafts of burthen fhould be 
attended to, and efpecially of afles, fo ufeful in a 
mpuntainous country : an afs will carry tw'ce the 
load that a negrce can ftand under. The black is of 
a little higher price, but the afs is the ftrongeft. and 
the happieft of the two. 

They have made many laws relative to the planting 
bufmefs. No people in the world know their own 
intereft better than the inhabitants of. the Ifle of 
France, nor what is beft fuited to the foil they 
poflefs. There 
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There arc a number of foldiers here who arc en- 
tirely ufelefs, — thefc men might have lands allotted 
for cultivation, and afliftance for clearing them,' 
and might marry the free negroes. Were a plan of 
this kind adopted, in ten years the whole ifland 
would turn to profit in one way or another^ and we 
Ihould have an eftablilhed nurfery for failors and fol- 
diers to ferve in India. This idea is fo very fmiple, 
that I do not at all wonder it has been ^ejedted as 
contemptible. 

I leave to others the propofing of means fof alle- 
viating the feverities of the bondage of the poor ne- 
groes ; — fomc abufes are too enormous to admit of 
mediation^ 

If you talk upon the mode of defence proper fof 
this ifland, a lea officer, will tell you a fquadroil 
fhould be kept here conftantly ; an engineer would 
have it fortified ; a brigadier is perfuaded that a few 
regiments would belt anfwer the purpofe ; and the 
inhabitants think the ifland will of itfclf, defend it- 
felf. The three firft: of thefe objefts depend upon 
the will of the adminifl:ration and may partly be dif- 
penfcd with, altho* in fome refpeits neceffary, I 
Ihall enlarge upon the lafl:, as I wifli you to be ac-' 
quainted with Ibme of the oeconomical views of the 
people here. 

I obferved, in my tour rouiid the ifland, that it 
was almoft entirely encircled at fome diftance from 
thefliore, by a belt of rocks : that in thofe parts 
where the belt was not continued, the coaft is formed 
6f rocks high and inacccflible. This difpofition, fo excel- 
lent for its defence, could not fail to aftcnifli me \ but 
it is nevcrthelefs certain, the ifland would be totally 

N inacceflible 
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inacceflible, but for fome clefts in the rocks which 
afford a pafTage ; of thefe I counted eleven. They 
are formed by the currents of the river, 

In the fecuring of thefe pafles then, confifts the 
defence of the ifland from without — fome of them 
might be (hut up by means of floating chains, and 
Qthers by batteries raifed upon the Ihore. 

As that part between the rocks and the Ihore is na- 
vigable for boats, fmall armed (loops might be uf^d 
with good cfFeft, when the pafs is not within caiinon- 
Ihot of the coaft. 

Behind the rocks, th« Ihore is very acceflible ; 
the landing being upon a level. Thefe parts how- 
ever might be rendered imprafticable by art, as thofe 
of the bays of the South Eaft port arc by nature. 
Nothing need be done but to plant Mangliers^ 2l fort 
of trees which growing far out into the fea form fo- 
refts abfolutely impenetrable. This expedient is fb 
very ealy, that nobody has yet thought of it^ 

If in thofe parts of the coaft where the furf funs 
high, fome of the rocks are found to be acceflible, 
thefe being no where of much extent, might be de- 
fended by railing a wall or line ; by keeping che- 
vaux de frifc to throw into the water, or by Raqueties 
which willgrow in the drieft places -, (but the Mdnglier 
will grow if thereis ever fo little fand ;) by trees, prick- 
ly flirubs, &c, They have befides, this advantage, 
they coft but little ; and time, the deftroyer of every 
other fortification, increafes and ftrengthens that I ani 
recommending. So much for the defence againft thQ 
attacks by fea. 

I confider this ifland as a circle, and the rivers* 
flowing from the centre, as fo many Radii of it. 

The 
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iThe (hores might b€ cut either perpendicularly, or 
with a talus^ or raquectes and bambos might be 
planted upon the fides towards the town, and the oppo* 
lite ihore laid open for three hundred toifes. By this 
Ineans the ground between every two rivulets is ren- 
dered a ftrongly fortified place, and the channel of 
each rivulet a very dangerous ditch. Every attempt 
to pafs, on whatever fide it is made, muft be percei- 
ved by the inhabitants, who would be enabled there- 
by to aft for their defence accordingly ; nor could 
any enemy arrive at the town but through a tlaoufand 
difficulties and obftruftions. This fyftem of defence 
might be adopted in all fmall iflands, whofe waters 
conftantly flow from the centre to the circumference. 

Between the two wings of the mountains which 
encompafs the to\vn and the port, there is need but 
of little fortification, except that part towards the 
fea. Upon the ifle of Tonneliers fhould be built a 
fort, with batteries placed in a kind of covered ways 
to enfilade each other. Thefe fhould be mounted 
with a number of mortars, — fo terrible to fliipping. 
To the right and left as far as the ends of the pro- 
montories, the land fliould be protected by ftrong 
and refpeftable lines. Nature has already done her 
part towards the defence of the right fide,— "ehe river 
LatanUr running the length of the whole front, 

A deep valley is formed at the back of the town 
by the mountains, and includes a vaft extent of 
ground, whereon all the inhabi{ants of the ifland 
and their flaves might be aflTembled, The other fide 
of thefe mountains is inaccefllble, or n^ight be ea- 
fily made fo, at a trifling expence. 

This place has befides, a peculiar advan- 
tage; for in the very higheft part of the moun 

N 2 tain 
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tain, at the place called Le Pouce^ ther*e is found 
a large piece of land, planted with trees, among 
which run two or three rivulets of very fine fn^fli wa- : 
ter. There is no afcending thither from tht town, . 
but by a very intricate path. It has been attempted 
by force of mines, to make a wide road of communi- 
cation with the interior part of the ifland j but the 
back of the mountains are of fo prodigious a height and 
fteepnefs, that fcarce any thing except a negroe or a 
iponkey can fcramble over them. Four hundred meri 
in this poft, if furnifhed with provifions, could never 
be driven from it 5 and there is fpace enough for the 
whole garrifon. 

If to tbefe natural means of defence, we add thofe 
which (hould be furnifhed by government, — a fqua- 
dron, and proper troops, an enemy wpuld have the 
foUowino; obitacles to furfhount. 

I — He v/ould be obliged .to hazard the event of an. 
engagement by fea. 

II — Supposmc the enemy viftorious, our fqua- 
dron might retard his defcenf, by making him bear 
to the windward of the ifland in the courfe of *the 
engagement. 

Ill — The difficulties ©f a difembarkation would 
remain to be encountered with. The coaft can be 
attacked only at particular points, and no where up- 
on a front of any extent; ' 

♦ 1 . . ... 

IV — The palTage over each rivulet would be at- 
tended with an engagement to his manifeft difadvan- 
tage 'y if by the method . I have propofed, the one 
fide of the rivulet lliould be laid quite open. 

V. 
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V — He muft fonn the fiege of the town on a fide 
where there is but little room : muft fuftain the fire 
from the promontories which command this place ; 
and open his trenches among rocks. 

VI— Should thegarrifonbe driven outof the town, 
they might retire to the height abovementioned, — a fe- 
cure retreat, well provided with water, and where 
they might be conftantly fupplied with fiiccours from 
the interior part of the ifland. 

This would be a proper time for me to fpeak of 
the defence of the neighbouring ifland of Bourbon ; 
but I am yet a ftrangcr to it. I know only that a 
landing is impra<9:icable ; that it is well peopled, and 
grows more com than it can confume ; yet does eve- 
ry one contend that the fate of Bourbon depends upon 
that of the Ifle of France. Is this, * becaufe the 
military cheft is kept here ? 

* The author has fuppreded /pme obfervations relative %o the 
Ifle of France, left what he propofed as a means of its defence, 
might be of advantage to an Anemy about to attack it. This 
ought to have occurred to thofe who have publiftied plans and 
charts of our colonies, of which our enemies have more than 
once availed themfelves to oar difadvantage. The Dutch will 
permit no plans of their iflands to be engraved. Manufcript ones 
are given to each Mafter of a veflll, who at his retorn delivers 
them again into the proper office at their admiralty. 
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LETTER XIX. 

DEPARTURE for FRANCE— ARRIVAL 
At BOURBON-HURRICANE. 

HAVING obtained perixiiflion to return to France, 
I prepared tp embark on board L'Indien, a 
fliip of 64 guns. 

I gave Duval^ the flave that bore your name his 
freedom ; but lent him to a good man of thp country, 
until he had difcharged a debt he owed to the admi- 
niftration. Had he fpoken French, I would have 
brought him to Europe. His tears teftified his regret 
at parting with me, of which he feemed more fenfible 
than of the pleafures of liberty. I propofed to have 
bought the freedom of C^/^alfo, if he would have attach- 
ed himfelf to my fortune, but he declared there was a 
girl in the ifland whom he could not part with. The 
Stuation of the King's (laves is very cafy. Here he 
found hinifelf happy, which was. more than I qould 
promife he ftiould be if he went widi me. I fhoul4 
moft gladly have brought back my Favourite to his 
own country, but fome months before I left the 
ifland my poor dog was taken from me, — in lofing 
hini I loft a faithful friend that I frequently regret. 

N 4 Soim 
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Some days before I departed, I revifited Autouru, 
the iflander of Tai'ti, who had been brought thus far 
on hi^ way home from Europe.* On his paflage 
from his own country to France, he was open, gay, 
and a little of the libertine — on his return, I obferved 
Jie was referved and polite, — he had ftudied the graces. 
He was enchanted with the Opera at Paris, and imi- 
tated rhe airs and dances he had heard and feen there. He 
had a watch, upon which he defcribed the hours by the 
feveral employmen;sof each,— Hefliewcd the hour of 
rifmg, of eating, of going to the opera, of walking, 
&c. &c. — -f-This man was viery intelligent, and ejc- 
prefled by figns whatfoever he pleafed. [^Although 
the men of Taiti pafs for having had no communica- 
tion with other nations before the arrival of Mon- 
(ieur Bougainville, I obferved, however, one word 
in their langyage and a cuftom which they haVe in 
common with other people ; Matte^ in the language 
of Taiti, means to kilL The Matte of Spain, and 
the Mat of Perfia bears the fame fignification.§ 
They are alfo ufed to paint their (kins, as was don^ 
by many people of the old and new world. They 
knew what iron is, though they have none of it-— =• 
they call it aurou^ and a(k for it with eagernefs. But 
all thefe analogies tend little to the tracing of the ori^ 

f He was brought from Ocaheicie by Monfieur Bougainville ii) 
1769'^and (laid eleven naonths in Paris. T. ■< • 

, ' f 'Aotouru -by the accounts of feveral Englilhmen who faw him 
in France, was way far fropi the inteliigcnc man deiciibed by oui^ 
auihor. — T. 

J AotQuru himfelf told Monfieqr. Bougainville that an Englifh 
fhip was at Otahcitie, near a twelvemonth before hi* arrival there 
^and Moniieur Boiigainvilleas plainly, asilliberalJy infinuates^ 
that the Engliih introduced the venereal difeaie among chofe 
iflanders. ' T. 

§ The aothormight h|iv^ a4<led the Italian at^maa^re^ to i///. 

ginal 
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ginal of a nation. Follies, wants, and evils of hu- 
man nature appear naturalized among all people. 
A more certain mode of diftindion is the knowledge 
of their languages. All nations in Europe eat bread ; 
but the Ruffians call it Gleba^ the Germans Brctb^ 
the Latins Panis^ the inhabitants of lower Britainy, 
Bara. 

Autouru feemed chagrined at his long ftay in the 
Ifle of France. He walked, but always alone. I 
perceived him one day in a profound meditation, 
looking at a black flave at the door of the prifon; 
round whofe neck they were rivetting a large chain. 
It appeared a ftrange fpedtacle to him, that a man of 
his colour fhould be thus treated by white people, 
who had loaded him With benefits and prefents when 
at Paris. , But he knew not, that by their paffions, 
men are carried acrofs the feas, and that the morality 
by which they are influenced in Europe, within the 
tropics, adluates them no longer.* 

I embarked on the 9th of November 1770, many 
Malayans accompanied me to the fea-fide, and with 
tears defired my fpeedy return. Thefe gcod people 
never lofe the hope of feeing again thole who have 

• To corroborate this opinion of the author^s, I beg leave 
to infcrt an extradl from the hiftory of the conqueft of New 
Spain, t)ublilh^d at Madrid in the year 1632 by Caflillo,— 
•* We bought three ihips of the goyernor of* Cuba','— who propo- 
'* fed that we fhould pay hini for them with flaves, which we 
** were to bring from the fmall inan4s between Cuba and Hon- 
** duras — We rejeded this prbpofal, telling him, that neither 
f* God, nor the King h^d ordained theife people, (by nature 
«« free,) to be enllaved."— -Caftillo afterwards engaged with Cor- 
tes, and accompanied him in his expeditions to Mexico, during 
which there is no doubt but he got rid of thofe fcruples which 
occaiipQed the 4boye recited anfwcr to ibe goyenior of Cuba. ^» 
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4oiie them S^tvi^c. I recognized aoipng th^cn a mas- 
ter carpentfsrwhp had bought my hooks of geometry, 
^Ichoi^b he could fcarcely reid. He was the only 
man in the ifland ^ho would have them. 

We wece detainedin the road ekv^n daysbyacabn. 
The evening of the 20th we fet fail, and at tlveein 
the afternoon of the 2 1 ft anchored in the road of St. 
Dennis, at bourbon. 

This ifland is 40 leagues to the leeward of the Ifle 
of France. *Tis one aays fail only to Bourbon, but 
a nionth is frequently fpent ii\ returning. It appears 
afar oiF, like a part of a fphcre, with very high 
mountains, the land of which is cultivated to the 
height or* 800 toifcs, — They reckon 1600 perpendicu- 
lar toifcs to the fummit of the three Salaffis^ which arc^ 
three inaccefliaie pikes. 

The fhore here is very fteep -, the fcas roU^ with a 
great furf, preventing all but pirogues from approach- 
ing the land without being dafhed to pieces. At St. 
Denis a draw- bridge is contrived for the unlading of 
flqops, which projcfts more than fourfcore feet over 
ihe fea, and is fuftaine^ by ironJfchains. . At the end 
of this bridge there is a rope ladder, up which thofe 
who would land, muft climb. There is this one 
place only in the whole ill4nd, where any body can 
land, without firft jumping into the fca. 

Jis the ladien was to ftay here three weeks to ladc 
coffee, feveral of the paffengers propofed pafling 
fome days on the ifland, and evtn waiting at St. Paul, 
feven leagues to leeward, 'till the ftiip Ihould go thi- 
ther to compleat her cargo. 

Provisions 
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Provisions being fhort on board, I with the Cap- 
tain and feveral officers of other veflets, joined with 
them in this plan, 

Th£ 95tlr in the aftcrnegn I enibarKed aloap yi a 
Jittk yawl, §n<J notwithilanding the breakers r;|n ve- 
ry violently, by k^Wgthe bpafs head tp the fe^ J 
difembarkcd at the brid^l^.i We wcr? an ^our %nd a^ 
half making this trip, which was not half a league. 

I waited upon the conun^nding officer. He tqlij 
me there was no inn at St. Denis, nor in any part of 
the ifland, and that ftrangers lodged with fuch of the 
inhabitants as they had concerns with. Night (:ame 
on and having no traffick here, I prepared to rptura 
'aboard, when this officer offered me a bed. 

I next payed my relpefts to M. de Cremon, com- 
miflaire ordonateur who invited me toTiis houfe while I 
ftaid on fhore. This was the more agreeable to mc 
as I wiihed to fee the volcano of Bourbon, to whic^i 
I knew M. de Cremon had once made an excurl^on. 

But I did not find an c^portumty,— rthe way is 
very difficult — few of the inhabitants know it, and 
the journey would require an abfence of feven or eight 
4ays, 

From the 2 6%h to the i^oth the fwell was fo. greait 
that few of the boats ufed in the harbour c^me tQ 
land. Our Captain availed himielf of a fortunate 
.minute to get on board his fhip, whither his afiairs 
galled him, but the bad weather prevented his re- 
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This breeze, which always comes from the S^ W. 
rifes at 6 in the morning and ends at lo at night. 
"While I ftaid, it blew with equal violence day and 
night. 

The fitft of December the wind fell, but there 
rofe from the open fea a monftrous gale, which blew 
upon the Ihore with fuch violence that the centinel on 
the bridge was obliged to quit his poft. 

The top of the mountains is covered with clouds, 
yery thick and motionlefs. The wind continued to 
blow from the S. W.- but the fea ran from the W. 
Three large waves beat fucceffively over each other 
.and appeared along the coaft like three ranges of lit- 
tle hills. From the upper part of them iffued fe- 
veral jets deau which fell down again in white furf, 
and rufhed violently upon the fliore forming an arch, 
which rolling as it were round itfelf, foamed to a height 
more than fifty feet perpendicular, 

* The air was fo heavy that we breathed with diffi- 
culty, the flcy was dark, clouds of fea-fowls came from 
the main and took refuge on the land. The birds 
and animals on fhore feemed difturbed. Even ipen 
were feized with an inward horror at feeing a dreadful 
itempeft in the midft of a calm. 

On the morning of the 2d the wind fell entirely, 
andthefwellincreafed — The rolling waves were more 
^numerous and came from a greater diftancc. The 
fliore, beaten by the fea, was covered with a white 
mofs like fnow, which heaped together like packs of 
wool. The veffels in the harbour rode very hard at 
anchor. There was now no doubt but that the hur- 
ricane approached. The pirogues which were on thi; 
Galet were drawn a great way upon land, and every 
.one hajftened to fecure his houfe with cords and ropes. 

There 
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There lay at anchor L^Indien, Lc Penthievre, 
L.* Alliance, Le Grand Bourbon, Lc Gerion, a Gau- 
Ictte and a little boat. The Ihorc was lined with peo- 
ple, drawn thither by the fpeAacle the fea prefented^ 
^nd the danger of the (hips« : 

About Doon the Iky loured pfodigioijfly and the 
wind began to frelhen from the S. E* We b^an to 
fear that it would turn and blow from the W* and ruri 
the veflels afliore. From the battery, the fignal was 
given them to depart, by hoifting the flag, and fi- 
ring two guns with fhot in them. Immediately they 
cut their cables and fet fail. The Penthievre not able 
to fliip her boat, left it behind. L*Indien being an- 
chored farther at fea, went before the wind witil her 
four principal fails. The reft got out a3 faft as they 
could.. Some blacks who were on board tl fhallop 
took refuge on board the L*Amitie. The little boat 
and the Gaulette were already in the rolling waves,* 
in which they were every now and then loft to the 
eye ; they feemed fearful of putting to fea, but at 
length, they alfo hoifted fail, exciting uneafuiefs and 
prayers for their fafety, in all who beheld them. At 
two hours end the whole of this fleet difappeared in 
the N, W. being invelop*d in a gloomy horizon. 

About 3 in the afternoon the hurricane announced 
itfelf by a moft tremendous noife ; the wind blew 
from all quarters fuccejfively. The fea — beaten— 
and agitated to the greateft degree — threw upon the 
land, clouds of foam, fand, fhells and ftones. Some 
boats refitting at fifty paces from the water-fide were 
buried under the furge. The wind carried away a flieet 
of lead from the roof of the church, and the colo- 
nade from the governors houfe. The hurricane laf-^- 
ted all night and till 3 in the morning. 

On 



190 VOYAGE to ibe Isle or Fhakc?* 

Oh the 6th, the two firft Ihips that retiimed to an- 
fchor were the little boat and the Gaulette j they 
brought a lett«;r from the Penthkvrc which had loft 
her top-gallant-maft. Themfelres had met with no 
&ccident-^The loweft ftations are ofte^i the leaft 
liable to misfortune. 

• The Rth, the Gerioh apptai-ed— (he had beert dri- 
-^vi fo near the Ifle of FraiKe that flit put ihto the 
harboiT } where fhe learM that the Garronnd Pink, 
jfbiHidered while at anchor. 

By about the 18 th we had tidings o^ all the ftiips^ 
except the Amitie and the Indien. The fize and 
ftrength of the Indien feemed to fecure her agjiinA 
all events, and we did not doubt but that Ih^ would 
continue her voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, 
there, take in provifions, arid go from thence to 
France. Befides I knew this to be the Captain'^ 
intention. 

The 19th i© the morning, a fignal W^ made that a' 
(hip was in fight ; it was the Normandy, Pink ; fhe 
paffedbySt. Denis, and anchored at St. Paul. She 
came from the Ifle of France and was going to the 
Cape for provifions. This opportunity was too fa- 
vourable a one to be neglefted by me and -an officer 
with me. Mpnfieur and Madamoifelle Cremon 
provided us with beds and linen iot the voyage, 
we got horfes and guides to go to St. Paul, and were 
accompanied thither by a relation of Monfieur Cremon. 

My efFeds being yet oh board the Indien, I was 
deftitute of evei*y thing except linen^ which I had 
broijght on fhore with me'. 

- We fet out on the 20th at eleven in the morning, 
wciad fcven leagues to go. The Pink was to fail in 
the evening, and therefore having no time to lofe, 
WjC^took leave of our hofts. Our 



VOYAGfe to tie l%vt or FhAmce. 191 

Ouk horfcs besin forthwith to cfiftlb the motmtkin 
of St. Denis, by 2ig-zag paths, {>^ved with ffau^ 
fiones. They ^^efc Very ftrong, and furc footed 
and, according to the cuftom oi the coiintry^ they* 
were unfliod. 

At two leagues and a half from St. Denis we 
found under feme citron trees at the brink of a rivu* 
let, a dinner, which M. de Cremon had caufed to be 
provided for us. 

After dinner, we defcended and came to the Grand 
Cbaloupe. 'Tis a frightful valley formed by two moun- 
tains that arc very Itcep. We walked part of the way 
^n^ich the rain had rendered dangerous, and at the bot- 
tom we found ourfelvts between the tv70 mountains, 
in the ftrahgeft folitude 1 had ev^er feeh ; we were in a 
manner between two walls, the heavens only being 
over our heads : we crofled the rivulet and cainc ac 
length to the Ihore oppofite to the Chahupe : at the 
bottom of this abyfs, there reigns an eternal calm, 
however the winds blew on the mountains. 

At two leagues frcin St. Paul we entered into a 
large plain of fand extending as far as the town, 
which is built like St. Denis. - There arc large liwns 
encempafled with hed&^cs in recruki row's, i-i.d in the 
middle is the houlc were the faipJiy lives. Tiiv;fc 
towns have the air of large villages; 

St. Paul is fituated by the fide of n steat lake of 
frefh wa^er, of v/hich a pert mi^. ht I apprdicnd be 
made. 

It wa^^hight e*er our arrival there \ we Wdre much 
fatigued, ihd' knew neither where to lodge, norT^hete 
tp get bread, thert* being no baker at St. -Paul. 

Mif 
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My firft care was to fpeak with the Captain of the 
Normande whom I luckily found on (hore. He told 
us he would not venture to take us on board without 
an order from the Governor of the Ifleof France, 
who was then at St. Denis, and that he Ihpuld not 
fail till next morning. 

I immediately wrote to the Governor and to Ma- 
damoifelle Cremon. I gave my two letters to ^ black, 
promifing to reward him if he returned by eight 
o'clock next morning. It was then ten at night and 
he had fourteen leagues to travel on foot^ 

I found out my comrades, who were fupping at the 
ftore keepers. They lodged us in a houfe belonging 
to the King, unfurniflied, except with chairs^ of 
which we made beds. We were up betimes- At 
nine o'clock the anfwers to my letters were brought 
by a black whom my meffenger had fent in his room* 
What was our aftonifhmcnt when we read that the. 
Governor had left the mafter to his difcretion. 

At laft after many negotiations and after having 
given him bills of payment for our paffage he agreed 
to take us, and the departufe of the Ihip was deferred 
till next day. 

The following account is all I could coUeft rela- 
tive to Bourbon. It is well known that the firft in- 
habitants were pirates, who cohabited with negroe 
women from Madagafcar. They fixed here firft 
about the year 1657. The India company had alf6 
at Bourbon a faftory, and a governor who lived with 
them in great circumfpedtion. The Viceroy of 
Goa came one day to anchor in the road of St. Denis 
and was to dine with the Governor, He liad fcarcely 
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T€t his fbot on ftiore before a pirate fhip of fifty guns 
anchored along fide his veflel and took her. The 
Captain landed forthwith<» and demanded to dine at 
tlie GoVernor'Si He feated himfelf at table between 
him, and tKe Portuguezc Viceroy, to whom he de- 
tlared, that he was his prifoneri Wine and good 
cheer having put the feaman in good humour, Mon- 
fieur Desfofges (the Governor) alked him at how 
much he fated the Viceroy's ranfom. " I muft have 
"(faid the Pirate) a thoufand piaftersi" That's too 
little ^faid Monfieur Desforges,) for a brave fellow 
like you, to receive from a great Lord like him^— 
alk enough, or afk 'nothing/* " Well, well, then I 
afk nothing, (replied the generous Corfair) — let him 
be free." 

The Viceroy reimbarkea inftantiy, and fet fail, 
fiappjr at haVin]g efcapcd on fuch good tefms. This 
piece of fervice of the Governor wa$ recompenfed 
'fliortty after by the court of Portugal, who prefen«* 
ted his fon iVith the order of Chrift* 

,,The PJlpate afterwards fettled oil the ifland^ ahd 
was hanged, a confidefable time after an amnefty had 
l3€^n publifhed in favour of his companions, and iA 
Which he had failed to get himfelf included. This injuf- 
Hice was the work of a * Confeillery who was defirous of 
Appropriating his fpoils to his own ufe. But this laft 
villain, a little while after^ came to nearly as wretch- 
ed an end, although the juftice of men did not roich 
?iim. 

. It is not long, fince the laf^ of thefe pirates whole 
-name was Mami died, aged 104 years^ 

* In the Frenth courts of judicature, tlie judges are called 
Con/eiUers (CounfeUors}^ and the BarrifterSf are called jtvccais 
Advocates, T» 

O Whent 
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Whbit ttrore peaceable occilpaticms had fofcened. 
their manher^, there remained among them a fpirit 
only of iitldependance and 6f liberty, which corrcft- 
<d itfelf (till more in the fociety of many worthy 
people who eftabliihed in Bourbon for the purpofe oS 
Cultivation. Sixty thouiand blacks are reckoned to 
fiire iln Bburbon and only five thoufand inhabitants. 
TM^ ifla^ k thrice as populous as the Ifle of France, 
M which it depends for its export traifick. It is 
^6 rtiuch better cultivated, having prodiaced twenty 
thoufand quintals of corn and as much of coffee, 
befide^ ride land odier provilions for home confump- 
tion. H&rd& of oxtn are not fcarce there. The 
Kittg pays * MeenciiTres per Cwt. of corn, and the 
inhabitants fell -f- a quintal of coffee for forty-five 
livres in piaftres, and feventy livres in paper, 

^HE plrincipftl place in Bourbon is St. Denis, the 
itfifi^fice ^f tlst ffmamsk and council. Nothing 
'V^rth.MfMrk is ts^ befeen here txcept a redoubt 
built of ftone, h\k fitubted tslo far fi'oia ^e fea,-—* 
a battery before the governor's houfe, and the draw- 
bridge t)^6re-ihMcimfad; Near t«h^ town is a large 
)>kun called Le CKan^ de Lorraine. 



Th£ icnl ibemed to he more fandy at BourboA thaa 
at iht I(k of Fntnce^: it is mixed at fome di^anc^ 
from lahd) witkthe fame kind of fmalLpebbles with 
whfch the lea fliore is. covered, — a p{;oor that tiie fea 
has withdrawn itfelf or that the iftend isriienout of the 
oceaa. This I think might be the cafe, if we inayjudge 
irom themountains,.which arefiill of chafms, and very 
ruffed irid 'broken ih^theMtttefiorparts. When we 
fpeculate upon natuie^ 'apj^itt'tipitMiA^waffs.tp^ 

t A quiaui is equal to a cwt/BngFifli. 

^ fent 
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lent tliemfchi^ with a nearly, equal aopearance of 
probability.— The fanle cfftfts fitqiiempy refult fkwi 
difiTerent caules. Ttiis obferVation ihight Be^esrtend-. 
ed very far, and' Ihould iaduce us to be yttf mode- 
rate in our deciiions. 

A man of eighty years of agp ^ured me that he had 
Befen one of thofe who took pofleffiorf of the file of 
France when the Dutch ai^andofled it; Twelve 
Fr^rfchmen were detached for that- purp^,- wJ4o> 
laitded in the morning, and in the afternoon^ the* 
fame day, an Engliffa {hip ancRored there, foi^ lAvi 
fame purpofe. 

The manners of the firll inhabitants of Bourbon 
were very fimple, the greater number of the houfes 
were not made to fhut, — a lock was a curiofity. Some 
people even put their moriey iira tortbife-ihcU cvtrttieir 
door. They dreiled in blue cloth, went bare-footed^ 
and lived upon rice and coffee •, they imported but 
little from Europe, content to live without luxury fo 
they lived without want: They joined to this moderation 
the virtues which ever atrend it : good faith in com* 
itierce^ and generofity in their proceedings. As foon 
as a fbranger appeared, the inhabitants came to him» 
and as a Ibanger offered him chcir hou&s. 

The laft war in the Indies has made a change in their 
manners. The voluntpers of Bourbon diftinguiihed 
themfelves m it by their iMvery •, but the ftuffs of Alia 
and the military diftin&ions of Fr^ce, thereby got 
footing in their ifland. The childr^, richer than their 
parents require to be treated with more confiderauon. 
They have now no enjoyment of an unnoticed goodr 
fortune, but feek in Europe, pleafures and honours^ 
. in exchange for domestic happinefs, and the quiet of 
a roiDitt|r life. The attentiQn of the fathers being 

O 2 chiefly 
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chiefly fixed upon their fons, they fend them to France, 
from whence they feldom return. Hence it is, that 
in this ifland there are more than five hundred mar- 

^^,^ riageablc girls, who are likely to die without huf- 

^^j. , bands. 

We went on board the Normande on the 21 ft in 
the evening. We found a cafe of wines, of liquors, 
QofFee, &c; 'which Monfieur and MademoifcUe Crc- 
mon had caufed to be put on board for our ufe. 
Wc were received at their houfe with the hofpitality 
of the ancient inhabitants of Bourbon, and the po- 
iitenefs of Parifians, 

I am, &c. 

Bourbon, December 21, 1770. 
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LETTER XX. 



DEPARTURE from BOTJRBON, 
ARRIVAL AT THE CAPE. 



WE left the bay of St. Paul an ten 
o'clock at night. The fea here is calmer, 
and the anchorage fafer than at St. Denis^ the road 
of which is fpoiled by a vaft number of anchors left 
jhere by ftiips. Their cables cut prefently. Yet the 
ieamen prefer St. Denis^ 

When the wind blows into the bay of St. Paul, 
there is no getting out of it, and if a veflel fhould 
run on ihore, (he mufl certainly be loft ; the fea 
freaking upon a very high fand, 

» 

On the 23d we loft fight of Qourbon. The fervi- 
ces we had received from Monfieur and Mademoiielle 
de Cremon while we ftaid, the fair winds, a good 
table, and the company of Monfieur de Roft)os our 
captain condoled us for ou^ difappointment in nqt 
finding the Indienne. 

• » 

We pitied the paflengers on board of her^ who 
had to undergo at Once, very bad weather,' and want 
gfprovifions. 

O 3 They 
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They reckon ninety leagues from Bourbon to the 
Cape. On the bth of January I/71, in the nK>rn-' 
ing we faw Point Natal ten leagues a head <rf us. 
In three days ^^wt hoped to bcon bo^d the Indienne. 
We went before the wind all the way till Monday. 
It fell calm in the evening, and was fultry hot. At 
midnight it lightened prodigioufly, and the horizon 
was every where covered witn large and heavy black 
clouds. The fea ihone with the fifhes which played 
round eur &ip. 

At three in the morning a contrary wind blc^f 
from the W. with fuch violence that it obliged us tq 
make for the Cape under our mizen. The tempcf^ 
drove on board of us a little bird like a titmoufe. 
The coniing of land birds on board of .ihips is 4t 
«rays a fign af bad weather, as it proves th^ the vi- 
tpfence-ctf the ftomi extends far over the land. 

'ON'thethird day of the ftorm we perceived th«yt 
our mizen-maft was fprung four feet above <he yard 
•r-we reefad the (ails^ ftrengthened the maft with ropes 
and jbljrus of 'wood, and Itood for the Cape under 9 
miin^il. 

The fea was trcmrndoiis and hid the horiwn from^ 
us. We were much fyrprized to/ee y/ithin cannon- 
-fliofa Dtitch vcflel fteenng as ive did. It was im^ 
poffiblc'to fpedw 'vviih ^ler 5 dhe ftfth day the wind 
tcfcafcd. The mi^en^ma^ was examined, and foun^ 
gbic^dfy broken .^trough. T^hxs acccidcnt caufc^ 
lis tOTCTOubie ouf efforts to- reacii the Cape. ' 

The bad \¥cathe^ pccafioned ais to Jpfe way, wjiich 
'the cjdm now ^rcyentcd our recovering/ 
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. - On tlie twdfth we again istwdie Dutch ihip, and 
i^ke to her. She very .warily <£ame up 10 us with 
her matches ali^t^ and her .guns run Qut : ihccame 
from Batavia, and was going to the Cape«. . 

At length on the fixteenth of January we faw the 
Cape, over our ftarboard quarter. We bjeat about 
all night. On the fcventeenth in the mprning a vio- 
lent gale blew. The air was darkened with ^ thick 
fog, which totally .hid the Jand. We wca jiear mif- 
fing the entrance of the bay when we perceivjed in a 
part which clear rd up for ^ moment;, .a.coarnerof the 
table moimtain. We dinaSly loughcd up, and about 
noon found ourfclves near the coaft, whiph is very 
high, Jt is entirely bare of trees ; the iighcr part 
rifcs to a point, formed 'by |:he. declivities jof parallel 
rocks J it refemblcs the walls of an old fortification 
Tvich their tdus. 

Wje came under the land. ^ At night we found 
ourfelves behind the lion. mountain, which at a dif- 
itance appears like a lion couchant. The head is 
formed by a great rock, and detached. from the body, 
which is compofed of the ridges of different hills. 
JFrom the head of the lion, they give fignals to fliips. 

Here the wind failed us, being fhefe^red from it 
by the lion. We were forced, in order tQ enter the 
bay, to pafs between the ifland of Robei;i, which wc 
faw before us on our left, and a neck of land called 
the point, which is found at the foot of the lion. 
We were within two cannon-fhot, and oui: impatience 
redoubled. From hence we could perceive the ftiips 
in the road, and the I^dienne cpyld i^t ]be the leaft 
(:em^kable amon^them* 

O 4 At 
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At I^ft the tide making, wc faw, from the tOps^ 
twelve veffels fucceffively appear, which were lying 
at anchor. But none of them had French colours. 
It was the Dutch fleet. ^ . * . 

We call anchor at the mouth of the bay. At 
three in tJie afternoon, the Gomriiandarit of the bay 
came on board, and afllired us that the^ Indienne hag 
pot appeared. 

At the bottom of the bay we faw the table moun- 
tain, which is thehigeft land on this coaft; Its top 
is leyel, and fteep on all fides, like an altar : the city 
is at the foot of it, upon the edge of the. bay* There 
frequently gathers upon the table, a thick fog, heap*- 
ed up as it were, and white as fnow. When this 
happens, the Dutch fay, the cloth is laid, . i .. 



.1. 



The Commandant of the bay hoifts his flag, as a 
fignal for the vefltls to be upon their guard, and a 
prohibition* for the floops to put to fea. From^thi^ 
cloth defcend whirlwindsmingled with fog like long 
ftakes of: wool. . The earth is covered withclouds o£ 
iand, and fliips are often forced to fet fail. . This gale 
ieldom rifes in this feafon but at about ten in the 
morning, and lails till evening. Sailors are very 
fond of the land at the Cape, but are afraid of the road^^ 
which, is rooft: dangerous,from April to September. , 

In 1722 the whole India fleet periflied at anchor, 
'except two ftiips. Since that time no Dutch ftiip is 
allowed to anchor there after the fixth' of March. 
They gp to Falfe-bay, where they are under flicker. . 

A^ attempt was made to have formed tJie road in- 
to a harbour with only one opening, by joining the 
point au^snduf to the iflc .of Roben ; but it did not 
iucceed. . , .....: j ; . 

; . . . I 
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I hoped to have landed that evening, but was pre- 
vented by a breeze from off the land. 

Early, iin the pioi^Qing the Jformandc anchored 
nearer to the town.— It is-cornpofed of white ftonei 
in ftrait rows, which at a diftance look like houfe^ 
built with cards, 
^ . ' •■ ,, • 

At fun rife, three IhaUops very prettily painted 
came on-board us: ■ They were fent by the town's- 
people, who invited us to land and lodge among 
fhem. - I went on board a fhallop of a German's, 
who afTured me that for my money I Ihould be well 
accommodated at Monfieur Nedling's. 



it 



In our way acrofs the road, I reflefted upon the 
lingular fituation I was in y to find riiyfelf, without 
clothes; ntoney, or acquaintance, among Hollanders, 
at the very extremity of Africa, But my refledbions 
were interrupted by a fpeftacle quite new to me. Wc 
|)afled by a numb^ of" fc^-calvcs, lying at their eafe 
upon floats of fca-weed, like the long horns with 
which Ihepherds call their flocks together : Penguins 
fWani quietly within reach of our oars ; fea fowls 
came and perthed upon the fhallop, and on my land- 
ing upon the fand I evenfaw two pelicans at pky with 
a large maftifi^, and taking his head into their ^reat 
beak.'- ^ •• , ^ • - - ^ ■■■ f > -- .....; 



fr 



I conceived a good opinion ot a land, in which 
hofpitality and gopd will fliewed ithemfelves fo cpn- 
ipicuoufly cvfcn among the brute creation. 

Cape of Good-Hope, January lo, 1771. 
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LETTER XXL 



Of the CAPE, our cxcurfion to CONSTANCE 
and the TABLE MOUNTAIN. 



THE ilneets at the Cape arc very ftrait, -fome of 
them are watered with canals and .moftTiif them 
planted with chcfnut trees. It was very pleafing to 
&c them coveted with leaves m the month of Janua- 
OT. The froat (rf thfe houfe$ were fliaded with their 
^Itage, and at the two &des .of the doors were feat^ 
ctf brick rOr turf, on jnanjr of which fa|:4adic3 with 
clear ^jii j;uddy complexions, I was rejoiced, at 
4>nce more feeing the wuAt^qanccS/^nd the architeauK 
4rf Europeans, 

I walked .tI:iroi:igh fome part <rf the^l^ce, with my 
^uide, i;o Mfidame tKedling^ .a fax JDuxchwomai^^ 
who was very XpJ^ightJ^j:. .$he w^s iluin'king tea a^ 
.mox}g fev^n .or c;*^ q&q^vs ^f iixc fleet, yjiho \were 
fmoaking tTieir pipes. Sfie Iliewed me a very rneat 
apartment and affured me that every thing in hef 

"When a mm hasTecn^ one Putph town he has feen 
them all ; 'tis theTame tiere,-^<he order of eacTi houfc 
is alike. The x:viftom -of Madame 'Nediii:jg'3 was 
this, tliere was always company in the parlour, and 
a table covered with peaches, melons, apricots, rai-, 
^xiSy pears, chccfe, frejQi bytter, wine^^ pipes and 

tobacjco. 
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jaoSi tbbacco. At dght o^dock tea and.cofibe is tei- 
idy for breakf^ft. At ooon they :haw .game and BSk 
in plenty for dinner^-at four tfaqrcdrJink xoflFecand 
tea, at eight they have a fupper as plentiful .as their 
dinner, — Thefe good people are eating frommom- 
4ng tiH night. 

The expence of boarding ia ^ maimer, iras fii& 
<fiaeriy po more than halt a piaftrc, or fi^Qr French 
'^oU (a trifl? Ipore than two ihiUings) per day, hot 
-iovsat French qfficers of the marine, in order to diftin.- 
.guith themieives from oiher nations, raifed th^ price 
%o a piaftre, which is now fommony pai4. 

This price is tcnormous, when wp gonfider fhe 

agreat plenty of jjpovifiops ; — it is true, th^t more 

<^)egance is to be found here than in our beft (avems« 

The Icrva^ts of the houfe are at your cominand \ yoft 

may invite whom you pleafe) ana inay p^s fpme^ays 

at your landlori^'s country-houfe, and have the ufe of 

sjiis carriage, without any addition^ expence. 

After dinner I went to fee Monfieur Tolbac, the 
Governor, a man of eighty years of age, whofc me* 
rit ptocufed him Ais goVerjiment fifty years ago. 
He invited me to dinner the next day. ' | had ap- 
prized him of my fit^atioo, of which he fpemc^ Tcry 




J THEN walked in the Cpf^pany^f ^arjlcn ; jt 19 

jKvkkd into four quarters, afid wateri^d by ^ rivulet. 
iEach quarter is bordered by a row of chefnut-tpces, 
-twcpty feet \Affi. Thefe pafiifadocs fteker theplantS; 
from the M^ipd, which always blows hard ; they havie 
eyen had the precaution to dofend.thp young treq of 
•the avenues, oy a fcreen of reeds. 

I SAW 
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^ i SAW in thrs gaixicn she plants of Afia and Africa^ 
hat particularly the trees of Europe, covered witk 
jfmits kt a feafon when X had never before ieen leaves 
orr'thcm. . • 

I RECOLLECTED that an Officer in the King's fcr- 
vice, named the Vifcount du Chaila, had at my leav- 
ing thr Ilte:af France, given me a letter for Monfieur 
idu Berg, . Secretary of the Council; This ktt^r was 
id my pocket, having had no time to put it. among 
any* other papers oh board the Indienne, I therefore 
waited, on Monfieur de Berg^ and delivered it to^hiii). 

He received me very cordially, and as he made me 
aft offer of his purfe, I made life of hia credit for 
llic-h things as I abfolutely wanted. I afkcd him i^ 
X cctuld not procure a paiTage on board an India fliip, 
Jix of which were then going away, and the other Rx, 
were to go in the beginning of M^rch. . 

. • ... 

He affured me it was impoOible ; — that the Dutcfc 

India Company had abfolutely forbidden it. Indeed 

the Governor had told me a§ much> I was therefore 

.reduced to the neceffity of (laying at the Cape till 

fome other opportunity offered of getting away. 

. '"«■ . . ^ 

-An unforefeen accident had brought me t^iithcir,' 

and I hoped for another that (bould carry me^way 

again. 

^ , ..- . , ,. -. . . • 

, • However^ the fociety of a good tempered and 
happy fet of people, added to the plenty of every fort 
of provifions, made my confinement very fupport- 
.abk. 

Monsieur & Berg's fon invited me to go toCoij- 
ftance^ a famous plantation of vin^ards, fituatal 

about* 



^> 
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about four leagues off, ; We flept at his countryr : 
lu>ufe, behmd the.tiibk-inountain, at two fliort leagues 
diftance from thcr town. We, walked thither throu^ 
a beautiful avenue of chefnut-trees. We faw there — 
vineyards, ripe for vintage — orchards^ chefnut-groves, 
and a very, great abundance of fruits and vegetables..- 

The next day we continued our route to Con - 
ftance j it is a little hiU, rifing to the north '^( which; is 
here the fide of the fun at noon).. On our approach^ 
we pafled through a wood of filver trees, (/irbres 
£ Urgent '^) .They reiemble the pine-tree, have a leaf 
like the willow, -^d are covered with a white down, 
which is very Ihining. 

. This foreft fecmed to be all of filver. When the 
wind blew them aboiit.and the fun flione, each leaf 
glittered like a plate of metal. We walked through 
thcfe groves, fo rich and fo delightful,, in order ta 
look at the vines, which though lefs fplendid in ap- 
pearance^ are of f^ greater utility. 

A BROAD avenue of old chefnut-trees condudbed us 
to the vineyard of Conftance. Over the front of the 
iK>ufe we faw a vile painting of a {trapping girl, and 
ugly enough, reclining on a pillar« I took it for a 
Dutch allegorical figure of chaftity : but they told 
me itwfftn tbr portrait gf a Madam Conitantia, daugh^ 
ter of a Governor of the Cape. He caufed this houfe 
to be built with deep ditches round it like a fortifica^ 
tion. He propofed to. raifc it a ftory or two higher^ 
but was prevented by orders from Europe. 

• 
We found the matter erf the houfe fmoking his 

|>ipe in his night-gown. * He carried us into his 

cellar, and made us tafte his wine. It was in little 

caiks called alvfirartiej^ containing about ninety pintS| 

ranged 
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ranged' vepy reguiarlf under gfotmA. There were 
thiPty e€ diem. Tbw vmeywi^ in common. yeacs^ 
pixidUGSS two hnndved. He feUs die red wine at diir- 
tjr^fm piafties per alveramey and the white foe thirty. 
Ther ettaos i» his own, conditionally,, that he fhall re- 
•fe^w fix^e wine yearly for the Company, wfaapay 
ium^&r it. This he told us himfelf. 

' HAvmo tifted has wine^ we went into his vine- 
yard. The tafte ^ the mufcadine grapes was: per- 
fedly like that of the wim. The vines are not upon 
efpalieres, and the srapes are %«ft a Hctle way front 
thegroundt They kt them rip^n^ ^ the. fruit ik^ 
about half preferved by the fun. We t^iftod another, 
fort of raifins, which are very fweet, but not muica- 
^e. They make a wine of them which, is of ^ 
extravagant price,, but is a vepy fine cordial;. 

The Conftance wine, derives its quality &onrtfair: 
particular nature of the foil. They have planxed;tfaei 
fame ftocks, and treated thehvii^ the £une. nvKiner^ar 
a pl^ce called Lower-Conftance, a quarter of a league 

^m henee but they' have tkgenerbted^; ^ tptflceiAsed 
igrhen r tafted them. The prior, asiwett astfaeuafler 
]S very jnferioi;^ it bdng fold foi! twelve piaftves tto 
iflverame/^ there are fomekfK»res^ ait- the Cane^:. wlsv 
fbmetimes are too ffaarp fbr- ftrangef si in ws 'pani^ 
cuba\ 

Nbar' the vineyccrd^ is- a garden ' of inuncnfa extt 
tent,. Piaw in it, mofVof eisi^ fmut^trecs^ kahec^tt 
and efpali«rs^ loaded^ with- fruit Thefc ars^jjaathm 
io^rioi: to ours, excqpt. the grape, which I prefer^ 
Thcf oiiyes^ h^TQ are not pleafant. 

Whe» we returned ftbrn our w»lk<^ we? fcfOMt^ 
ri^ntiful breidii&ft V ouf> lamUttd^ oiwwhiakiiedijxi 

with 
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with kindncrs \ &e defceoded from a French reCii^i^^ 
4Rd f^emed in raptvures at the lighi ofon^^'faer 
cauntiymen^ Her hulband and fl^e ihewed me « 
iarge hoUow cheihiK-ts-ee, before the dow f^ tW 
boufe 10 which they fotnecimes dined. Th«iir WKMI 
was like that of B4iwis and PbiUmovf^ nor wm^ ibef* 
kfs happy^-^except that the huiband had the gQUt» 
and the wife cried when any body fpoke of Erancc> 

FitOM Conftance to the Cape you travel through 
an uncultivated plain, covered with fhmbs and plants. 
We ftoppod at Neuhaien, one of the Company's 

fardens; 'tis laid out as thofe in the town am^ 
ut is moTC fertile. All this part, is not expoied ta 
the wind, like the mrritory of the Cape where fa 
much duft is blown up, that mofl: of the houfes 
have double iaihes to the windows, to fecuie theou 
In the evening we arrived at the town. 

Sqmi day» after^ xsxf lan<Uord, Monfieur Nedling^ 
invited iTie to h^% cpuntry-houfe, near that of Mod^ 
fieur de Berg. We fet out in his voiture, (whether 
toacb tr tmrt Joes mt appear) drawn by fix hordes. 
Wjt pafied manv da^ there in the moft delightful 
tranquiHtt]^ Tne ground W2S Oaxmod with peaches^ 
pcds^^ and oranges, which nobody ^theiied ; the 
waikA were ihaded with naoft b»u(xful tcces. | 
meafited a^ cbefiiut<^ree, which was iclewn feet la 
cimiinfaence ;. it is laid to .be stie moSt ancient ,tm 
in the whole 



The jd «CF^nmy my hoflk preyed tofciKit 
HQlkmd^ U> gp^ ypoa T^kberg, a &eq> moun^ 

» Tlie A^ 4c b Cvlk%8, tfcit the Fi:eojch.t»iig«C!s<w ap 
megtr fjpokcn 9maog X,he defc^ndiuics of thcRefugee^---e^cept b/ 
ihaim^hmyilkf^t^i^ho wtn^ ipnmtfyte ditkrai of ttofe whd 
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tain, at ivhofe foot, the town appears to ftand. I 
Was of the party. We fet out at two o'dock in the 
morning, on foot. The moon Ihorie very bright. 
We kft on our right a rivulet, which runs from the 
mountain, and diredted our courfe to an opening iii 
the middle, and which appeared from the town like 
a chafm in an old wall. On our way we heard fome 
wolves howl, and fired feycral guns to difperfe then^ 
The way is rugged to the foot of the mountain, but 
from thence upwards, is much more fo. \ The feem- 
ing apertute in the table, is an oblique feparation, of 
more than mufquet-fhot yride at its lower entrance j 
above, it is not more than two toifes; - This cavity is 
like a very fteep ftair-cafe, filled with fand and loofe 
pieces of rocks. We climbed it, having to the right 
and left, precipices two hundred feet high. Great 
mafly pieces of ftbne projeift;, and are ready to roll 
down. — The water drops from the cracks . of the 
rocks, and nourifhes a variety of aromatic plants. 
We heard during this excurfion, the howlings of ba- 
vian5, a fort of large monkeys, refembling bears. 
. . . . ■ 
^ 4 ■,, ^ .. After three days and a half's fatigue^ ^e reached 
''^"^'- "the top of the IfaBle, , The fun rofe oyer the fea; 
and . its rays enlightened on our right-hand, the 
lleep fummits of the tiger, and of four x)ther chainis 
of mountains, the moft diftant of which feemed the 
higheft. On our left, and a little behind us, we 
faw, as - upon a - plan, the . Me of Penguins , then 
.. Conftance, Falfe-Bay, and the Lion-Mountain : be- 
fore us was the Ifle of Roben. The town was at 
our feet. "We diftinguilhed even the fmallcft ftreett 
of it. The vaft fquares of the Compaciy's^ garden j 
with its avenues. of chefnuts, and. its lofty ;efpaliq-sj 
appeared but as a parterre, with borders of box ; the 
citadel as a little pentagon, the fize of one's hand| 
and the India fliips, as walnut*fliells; I felt a kind 

of 
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tof pride at the thoughts of m^ elevateii fbrtibr^ *tiii 
I faw eagles hovering abotc mc^ fo high^ that they^ 
were nearly out di fight. 

- ' . , . . 

Afte*. all', it would have beeA impoffible to have 
thought, but with conteflnpt of .luch trifling ofcjedrs^' 
aaid efoecially erf' men who appeared to us like ints,* 
i^ we nad not felt the fame wants as ever. We ;wcre 
cold and hungry, A fire was kindled, and we break- 
faft^d. Mtst breakfaft, our Dutchmen hoifted a 
cloth at the end of a (tick, * as a fignal of our arrival i 
but in about half an hour they todk it down, left ic 
fhould be miftaken for a French flag. The futnmi^ 
of Tablebcrg, is a plain flat rock, which L take toi- 
be about half a league long^ and ^out atjuarter 
broad. *Tis a fpecies of white quarry; covered here 
Md there, with about an inch ©r two's depth of black 
mould, . mixed with fand and white gravel*^ Wc 
ioMtii fomc. little pools o£ water^ formed fey the 
clouds, which frequently are.ftopped herctil.:. 

, The ftrata of thk ftiduntaib ate parfeUel::^ i coiild 
find no* fofils there*. • The lower rock{ is d kind .of 
brown free-ilone^' which itur^s to iaad if cxpo&d; 
to the air. Some pieces : of -liti^femblc) piccea of 
bread, with their cruft. Although the foil of the 
fummit has fo* very -little depth, if grows a prodi- 
giousf number (^ plaitSi v a:. .': 
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I OA'THE.iVJED.fix fpecies: of : the immir taJs fJ:ame 
fmaU mynjter.i filejx^.A^fchfmells like tea^.a flower 
Uke the imperiaji^ of a fine., purple-colour, ahdimaoj? 
others whde names I did not know., [I fouhd'there^ 
ji |>lant, whofe- . flower, is red; . but witho^jt fniell ; ' :byr 
ip ajppearapc^, one would ha^e thought ik a tiiboroliL 
^acn , ft^ hfasl two or tl^eorleiyes iturned/upvtbgp^ 
$her,. ».ap4toWiilg a. little w^ter;^; JWgular 

P of 
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i( i\\i becaufe unlike to any vegetable I had^tvcr 
%fi04-?^i& ^ flo^CF, round lik^ a rofe, of the fize of 
a ihilling, and entirely flat. This flower glitters with 
the utmoft brilliancy — It has neither ftalk nor leaf — 
It grocws wry thick lipon the grave), to which it is 
Ijield by imperceptible fibres. When taken up into 
(he hand, nothing can bje perceived but a flixay fub* 
fiance. / 

.. Her£ air five entire plants, which feem to affeft 
ift' this. configuration, a ref^mblance to only one part 
of Tsiisi^ is cammoii to other plants. Firft the Noftoc, 
jninch is only a lap, as it were -, fecondly a chevelu, 
{x imaih root or fibre . ifldiing fnom another root) 
which ^owscupon the tops of nettks ; thirdly^ 
a lichen, or mois, reiembimg a leaf ; fourthly, the 
i^i^latfd. flower of the table-Kill ^ fifthly^ ^e truflo 
of 'Eurdpc, whkk is a fruit. I might add, the root 
of thcgrofie (or groSo) of the IQe of France, if it waa 
not an inftancc by |4^]f/ 

.-ir AM mach inclined to beliem?, that nature has 
adopted this plan atnot^ anithals.~-I know many, 
nzaidne ones, especially, which in £c»rm refemble the 
inembers. oxily: of other animals. 



X '. * ' 



.In my walk, i reached the extremity of the taible^ 
from whence I hailed tke appearance of the AtkmttQ 
Ocean, for having doubled tne Cape of Good Hope, 
you^re no longer in: the Indian, ocean. I did homage 
to /the m^snopy of Vafoo dc Gaom, who dared firft to 
go nmndthrs pnocnontory of tempefb^ AJl maritttne 
patidns ihoiild hav« combined to oreG: a ftatue at him 
s^tthii place, before «?luch.I <would moflpwitiingly'^ haye 
madoa libation ofConftance wine,tn honour of his heroic 
pex&v^raisce. Iti»iiowevtf doubc&l^ whetli^t' Gaii^ 
was^ jhe firft who opened f commergi^ widk ihr ladiea 
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by tl^q Cape pf Qqod Jippe. Pliny fays, that I^annp 
Vfcnt rQM{^4 £f^ocn thq fea qf 3pain as far as. Arabia, as 
^n^y \?^ fepn, ffy? ^^ A*?^^^?*' ^X ^^^ mc{T)oir$. he has 
left of that voyage in writing. Cornelius Nepos * 
jiecj^rgs, lip |ia4 fce^x a Captain of a ihip, who flying 
frona tl^p Jjqger of l^jagi^athyrus, wc^it frqm the Kcd 
Sp^ to Spaii^, And long before this, ev^n C«lius 
,/\ntip^^r, afii,rrnccj, that he had known a Spanifb 
fpfit^hs^t wbq traded by fea to i^thiopia. 

^pyrEVBii this he, — )the Cape, fo terrible to marj- 
liers fpf its tempeftypus {^2u is ^ v^ft rpoun^^in, — 
fituated fujteen leagues from nericc ; \i gives its n^me 

to this town, notwithftanding fo far off, It tcr- 

aimates the moft fouthcro part pf Africa, In tfea- 
Pffh i^ \^ ^k^ ^P9n as ^ point, beyond which, 
flav^l cagtjires ^r^ lawful paany ippnths after the 
jKirinqe§ $s^vc been at' peace \n Europe. 

. Pja<2e has frequently been fcen here on the right^ 
mid war on the left hand between flags of the lame 
iiatioas > but it has been more often feen, th^t they 
haY(^ maii|t^iiied a good un<Jerftandir)g in thefe roads, 
srhen 4i(cojr4 bas reigned in every pl^e elfe tHrough- 

• Neco, King ofB^ypx, fcnt out fomc Phcenicians ih'ps with 
orders to go down the Red-^ca, and having gone round thf*rc^ 
to ihe north-^fea-^^to letum home t '.roagh the Pillars of Hercales« 
fr-Thcy lauded in A-rica, fowed corn, waited the hafveft. and 
chjcn a^ain embpked.-rthcy did the like the year fo lowing, ar4 
in the courfe of the third year landed in F^pt» having paflVci, af 
dire^ed, between t; e Herculean columns, »nid through the Medt« 
firranean ft;a. •-— *- Herodotas, from whom this account is ta- 
^en^ fay St ** Op fhcir reiiirn they related, what, if others giv^ 
*• cce^^it to, I coQifefs I panoot, uz. thar^ in their way round 
*• Africa, (hf fun was on t eV rig'nt-h/«nd." T> Sif HEfOO, 
.4. boi^k, fiir thfscceunt tf this eKpidiiian^ and cf tMythtr undir taken 
ij ct^mandc/Xi^xei, 
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cut the two hcmifphcres. I could not but behold 
with admiration, this happy ihore^ which war hai 
fitvct yet made defolate ; and which i$ inhabited by 
a people, ufeful to the whok wbrld, from the re^ 
fources of its oeconomy, and the extent of its com- 
merce. The difpofitions of men are not entirely de- 
pendent upon the climate they live in ; nor is this 
wife and peaceable nation indebted for their man- 
ners to the foil of their country. Piracy, and civil 
wars agitate the Regencies of Algiers, Morocco, and 
Tripoli •, but at the other extremity of Africa, the 
Dutch have eftablifhed a iettlement bleflCed with agril 
culture and concord. 

I BEGUILED my walk by thefe pkafrng rcfleftions, 
fb rarely to be made in any other part of the world ; 
but the heat of the fun obliged me to feek for a Ihel-* 
ter. There is none but at the entrance of the ravim 
Here I found my companions repofing by the fide of 
a fpring. As they began to grow tired, they deter- 
mined upon returning. It was high noon. — -'We de* 
fcended, fome by fitting down and fufFcring them- 
felves to Aide, — others, upon their hands and knees^ 
The rocks and fand gave way when wetroduport 
them. The fun was nearly vertical, and the rays 
^efledted from the collateral rocks, made the hea; 
almoft infupportable. We frequently quitted the 
path, and fled to the fhade of fome point of the rock 
to take breath. My knees failed -, and I had a vio^ 
lent thirft upon me : towards the evening we ar- 
rived at the town. Madame Nedling expedled us^ 
and had prepared refrelhments againft our return. 
"We had lemonade, with nutmeg and wine in it* 
Of this we drank without danger, and went to bed^ 
No excurfion had ever proved fo entertainring t^ 
me, nor was reft ever before fo welcome^ 

Cape 'OF Good-Hope, Fii. 6, 1771. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXIL 



Qualities of the AIR and SOIL of the Cape or 

Good-Hope. 



PLANTS, INSECTS, and ANIMALS. 



TH E air of jhe Cape is very healthy. It is rc- 
fldhed by the fouth-eaft winds, which are fo 
cold, eyep in th^ midft of fummer, that cloth is worn 
here' all the year round. Its latitude is, notwith- 
standing thirtV-three degrees fouth. But I am per- 
fuaded that me fouth pole is much colder than the 
fiorth. 

There >rc but few Hfyv^prn incident to the peo- 
ple of the Cape. The fcuryy is foon cured, altho* 
there are no lea turtles. Bi^t the fmall-pox.onthe 
other hand, makes moft ci:eadful ravages, — pfiany 
of the inhabitants are deeply fcarrpd with it^ It is 
reported to have been introduced here by a fhip 
from Denmark. Mod of the Hotento^ who caught 
.it, died. Since which time^ they a^ reduced to a 
very fmall number, and they feldom come down 
to the town. 

' The foil of the Cape is a fandy gravel, mingled 
^ with a white earth. I don't know whether prcci- 
'^us minerals are a part of its produdtions. The 
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Dutch formerly had gold mines at Lsgoa, in the 
ftreights of Mofambique, and had alio a lettlemcnt 
there, but were forced to abandoq it, on acf ount of 
the badnefe. of the air *il '- l 

I HAVE feen at the houfe of the Fort-Major, a ful- 
phureous earth,' in which were pieces of wood, re^ 
duced to a cinder -, alfo true aypjutify and black cub^ 
vf ail fk(^ united i^ib \imt by atoalgkrtOitbn, 'wit^ 
out having loft their fli^pe. ^ llicfe lall are bciievpd 
to be iron ore. 

I.&A5V Abrtrt^pfeculiAt-rci.^ tbum^.imt the free 
of gold, and tree of filver, the wood of which is on- 
ly fit to burn» The former differs from the latter in 
Bodiing hcrt tike 'coioiir of its feaf, whicK Is ^dto^* 
There are faid to be forefts of tirefe ijrttfrTn haid ; but 
in this part^ -xht greund is co^ieted Witharariefcf xsf 
•fldwermg, and othdr ftituhs. This canfii'ms toy opi- 
>nion^ thit liiey flotiriih wily in u temperate ^r, their 
xalrce-bekigformedto imbsbe not»ot:e thaii amoderaios 
heat. 

Afdomi the pJinfts '"whicfh fcfcxfed' moft worthy of 
'^notice, eoDdufive of tkofe -abifeaifly mentibn^d, . ^are, yi 

ted flower^ Swhich refetrfbles u tirfted butterfer, yridi 
4cgi, fQor wings, and a. tail. »A ipts^s pi iiyarcintfc, 

with a loaig ftaik, all tjic'ftdwers cafwhkhkre formed 
•^t.tlic t6p, iike the buds of <he it^erid/ : ^iaofthcr 

btilbouEs ^do^c^or, :gr6irhi^ in the ^arikes i^ it is likeca 
iapge«edNKiiip, in tiie dtrnttr of Miichiis^a nidbtitude 

nof^^^fiowcn* 

I ...» • . 

A SHRUB, ijvhofe flower refembks a large artichoak, 
rof a flefh- colour. Another -cama>c«i'l|hrUb^ oif «wihich 
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they make beautiful hedges i It bears tlufters qf 
piUon^feous jlowers of a r<>ie-cok>ur« They are luc^ 
tp^ded by leguminous grains^ 

I BR.OU0HT fome of them to plant in France, which 
ftood the )vimer in 1771, wd v^g^Ut^d in t^eKiftg** 
garden in ^772. r^ 

Among the infers I have feen here, is a beautiful 
red grafshopper, fpeckkd with black % fome very 
fine butterflies, iuid another v^ry Angular infeft •,— 
*tis a little brown fcarabapus, and runs very tail ^ 
irhen attempted tq be taken, it emit$ with ngife a 
wind, foUoV^ed by a little fmoak ; if the finger is 
touched by this Vapour, a brown ilain enfi^s, which 
Jafts fome days. He repeats this operation xpany 
times fucc^fllyely. The inhabitants c^l i; ;hc can * 
Bonier, . . 

Thb Hutnming-9ird is not; yncpmqion here. \ 
&w one of the fize oif a walnut, of a chang^ble green 
colour on the belly. It h^ a^ collar of red fe^ers^ 
which (hone upon his flomach like rubies \ its wtngfii 
were brown,, like a fparrow's, and app^are^ upon 
his b^ntifpl plumage like a f\jrtout. His beak wasi 
black, of ^ gjopd length, and being curved, was of a 
proper ft^ape tp fcek for honey in the bqfoin of flow- 
ers. It h^ a long and taper tongue. It lived feve- 
ral days, I faw it eat flies, and drink fugared water, 
^ut as it was ateerfipting J^ bathe in the cvip fet for 
^t purpofe, its feather^ adhered together, and the 
fame night th? mufqyjitQs devoured it, 

I HAVE -feen fome birds of the colour of fire, with 
a belly and h€ad like black velvet -, they become 
Ijtrown' in the winter. Some of them change colour 
thrice a year. There is aMb a bird of Par^dif?, but 

P 4 no^ 
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not fo tieautiful as th6fd I faw in Afia. I did noc 
fee orie^ rf thefe alive. The Gara*mef^% Friend^ and a 
kind of Tarins are frequently found in gardens^ L 
wilhed to have talcen a Gard^mr^s Frie-id to Europe,— 
k wduld have been of great' fervice there.- > I oblcrved 
k to be conftantly employed in catching caterpillars,* 

and hooking theni upon the thorns on' the bulhe&i \ 

^ ..... 

' Here are eagles, and another bird very near of 
the fame fpecies. It is called the Secretary:, having 
rouml Its neck ai row of long quills, fit fort writing: 
with: It has this particularity, that itcannbt ftand 
tipright on its legs, which are long, and covered witliJ 
feales^ ' It lives upon ferpcnts only, * The length o0 
its claws rendiers it very caipaWe of feizing them, and 
this ruff^of feathers round its neck, -protefts it fr<xrt 
their fertes. •'^phis bird alfo ought tp be naturalized 
amongft vs. The oftrich isyery common- here v 
Ijhey ofll^red me young ones at a crown each. I have 
eaten of tficir eggs^ wWeh are far inferior to thofe of 
pullets.* The Cafcar is -found here^ ^ and is covered 
wrth'icoaffe hair inftead 6f feathers. There- is a pro4 
^igious nuiTiber of fea birds, of the names and na-' 
tiitcs .of which, I am entirely ignorant.. - The egg^ 
laid by, ppnguins are thought much of, but t 
di2' fiot' think them «ctra6rdinary. They have thiai 
lingular quality,' that the white being bpiled^ coa-i' 
tinues always ?ranfparertt. 



I * - ». 



TntJea abounds in filh, which I thought better 
than ^^ that of the Iflandl^, but inferior to' that t^ 
Europe* We -find on- the ihqre fome ihells,.th& 
p^per-nay tilus, the mecjufa's-head, fomc iepas^ . and 
i^ery bea\ttifut litbophytes,: which .when arranged up- 
err papery reprefi^nt trees„browriy faiFron, and ^pur-- 
pie./* They are fold to travellers. J faw a fifti here, 
df the* lize a Ad -Ihape of the Wade oi a flemifh knife* 
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|t was filvered over ai)d mapki^ naturally 00 each 
(ide with the impreifion of two fijng^r$ \ here are fea* 
calves^ whales, fea-cow$, cod, and a gre^t variety of 
other common iiih, of which 1 fhall not fpeak, my 
obfervations having been but few, and my know^edgf 
pf ichthyology, but flight.- 

• • I. 

There is very comfifion here, a fpecif s of moun-. 
tain turtle, with yellow fhells, m^ked with . black \ 
tthey znt .fit for no ufe whatever. There are porcur 
pines, and marmots, which differ from ours in form % 
flags and deer are in plenty, as alfo wild affes, zebras, 
&c. An Englifh engineer, fome years ago killed 
{lere a giraffe, or camdeppard, an animal Qxteea 
feet hi^, that browzes on the leaves of trees.. 

The bavian^ is a large monkey, made like a bear. 
Xhe Aatufc of the monkey ieems to have an analogy 
with that of every clafs of animals. I remember to 
have feen a fapajou, which had the head' and mane of 
^'lion. Thiit cl* Madagafcar, called maki,:refembles 
a leveret, and the orang-outang is like a man. 

Every day fhewed me fome animals unknown in 
Eutope,-i— they fecm to liavc taken refuge in thofe 
parts of the globe le^ frequented by men, whofe 
neighbourhood is always - fatal to them« The fam« 
may be »faid of the plants, the fpecies of which arc 
the moft various; the-lefe cultivated the ground. M» 
de Tolbac informed me, that he had fent to Monfieur 
Linnasus of Sweden, fomd plants from the Cape, {o 
different from plants 'known in Europe, that this 
great Naturalift wrote to him 1 ^* Ton bave conferred 
,'• upon me the gutUtjt fkafure \ tut you have threwu 
♦* mjf whole Jyf tern into dif order.** • 

Th8 
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^ 'T^' horfei trf" the Ck]^ arie good, And the &fle$ 
jbeftutiAi}. 'The O^en have a krge fweHing or cxcre- 
ft^tict on their Wjcks, fontied 4Df fat, and fome fmall 
^flels ihtei^rfed. At firft fight, this excrefcenc^ 
fttffis tnonftiww ; but o^ xttscf loon perceive that it 
is a rcfervoir, with which nature, for its fupport, haa 
fVirnifhed this animal, deftined to live in the fcorch-^ 
rkg plaJtts of Africa. Ih the dry fe^fon, the bcaft 
grows thin, and the fwelUng diminiflies •, l?ut reto* 
Vtt$ itfeffi and the •^rch is recrmttd with iupplie$ 
tA^n it ifeeds 6n green harbs. Other animals under 
tMs climate, hare the fame advantages. The camel 
has a bunch, the dromedary has two, in the form of 
*4addle, T|ic (Heep has a Wge tail, madeen c^u* 
chon, or pdaJc*,--%Kich is'bu.taiumt) of fuet^ ot fe* 

vcral poupds weight. 

• , • - , * » •' .... 

T»tv hav«^«^bght€b(^3pi hefe lo ri^fi i\n\<ifi with 
fhe carts they are harneH^d to. 

. Bfiar aisd m\|ttonai3e ib Bkntiful, that the ^ad^ 
and feet are throirn away ; wnich draws the wolyes oS 
a night into the very town. I freqiicntly hear them 
howling iia the environs^ ^ Pfiny ©oferyes, diat the 
Eo3ik>pca0 lions, fctend laiRomtnia, are more adive 
and ftrofiger .than thai^ of Afric, an^ the wolves of 
Afcic&'aiid Egyjft^ hh aiMs, ^i^ but fmall, and not; 
ircry ibwig». In faft, ifce iwAve^ of the Q^e at^^ 
cduch hb dangerous thaa ours^ > I might add, that 
this fuperiority extends even, tor the men of our con- 
dynent. ^t iutye moite fpivk and courage tha^j^ the 
A{iatica.apd.N€groos *,. but methinks it would be a 
coiiunendation rtiore worthy of us, could it be (aid^ 
mc furpaffisd' them ia juftice, .benevolence, and the 
other focial virtues. 

Th« 
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' ^Ai tiger is more dangexoiks thim the wolf; he il| 
punning as a cat, but wants courage. Tbf ^^osp aUr 
tack him fearlefsly. 

. It is not the fame iii^ith the liom^^As fooft 9S thO^ 
ht2^ hfk% roar, tbrrpr fd^es thism* If thcjr lee hini^ 
thev fbmd, but will not approagii haq^ The huQH 
^o-^ flicioc him with guns of a large boBC *^ I have 

handkd 

^ Q«r i)ilbof nbt kfltin^ inti|i^9Aed tlie ekphant^-- which h 
commonly tound an^d frequently hpttttd ac the Cape»^-I will in* 
iferc an abftridl from the Abbe de'iaCaitle, which I hope wi^ ^;it 
pleafmg to the reader.—** The hunter3 always fcek for the^le* 
f* i^h^nt i« x\ft utt^htouriraod ^isf t^f^H-^wA j|fct»ck iitm in the 

'** foUb«^ing fi>aAD«r : Th'r«e.«avalitrs well aiot|lice4 40 ant t«^ 
** ^her-— cwo of them remdio at a proper diitance m the plaifi^ end 
f« the third Vsfirs i\^t £Omin^ of the Vail to qbeAch hh thifft at 
f * the river,'^7<>f which the third cavalier gives notiqe by a fignal 

^ to his tconrpaaibhSy-^aimi then •ptftfei lilfli wMi 1 llb-oke of a 
** launca, ^hile drin)c}fiff»-»-*<>TlieaQ»{nal» enraged at th« wo<^a4» 
f* purfiTcs the cavalier, who rtti^ies to the plain. One of his 

*f* compani6V»s haHehs to hh aid, afod iitfacking the elephant, 
** woui>ds him i fecond ti>meb The be»ft f>rg«tti«g his firft aQaiiU 
** ant^ jpuriues the laft.-^Tlie third cavalie)* then advances^ and 
f * woiunds him alfp.— > The creatifre now difregaids the fecond, 
*f in lijce manner as he did the firft'^and follows the third, |ipoa 
f ' Whtrm tfc feehis defftons of wreakfog his fury ■ 4ti the Hieite 
^< tirhe ht IMes blood very ^%% and not «4»e4iefs fbrthe tioleiiof ef 

•** hie ragty-^aiid he jforadtimes dies exhanfted bdbre ^ts £rft en<- 
*' my returns to the charge— this, however, is not ufy ally the 
** cafe> and he is -then again attacked by the firft man^ and4b oq 

*** by the fecond 9^ii thiW — tjll he expires.** — -I have hefc de« 
icrjbed the chafe only of the elephant^— The inhabitants have ma- 
ny ways of taking him alive,— ^fbmetimes by a female put in a 

.park, ftupced in ror the purpofe, and ibmeckpesia toils, of whk£ 
ihcrarc various kinds. • ► 

The Abb^ thvn relates a ttni^ica] evem «v%i6h h^pfined while 
lie %as at the Gape l;^i^^^ Three brothers, who had bc^n ]«ng 
iifed*to'thS$ eweri<ift, wei« about ^ i^eiurn 4o Holland, but deter* 
'inif»«d to add one tiiore to their iDtfnytriinttfpiiK«>^The drfl bro* 
fher "^piercfcd the beaft ««<( <f leaped ;^h« feeohd^wbondedhia, 
bttt In il/ing» M« iK^fes fo#e»fea€ fat«k iiiN> a lnOl«*.lMli->-Hiikd 
could not recover before the elephant came up.«-«i*Tiie Yarioit 

bsaft 

• • • 
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handled one of them, but few^ except peafants of th^ 
country can ufe them. 

Lions art not found within fixty leagues of the 
Cape ^ thi& animal inhabits the forefts within land ; 
Jn& roaring, at a diftance, founds like the grumblii^ 
cf' difiant thmder* He feldom attacks, man, — he 
neither feeks, nor avoids him ; but if wounded by a 
-Jiunter, he will feleft thar man among all the rcft:^ 
and fpring upon him with an implacable fury. The 
Company allow privileges and rewards for the encbu-* 
wgemeht of lion hunting. * 

♦ 
I WAS told the following circumftance by the Go- 

Tcrnor, M. Berg, the Fort-major, and the principal 

inhabitants^ who vouched the truth of it : 

At about fixty leagues from the Gape, in the un- 

* cultivated lands^ there is found a prodigious (juantity 
of fmali Cabhis, (goats). I faw fomc of them in 
the Company's menageries ^ they have twoimall 
born^ on their heads ; their hair is fallow coloured 

• fpotted with white* Thefe creatures feed in fuch vaft 
' numbers, that thofe who go firft in the route they 
take» devour all ^e pailure, and become very, fat, 
•inibmuchthat their followers^ finding no food^ grow 

leafl feizeJ the cavalier with his trunk, tdre htm froni* his horfe^ 
'^and whirkd him upon the ground,—- he then took up the horfe alio 
'wkh bis trunk, and threw him ftveral yards into theair,^ this 

done» he returned to the poor man, who lay unable to rife from 
'the cartK» and' having again feized him, caft hint with all his 

Bughcinto the air and held out his teeth to catch him as he canle 
^^own^— the anhappy wretch filling from a prodigioiis height, 
. vpo» one of the teeth, it pierced' htm^ throofh the body ajad he 
i tiy thei e impaled . The fa vage beailb ^^er fifted in holding him for 
,|bme time in this condition^ and ieeoied to exult over hjja, by 
, advancing him towards his oompainionB» who though tbejf^&w his 

4bftref$» and heard the agonizing erica he itfter<d» weic tnpble t» 

very 
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Very }ean. Thus they continue their march in vaff 
herds, until flopped by fome chain of mountains ; 
they then turn back^ and thofe in the rear, finding 
in their turn frcfh herbage, recover their good plight, 
while thofe who were leaders before, lok their flefh^ 
and become lean* Attempts hare been made to form 
them into herds, but they cannot be tamed fuffici- 
.icntly for that purpofe. Thefe innumerable armies 
are conflantly foUo^sred by troops of lions and tigers, 
as if nature in creating the former, had decreed a 
certain fubiiftance to the latter. It is fcarcely to be 
doubted, from what was declared to me by the abov^ 
men, that there are lions innumerable in the interior 
parts of Africa : the account of the Hollanders tal^ 
lies with hiftory in this refpeft. Polybius fays, that 
being in Africa with Scipio, he faw feveral lions pla^ 
"Ced on crofles, to deter others from approaching the 
villages. Pompey, according to Pliny, did at one 
time turn fix hundred lions into the amphitheatre, 
among which thejne were three hundred aiid fifteen 
malest There feeme.to be a phyfical caufe in the 
natural fyftem for Africa's, being the practical reli- 
dence of the brute creation. It is to be prefumed, 
that want of water has prevented the iiicneafe at'tkc^ 
human fpecies,and their forming themfelves into great 
nations here, as they have done in Afia, Vaft in ex- 
tent as this coaft is, the rivers are but few, and thefc 
fmall. The animals of Africa can feed . a long tinae 
without water. I have obferved on board of Ihips, 
that the African fheep drink but once a week, altlu/ 
their provender is dried herbs. 

J 

Tjiii Dutch have eflablilhments for 300 leagues 
aiohg the coaft, and for 150 upon the flrraits of Mo- 
zambique i they have fcarce any at above 50 leagues 
within land/ It is pretended that this colony can put * 
under arms four or five thoufand white men, but k 
-' ' .. would 



\ 
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woyld be di$cuU to get the^n (ogethen Their nimu 
l>crs wpyld bl; very fooft iijcre^ifcd, if tl^e free espercift 
pf religio^i were perirtittqd. Holland pejhapft^ ^J)p^ 
its own account, fca^s the ^aggrandizing of thi^ colp* 
ny^ preferable in ^very refpcft to the another fiQuntxy^ 
The air is pure aqd ii^mperate 5 all manner of proyir 
(ions aboupd ; a quintal of corn cofts there 1^0 mor? 
^han one hundred fous, ten pounds of muttqn 4j)<i 
twelve fous, A legre of wine, . containing two hc^fr 
heads and a half, for one hundred aod fifty livres *. 
They ?3^ad confiderable duties upon thefe ;urtijd(q^ 
when fold to ftraiigers ^ but aa }{ikabi^^( Ipiuy^ ^( ^ 
much cheaper r^te. 

pTHEi}. article^ of the tra^ie of this Cpyntryt af^ 
the flcins of .Ihecp, p?cen, fp4^alvcs, «i(l jigws j 
aloes, fait provifipns, bijtfer, dry fnjit?* mA ^U fo^^ 
of ratable? %. . They have tri«J in yaiJA tg gf pw cpf- 
fee and fugar, the yeggf alpjej of Afi? wiU PPt t^^yf 
here. Tlie chefqut-tre?^ grow?, very fgft, but heiprg 
very foft, is 1^^ fit fpr ib^i^d^^|g^-. Firs 4p pot tferiv% 

* Abqu( Sk Pqunds Te»,Shil!ings ftetling. 

■ 

} In i<^7i» ikt Dutch Ea(l«rndit fliips hoxnewarcl bofifrd» i)e^g 
jit tliflf Cftpe ftpd P/tf fxeigted* tc»k on board in bixJk. ibmc com** 
Xihe produoe of the cpuntrv^ and bromght it to HoII^n4. Tl^ 
wheat is a ^eaatiful berry, ttiin (kinned^ white, quite dry, an^ 
de^n, and in weight exceeds the beil Briglilh or 2ea)a,nd, as 149 
^ I ^^..-.^Tbe ryt is fiipcpior r© tny <5 NortheHi growtJi, 
>Iy in^Qim^iiin ^f 49 propor^QOi^I weigJit, is 1^91 ip^c(ttra.tc» 49 
4hat of the whc^t ; but it was foljl at ten or tw^clve oer cci)^ si^Vf 

the beft rye of Praffia.*-^ The barley is thin, and much inienoi' 

to our Norfolk. 'Tis more like the Zealand barley -^—- The 

Dutch incline to cultivate this new branch of trade, which pro- 
/njfes much ber^fic.r-They fell it in ffsaH |ora at p^blie auction « 
In I774» the wheat fDl4 at t>vo hundred and thirty guilcJerSf f Mt|» 
IS 'about iixty-four (hillings a quarter, Winchelter — - — The 
4ieat of the climate at the (Jape fo t>iFt£iuaUy dries liie giain, thuc 
it may be btought in bulk, though the voyage h fo long aooc. 
without appi»h|949Qqf4iin^cr#Ojii if sc/t^Vf^ii^^^ f. . 

The 
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The pine riies to a moderate height. This counay 
might from its Situation, have been the mart for the 
commerce of Alia ; but the north of Europe mono* 
polizes all maritime affairs. The harbour ii by no 
means fafe, and the entrance of it always dangerous. 
I have feen at this feafon, which is the fineft of the 
year, many veflels forced to hoiil fail and go to fea. 
After all, the people ihould be thankful to Provi* 
dence, for having given them every requifite, to fup* 
ply the real wants of Europeans, without having ad* 
dcd thofe thinga that ferve only to gratify their 
paflibns. 



* 

Cap of Good-Ucft^ F*h. io» 1771. 



LET- 
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SLAVES, HOTTENTOTS, HOI LANDERS;, 



f : • 



• 11. 



THE plenty of this country difufscs itfelf even 
amongthe flaves. They have bread and greens 
at difcretion. A fheep is allowed weekly for two ne- 
groes. They do not work on Sundays. They lay 
upon beds with matrafles and coverlids. Both meti 
and women are clad with warm clothes; I fpeak oil 
this fubjedt from experience, having been told by 
feveral blacks that their French mafters had fold 
them to the Dutch by way of |)Urfifhilig them, but; 
that in faft, they had thereby done them a fervice. 
A flave coils as much again here as in the Ifle of 
France. Man is therefore doubly valuable in this 
place. The (ituation of thefe negroes would be pre- 
ferable to that of the peafants of Europe, if there 
were any compenfation for the lofs bf liberty. 

The good treatment they meet with, has a great 
influence upon their behaviour 5 their zeal,' aftivity, 
and fidelityy are amazingly great. Yet thefe are the 
very fame i (landers of Madagafcar, who are fo inatten- 
tive to their mailer when in our colonies; 

The Dutch bring flaves from Batavia alfo. They 
arc Malays a nation of Afia, very populous \ but lit- 
tle known in Europe. Their language and cuftoms 
are- pcci^var to themfelves. They are more ugly 

than 
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than negroes, and refemble them in feature. Their 
ftature is lower, their colour d^ur noin cendre^ * their 
hair long, but thin. Thefe Malays are fubjedt to 
the moft violent paffions. 

The Hottentots are the natural inhabitants of the 
place, they are free — They are not robbers — they do 
not fell their children, nor do they attempt to enflave 
each other. Among them adultefy is punifhed with 
death — the culprit is ftoned. Some of them let them- 
fclves as houlhold fervants for a piaftre a year, and 
fcrve the inhabitants with fo much affedlion as to ha- 
zard their lives for them. They are conftantly armed 
with a demi-lance or dart. 

The g6vefnment at the Cape feem to make a point 
t>f protecting the Hottentots. When they lodge a 
complaint againft an European, they are favourably 
heard : it being prefumed that the party known to 
have the feweft defires and feweft wants is the moft 
likely to be in the right. 

I have feen many bf them come ifito the town, 
driving waggons drawn by eight pairs of oxen. They 
have whips of a great length which they ufe with both 
hands. The driver, from his feat, flogs with equal 
addrefs the fore or wheel horfes. 

The Hottentots are a paftoral people, and are all 
upon a footing i but in each village, they chufe from. 

* I do not know how to tranflate thefe words, unlefs by thofe 
made ufe of by a younfr Midfhipman, who wa? caft away with 
Captidn Barton in the Litchfield daring the lad war. In defcribing 
the complexion of the Emperor of Morocco ; the young failor 
obferves, that they do his Imperial Majefty's conplexion manifed 
injudice, who fay thathe is a oegroe, for that he is only of a dark 
chefnut complexion, ?*• 

Q^ among 
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«noDg thcoafelves, two naen to whrni they give thiT 
title OT Captain or Coipar;^!, thdfe m^^iitage ^their .com- 
meoci^l hufinefs with the company. They fcil ^ their 
flocks very cheap^ — fo che^p evea^ fi» .three orious 
iheep for a roll of tobaeco. Although they have 
^uch numbers of qattk, thegr gen^r^Uy wait tjJl th«y 
die by accident Qr-»old ^e i>efore th^ .eatthem. 

Those whom I faw had ^ iheep-»fkin over their 
fhouiders, with a cap ^nd belt of the fame liuff. They 
flx^^ed ine how they Jby tp reilb, which was naked 
at their length aipon 4:he gxx)und, and their cloak 
ferviiig to cover tlv^ 

They are not fo black as the negroes — like them 
jhovever they have a flat-^ofc, wide mouth and thick 
lips^ Their hair is fhorter and more curlyi^ likp 
;woq1*. I have obferyed a fomething very particular 
in their ^ech,—r every word is preceded by a clack 
xjf the tongu^ the xeafon witi^oitt doubt of their 
being called the Choccoquas ; which. Jaame thqjr' 
have in fome old maps by Monfieur de L'lfle^ 
One would xeally thu^k they . continually repeated 
choccoq. 

As to the apron of the Hottentot women^ 'tis a 
ftory which every body affirmed to be falfe ^ 'tis 
drawn from Kolben's voyage, which is full of fuch 
ridiculous fable;^. 

• Many tiiftrcnt accotmts are given nf the :ftatQre of the Hot- 
tentots — Our author isiilent on thisfubj?£l — The A. dela Caille 
fays h^ meafurei) one, wi^o was ig^et 7 incliesf bigh^ and corpu- 
lent in pyoportion-«-thi8inan came int(^ the town with rnasy otliers« 
and doee liot appear to have been felff^ed for his exta-aordinary 
Mature— W;^ may therefore fuppofe t^iefe people to %e in general 
larger thaii Enropeana. ^ad he keen re<mark2(blefoi> his iite, the 
Abbe would doiibflcfi l^ave^pipkea of him aceor^iiigly. 7.%^ 
Th French foot 1/ to that of England at lO&o /»4<>^ 

Pliny's 
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Pllny'3 remark is mone to be depended on, that 
animals are lefs fagacious^ in proportion as their blood 
is thicker. The ftrongeU: animals by his account 
have the thickcft bloody and the more cunning the 
thinneft* I have myfeif remarked that on bleeding 
a Ncgroc, his blood curdled very quickly. To this 
caufe I fhould readily attribute the fuperiority of 
white people over the blacks. 

BisiDEs their flaves, and the Hottentots, the 
Dut^h retain indented fervants. They are Europe- 
>n&, to whom the Company advance money, and 
Whom the inhabitants take home with them, having 
firft paid the government their dilburfements. 

They are chiefly employd to fuperintend houihold 
matters. They are diligent enough at firft, but good 
living makes them idle. 

The peopk at the Cape do not game, nor do they 
vifit much. The women look after their fervants 
and houfes, the furniture of which is always in the 
niceft order. The huftand manages the bufxnefs 
iabroad. In the evening the family affembles, they 
walk, and take the air as loon as the breeze is at an 
end. The fame bufuaefs and the fame pleafures arc 
repeated each day. 

The utmoft harmony prevails among relations. 
My hoftefs's brother was a Peafant of the Cape who 
came feventy leagues from hence. This man hardly 
€ver (poke, and was continually fitting and fmoaking 
his pipe* He had a little boy with him of ten years 
old who conftantly ftood by him. The father put 
his hand to his cheek and carefled him without open- 
ing his lips ; the child, as filent as the father preiled 
his gre^t hands in his own, looking up to him with 

Q^ 2 eyes 
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^es expreflivc of the moft filial teiidernefs. ThiS 
little boy wore the country habit, — he had a coufin in 
the houfe of his own age who was very gentcely dref- 
fed ; thefc children uied to walk out together with 
the greateft intimacy. The little citizen did not 
look with -contempt upon the Peafant^ — he was his 
coufiri; 

Madamoifelle Berg, though biit fixteeri years old^ 
manages without afliftance a very refpeftable faniilyA 
She receives ftrangers, — attends to the fervants, — and 
maintains the moft perfeft order in the houfe, and 
with a countenance always at eafe. Her youth,' — 
her beauty — her acconniplifhments, and charader gain 
her the efteem of every body : yet I never obferved 
her pay any regard to the compliments addrefled to Her. 
I told her one day, ftic had a great many friends i 
*'I have one great one," faid flie^— ^that is my father i, 

It was this magiftrates delight tvhen he came homtf 
from bufinefs to feat himfelf among his children* 
They jumped round his neckj — the little ones em- 
oraced his knees •, they appealed to him in their littk 
difputes — while the eldeft daughter, excufing fome 
— approving others — and fmiling upon all, redou- 
bled the joy of the truly parental heart of her fathen 
Methought I faw the Antiope of Idomeneus; 

This people, cohtent with domeftic happinefs^ 
the fure confequence of a virtuous life, do not yet 
feek after it, in romances, or upon the theatre. There 
are no public exhibitions at the Cape, nor are they 
wifhed for. In his own houfe each man views the 
moft pleafing — the moft afFefting of all fpedacles^ 
fervants, happy : — children, well brought up :— and 
wives, faithful and afiedionate. Thefc are the de*^ 
lights which the tales of fidion cannot afford; Thejr 

are 
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• 

arc a penfive fet of people, who chufe rather to feel 
— than to converfe, or to argue. Perhaps tl^e want 
of fubjedt, is the caufe of their t;^citvirnity. J3ut of 
what confequence is the mind*s being vacant, fo the 
heart be full, and actuated by %h^ tender emotions of 
nature, unexcited by artifice, or unconftrained by 
unreafonable decorum and unnatural referve^ 

As foon as the girls of the Cape are in love^ ^hey 
avow it ingenuouUy. They call it a natural fentinfi^nt^j 
a gentle paflion, upon which depends! the felicity of 
their lives^ and copipenfates the pains and danger of 
their becoming mothers j but they themfelves — wiU 
themfelves make choice of the man to whom they 
make their vows of conftancy. 

They make no myftery of their paffion ; — as they 
feel it— fo they exprefs it. Are you beloved? You 
are accepted, entertained, and publickly diftinguiftied, 
j was a witnefs to a parting fcene between Mademoi- 
felle Nedling and her lover. In tears, and with 
fighs Ihe prepared the prefents which were to be the 
pledges of her aflfeftion — ^in which employment (he 
neither fought for witnefles, not did Ihe fnun them. 

Tif IS mutual inclination is generally produftive of 
^ happy marriage. The young men are equally frank 
in their proceedings. They return from Europe to 
fylfil their engagements ; and bring with them the 
merit of the dangers through which they have pafled, 
and of a love unaltered by an abfence from.its obje<5t. 
fllleem and affeftion are united, and maintain or life 
that defire of pleafing which elfewhere fhews itfelf 
piore towards other obje6b, than towards that to 
^hich it is properly due. 

0.3 As 
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As happily as they live here, biefied with fimplici- 
, ty of manners, and a country lb rich and pltntitul^^ 

yet, every thing which comes from Holland is re- 
ceived among them with tranfport. Their houfes ajpe 
papered with vieWs of Amfterdam, of its public' 
places, and environs. They look upon Holland as 
I their country, and even ftrangers in tlicir fervicc {peak- 

' of it in that light only. I aflced a Swede in the com- 

I pany's fervice, how long the fleet would be on its- 

f rerurn tOiHolland— ^'*vvie fliall be at leafl: three months,* 

replied lie, before we get home.'- > 

* Th^y have a liandfome church, wherein divine 
fervkeis performed with great decency. I don't know' 
whether the Dutch think religion an a^ddition to'^'their 
happinefs, but there are men here whofe anceftors have 
fiicrificed every thing that they held- moft dear to- the 
exercife.of it. I fpeak of the French Refugees, At 
fOipe leagues, diftance from 4:he Cape they have a fet- 
tlement^ which is called La Petite Roch^Ue* * -They- 
ere quit^.in iraptures at thefiglit of a Frenchman, they 
Ipringhin) hon>e to their houfes, and prefenthimto their 
wives and children, as a man, happy, in havingfeen 
the country of their forefathers j and in a profpeft of 
returning to it again. France is continually the fub- 
jjCi^ of difcourfe^ they admire it, theypraife it; yet 
00 they complain of it, . as of a mother whofe feveri- 
\y towards them had been too extreme. Thus do- 
they .break in upon their enjoyment of the country- 
they now live in— -by lamentmg their exile from that 
which they have never' feen, ^. . 

. The Magii^r^tes.qf tJie Capeefpeclally the Gover- 
nor are treated with the utmoft deference. His- 
noule IS diltinguiftied onry from others, by the fenti- 
pel at the door, and by the cuftom- of founding a 
trumpet when he fits dOwil to dinner. . This piece of. 
fc " , ' • ' ' ■ •-..--.. * . relpecy 
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fcfped 1$ annexed tolijs place. No other ponnrp attends 
iris perfon,. He goes out wthout retinue, and is eafy 
of acccfs. His houfe ftands by the fide of a canal 
fliaded with chefnut trees planted before his door. ^^. 
it, are the piftures of Ruyter, Van Trump, and fome 
other illiriirious perjfqns of Holland, It is fmall and 
plain, and fuited to the very few pieople who 
have affairs to folicit with him ; bjat the governor 
himfelf is lo- refpeded and bejoyed, that the inhablr 
tants do not even pafs his door without fhewing fome 
mark or other of their refpedt. 

He gives no pubEc entertainmeats, tjut his purfe 
is always open for the fervice of worthy and indigent 
people. They need pay no court to him. If they 
leek for juftice, they obtain it of the council ; — if 
fuccour, this he takes- upon htmfelf, as a duty,— 
jnjuftice only can be Ibjicit^djj, but it conftantly meets 
-^vith the merited fiiccefs. 

irhr has much time upon hi$ hands, which he em^ 
ploys for the prefervation of peace and concord, 
feeing perfuaded of their tendency to the well being, 
of ail focieties. He is not of opinion that the power 
of the chief msagjiftrate depends upon difcord, and 
differ^on among individuals. I have heard him fay 
thaj: the beft policy was. to deal juftly and honeftly 
"^th every man.. He frequently mvites ftrangers to 
hia tahk. Althpugh more tiian eighty years old his 
CQuverfetion is lively ; he is acquainted with moft of 
our worics' of gf nii)s, and is fond of them. Of all 
the Frenchmen he has feen, he chiefly regrets the 
Abbe de la Caille, for whom he built an Obfervatory 
here. He efteemed him for his learning, his modefty, 
his difintereftedhefs, and focial qualities. I know no- 
|hing more of this learned man than by his works j 

^ ^ 0^4 but 
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but in mentioning the refpcft paid by ftrangers to hi& 
memory, I feel a fatisfaftion at finiftiing my account 
of this eftimable body of people with tneir eulogium 
of one of my countrymen** 



LETTER XXIL 



CONTINUATION of my JOURNAL 

to the CAPE: ' 



I^AS invited by Monfieur Serrurier, firft minifter 
6f the church to go to fee the library. The' 
building is handfome and fit for the purpofe. I could- 
not help remarking a number of books of theology,* 
which have never yet occafioned any controverfies,* 
etnd indeed the Dutch never look in them. At the 
end of the company's garden, there is a menagerie 
cop'taining a great number of birds. The pelicans 
that Ifaw upon, the beach on myarriv-al had been 
boarders in this place; but they were driven away- 
becaute they eat the young ducks; In the day time 
they wentinto the road to feek for fifh, and at night 
xxturned to xooft on ihore. ■ • 

• The late Dr. Goldfmith frequently fpoke of this chapter. 
Qs a mafter-piece of .good fenfe, and w^ll direfled attention and, 

ienfibiiity. t. . ; ~ . 

,. . .. ' ' Oh 
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On the loth of February a fignal was made that z, 
French fhip appeared : *twas the Alliance^ that hacf 
been forced from Bourbon by the hurricane. She' 
had loft her niizen maft in the ftorm. She could gi^rc 
Us no tidings of the Indienne. " Having taken in pro- 
vifioris, Ihfe continued her voyage to America with- 
out repairing the lofs of her maft. The Dutch havq 
a number of them in ftore, which they keep buried 
in the fand : but they fell them very dear. A 'new 
mizen maft for the Normande coft 1600 fcrowns. 

On the nth the Diguey a pink of the King's that 
leftthelfleof France a month before, came into the 
Cape to get provifions. * I knew the captain, Mon- 
fieur le Fer. He told me he fhould anchor hei*^ for 
a few days only, and then fteer for the weftwafd.' 
Pefpairingto fee the I ndrenne andmyeffedts any more, 
and thinking this opportunity a favourable one, I 
yefolved to embrace it. ' 



J - 



I acquainted Monfieur Berg, and Mdnfieur Tol-? 
bac, with my determination j both of tTiein again of- 
fered me their purfes. • Supping one evening at the 
governor's and talking of Conftarice'wine, Monfieur 
de Tolbac afked me if T would not carry fome of it 
with me to Europe. - I very naturally anfwercd that 
the diforder in nly finances by the accident that had 
happened, prevented my making a little purchafe of 
it, which 1 meant to have done, as a Prefent for 
ft lady to whom I had^a pl'articular attachrrten. He told 
me he would relieve me from this embarrafihient by 
giving me if I thought proper an alverameof red or 
of white wine, or of both. I anfwered him that one 
would fuffice, and -that I would prefent it in his 
name to the perfon for whom I intended it. ^^No^ 
Jaid he^ Uis to you 1 give //, as a remembrance of me^ 
and all the acknomkdgemeni I ajky iSj that you will 
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vfripe to me when ycu gei to Fran e^ - He fent mc tho 
wine next morning, Monfieur Berg, to whom fha^ 
fieqpently fncationed the civiKties \ had receivecf 
frcMH Monfieur and MademoifeHc Cremon, told me^ 
he: would take, ujjon himfeff the makings my acknow- 
ledgjsments to .t^hsm, and thait He would feud' them as 
froax jQ&e two dbzea of Coni^c^ wine. 

In a.fituation^. where I was ijjw afafohtfc want of every 
thing, I was not a little happy at meeting among 
firamget^y wisfttmoa of Iq obtigingi an4 benevoknt ^ 

• • * • » * 

I agfcied wkfi; the ca^ubvof t^e ^^^^^3 ^^P^T ^^^ 
6ocr litres^ fe^-* ni)^ paflagc to France. Me was. to fail 
m a few days. I was very Gautious oi uiing Mon- 
fieur de .BergV credit. I made up ob€ fiagk fuit. of 
clothes only and a little linen. This, was the whole 
equipage of an officer returning from the Eaft-Indies. 
\ had not onfy loft alt my effeflt^ but found myfclf 
140-Mvres in debt, 

* 

I- had but'jiaft fettkd^ my riflradM- heic, wJwn- the 
AfHtem Game to- a*v anchor at the: Cape. \. fbe came te^ 
tafee in- provifi<«s 5 ftic teft the Iflc o£ France abouit 
tfte middle of Jan^»ary, a»d bnai'ght the fblk)wing 
^z^ifesm of the iniienm^ 

'■ Tms tmfortuRiate vefibi hod. loft: ail. her mafts ii^ 
iKe fton9» ; Andafter haxdngikspt Dhe fea for more than 
a^HMHitb retwmed at- length: to the Iflc. of France iafo 
bod ^ €oiidkionv that fhe . had been {ince. difamied. 
Thefeaslhe flkip|>'dhadfp©iliLpart<nf her caUgo^ and 
ftadfiUei the powder rocwn with w^atatTy infiDbioch that 
ihtt ttuttks. or the paffengcrs were afloat. Monfieur 
Menehcrat^ a good man I knew there, had lookeci 

over 
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over my luggage, and wrote me word, that but little 
idiamage had been done to any things except to the 
things in my cabbin. . ; 



t 



Thet told us of an odd accident that happened oa 
board the IndaamK Anaong the tranfports who were 
fent to the Ifle of France, thejre was one of a^goocl 
family, named ***. He had affaflinated his brother- 
in-law in • France. On the voyage^ he qujM'relkd with 
the fupercargo, ajod when they landed, he ftabbed 
him without ceremony, and broke thi$ blade of his 
fword in his body. He fied to the wooda, but wa« 
found, aad OHiimitted to prifon. He was tried and 
condemned, but while under fentence of death, therci 
was a hole made in the wall of his priibn,, througli 
which he efcaped. 

This event happened two months before my 
departure. . , " 

During th^ tempeft the Indienne was expofcsd to^ 
the mizcnmaft was carried away, and fell iiito the fea^ 
While they were haftily cutting away the rigging,^ 
they faw in the middle of the waves, a failor hanging 
by the round of the floationg nuft. He cried out, 
fave me, fave me, I am ***. It was really this un- 
happy wretch. At the return of the Indienne to the 
Ifle of France, they fufFered him once more to efcape. 
When Monfieur de Tolbac heard this anecdote, he 
only feid, H^ tbafs born to he banged will never be 
drowned. • • 

They had heard nothing of the Alliance^ which 
probably was loft, '■ 

It was very fortunate for me, to receive my cffedt* 
on the eve of my departure, and to be no longer on 

board 
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board the Indienne^ which was likely to be dctaioej^i 
^Mtie time, at the Ifle of France^ 

# 

Xhe Bigue did not. fail till the fecond of March. I 
paid all my expences with bills of exchange upon the 
Treafurer for the Colonies, at fix months,^ by.whiclv. 
Iloffitwenty-two per cent, difcount., 

• 

I TOOK leave of the Governor, and of Monfieur 
Berg,' who gave me feveral natural, curiofities. I. 
Raid i>refented him with fome of mine. Mademoifelle 
Btfg.^ gave me three pcrroquets from. Madai.afcar ;. 
they had grey heads, and were of the fize of fparrows. 
My^^ landlady fumifhed me with friiits^ and weeping, 
walked me, as did her family, a good voyage^ 



It was with concern that I left thefe good pco« 
pie, and their gardens o& Europeajn^ fruitrtrees, which, 
though in the month of march, were loaded with^ 
fruit* I rejoiced in the thoughts, however, of find- 
ing them in bloflbm in> Europe, and of enjoying in 
one year two fumm€!:s and no winter : but what fan 
exceeded the delights of a beautiful country and mild 
feafon, i was about to revifit my jiative country, w4 
tfe friends I left m it. 
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LETTER XXV. 



DEPARTURE FROM THE CAPE. 



Cescriptioi^ of tiie Island of Ascension* 



THE 2d of M^tch at two in the afteWidon, *we 
fet fail in company with fix of the flectfrom 
Batavia. The other fix went fifteen daya before^ 
We went out by the fecond opening of the bay, kav^ 
ing Roben*s Ifland on the left. We foon out- 
iailed the Dutch ftiips. They kept company to the 
latitude of the Azores^ where two ihips of war waited^ 
to convoy them to Holland; 

Mariners reckon the Cape to be ci third part of 
the way from the Ifle of France to Europe : ano- 
ther third they call, to the line : a«d the laft, from 
thence home;, 

EiGrtT days after our departure, while we were fit- 
ting upon deck after dinner, in the mofl: perfeA iie* 
curity, we faw a great flame iflue from the kitchen- 
chimney, which rofe feveral yards above deck. 
Every body ran forward. It was no more than a 
"panic : an awkward cook had thrown fome fat upon 
the hearth. It was mentioned by fome of the offi- 
cers upon this fubjedt, that a tew years ago, in a 
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fliip called the , the fire had catched the mafti 

and that all the rigging forward being oh fire, the 
officers and crew were in diftraftion, and came in a 
tumult to tell the Captdn, -who coming out of the 
cabbin, faid very coolly, " My good friends, this is 
*' nothings only bear away, and put before th^ 
" wind." 

In faft, the flanies driven by the wind, ceafed 
when all the fails were burnt. The man thus en- 
dowed with fang-froid, was Monfieur de Surville, ari 
officer of great merit in the Company's fervice: 

We had the wind S. W. conftantly, and a fine 
fea, till we got to the Ifland of Afcenfion. The 
2Cth ot March we were near its latitude, ( 8 deg. S.) 
but wc had taken it too much Eaftward* We 
were obliged to run down the lortgitude, our inten- 
tion being to anchor there, and catch ibme tuctk."^ 

The 2 2d in the morning wc had fight of ic— - 
This ifland is fecn ten leagues off, although fcarce 
a league and half over* One can diftinguifli a 
pointed hill, called the Green-Mountain. The reft 
of the ifland is formed of finall black asnd red bills, 
and the pieces of rocks near the fe» were quite white 
with the dung of birds. 

The nearer you approach, the more horrid the 
landfcape appears. We coafted along fhore, in or- 
der to anchor in the North-weft. At the foot of 
thefe black hiUs^ we perceived an appearance like 
die ruins of an immenfe city. They were funken 
rocks, which have proceeded from an ancient vol- 
cano ;. they arc fcattered all ov^ the plain, and as 
£ar as the &a, in ftrange ibapes. The fliore hem- 
abouts is compoied of them. Soose ate formed like 

pyramids, 



pyramids, othere likf grottOB, half finlfljcdsaichcs, d* 
^vave5 break agakift whkJi ; .one while cliejr iQaw o^ 
Ver them, and in runnii^ dovm again, x:ar€r cthem 
with -a kind of tabk-cloch of foam ^ foaietiiqes ifind- 
ing .flat pieces raifcd high^ and &I1 of hafcs> xbcf 
beat againft them underneath, and threw up long 
jets deau of various forms. 

Th£S£ black and white ihores iMcre almdd oo^rer- 
cd with £ba-fowl. A number of frigate-birds 4io- 
vered about our rigging, whepe :thcy wene taken 
by the feamen. We anchored in the evening at die 
entrance of the <5reat-£ay, I went into the boat 
'^v^ith die men who were to catch untie. The land- 
ing-place is at the foot of a mafs of rocks, which is 
ieen from the acnchorage at the ^extremity of the bay 
On the Tight^fide* We got out tipon a lat^ &nd, 
which is white, mixed with grains of red, green, and 
other colours, lik« that kind of anifeed called m^iv^ 
^€tU. Some paces from hence we found a little groi^- 
4o, and in it a bottle, in which the (hips who touch 
there put letters. They break the bottle, and hav- 
ing read the letters^ put them into ano^n 

We went forward about fifty paces, taking to the 
left, behind the rock, to a little plain, where the 
ground broke to pieces under our feet, as if it had 
been a covering of fnow. I tailed fome of it ; it w^ 
fait, which I thought very ftrange, there being no 
appearance of the ica's coming fo fan 

They brought up wood, the kettle, and the fall 
of the boat, upon which our men lay down in expec- 
tation of night. 'Tis about eight in the evening on^ 
ly that the turtles come on fhore. The people were 
laying here at their eafe, when one of them jumping 
up I called out in a ^eat fright, « dmd man^ here's 

ad€4id 
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n dead »m»,— The matter was, by a little crofs> 
placed on a fmall hill of fand, we perceived that fotnc 
perfon had been buried there. The man had lain 
down upon this place without thinking ; but not one 
of them would ftay here a moment after this difcoi- 
very ; and we were obliged to comply with their whim^ 
and remove about a hundred yards farther: 

The moon rifing, began to difFufe a light over this 
folitude, which, unlike agreeable views, that are 
rendered more ftriking by the light of *tbc moon, ap- 
peared but the more horrible, and difmal. We were 
at the foot of the black-hill, at the top of which we 
could fee a large crofs, put up, as we fuppofed by 
fome failors who had been there. Before us, the 
plain was covered with rocks, from which rofe an in^- 
finite, number of points about the height of a man.- 

The moon caufed a fparkling on the top of thcfe 
points which were whitened by the dung of the birds 
that had refted there. Thefe white heads upon black 
bodies^ the one of which were upright, the other 
doping, appeared like ghofts wandering over the 
tombs. The moft profound filence reigned in this 
difmal region ; a filence, now and then only interrupted 
and rendered more horrid, by the roaring of the fea 
on the beach, or the cry of a ftray frigate-bird 
frigjited at the fight of men. 

We were at the edge of the bay waiting for tur- 
tles. We lay upon our bellies as ftill as poflibfcy 
this animal flying at the leaft noife. At laft we faw 
three coine out of the water ; they appeared like black 
clouds, creeping along the fand. We ran to the 
firft, but our impatience occafioned our lofing it. 
She went down the clifi^ again, and fwam away.. 
The fecond was advanced farther, and could not 

efcape 
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Hot efcapci but was thrown upon its back. In the 
tourfe of the night, and in the fame valley, we 
turned above fifty^ fome of which weighed above 

5 cwt; 

The ihore was diig itt holes, where they nad 
lain fo many cveri as three hundred eggs, and 
had covered them with farid^ in which they were td 
be hatched by the fun; 

The failors kilM k tttrtlc aiid maae JToiip of it j 
after which^ I laid me down in the grotto, where the 
letters are depofited; that I mieht enjoy the fhelter of 
the rock} the diftarit rioifc of the fea^ arid the foftncft 
of the fand. I ordered a failor to fetch me my wrap- 
ping-gown ; but he dared not go by himfclf paft the 
place^ where the mart had been buried: No beings; 
certainly^ can be at once fo intrepid^ arid fo daftard- 
ly fuperftitious as feamen are. 

I liept irery comfortably; On awakihgi t fotind 

6 fcorpion and fome crabs at the entrance of my 
feave: I &vt no other herbs her^^ than a fpiecies 
of milk-thiftle^ or eelandinei Its juice was milky; 
and very bitter; The herbage, and the animais 
i^^rerc worthy of the country they ^ere in; 

i We!*t up the fide of dne df the hills, tlilc earth 
of which refounded under my feet. It was a per* 
feft cinder^ of a reddifh colotir^ and fait* From 
hence, perhaps, proceeds the little covering of fait 
iipori the fhore, where we fpent the night. A 
booby came and pitched oh the ground a little 
way from me* I prefented the end of my cane 
to him, and he took it in his bill, without atteiiipt- 
ing^ to fly away, 

t^ The$k 
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, These birds will fuflPer a man to take them up in 
his hand, as will every other fpecies unufed to the 
focicty of mankind •, a proof, this, that there is a 
Xort of good-will and confidence, natural to all ani- 
mals towards thofe creatures, which they do not thinfe 
mifchievous *• Birds have no fear of oxeix. 

Ouk failors killed a number of frigate-birds, for the 
iake of a piece of fat that is round their necks. They 
think it fpecific in the gout, becaufe this bird is fo 
iwift : but nature, which has annexed this evil to our 
intemperance, has not placed the remedy for it in our 
cruelty; 

About ten in the morning, the fhallop came to 
fetch the turtles on board. As the fuif ran high, 
fhe anchored at a diftance, and drew them on board 
with a rope; 

• - • _ ^ , J 

This bufinefs efhployed us all day. In the even- 
ing, the turtles that were not worth takings were 
thrown into the fea again. When they have bieen 
long on their backs, their eyes grow red as a cherry^ 
and Hand out of their head. There were many on 
the (hore that had been left by other ihips, to die in 
this fituation, — a negligence that was unpardonable; 

* Poffibly ^ good argufnent laight be deduced frpm tiiis eir« 
cumflance, in refutation of the opinion of Hobbes» tha^ if in a 
fuppofed ftate of nature, an human beings (houM accidental]/' 
meet f«r the iirft time, another of Che fpecies, they would miicu- 
^\y run away* T. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



CONJECTURES upon the Antiquity of the 
Isle of AsfcENSiow, the Isle of France, the Cape 
of Good-Hope, and of Europe. 



w 



HILE oiir failors tvere getting the turtles en 
board, I fat me down in a chafm or cavern of 
the rocks, with which the country is covered : a 
variety of refleftions fuggefted themfelves to my ima- 
gination at the fight of fo horrible a diforder. 

If thefe, thought I, were the ruins of a great city, 
what memoirs fliould we have had of thofe, by whom 
it was built, and by whom it was deftroyed ? In 
Europe there is not a fingle column. 

Wherefore do We, fo well informed in other mat- 
ters, remain in total ignorance of whence we came, and 
where we are? All the learned are agreed as to the origin 
and the duration of Babylon, now defolate and unin- 
habited ; but by no means concur in opinion con- 
cerning the nature and antiquity of the globe, the 
cobntry of all mankind* Some maintain it to have 
been produced by fire, and others, by water •, thefe, 
by the laws of motion j and others by thofe of chryf- 
tallization. The people of the weftern world believe 
it to be fix thoufand years old only, — while thofe of 
the Eaft fay that it is from all eternity, 

R 2 Ix 
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It is probable that one fyftetn only would be a-- 
doptcd, if all the world were like this ifland. Thefe 

Eumicc-ftones, thefe hillocks of cinders^ and thefe 
roken rocks, which have bubbled up a kind of 
metallic drofs, evidently prove it to have been the 
work of a volcano ; — but how many years have e- 
lapfed fince the eruption to which it owes its origin ? 

MxTHiNKS, if this, had happened a very long time 
ago, thefe hills of afhes would have loft their pyra- 
midical form, and have been rendered flat by the 
heavy rains, and the heat of the fun. The angles 
^d out- lines of the rocks would not'befo fharp and 
pointed, — it being one property of the atmofphere to 
deftroy the projefting parts of every Body -, ftatues of 
marble carved by the artifts of ancient Greece, by 
being expofed to the air for a feries of years, no longer 
retain their original form ; but are again reduced to 
mere fhapelefs blocks. 

Might not then a judgment be formed of the an- 
tiquity of a Body by the degree of decay it has fuf. 
fered, in like manner as the antiquity of a medal is 
determined by its ruft ? Is not an old rock as much a 
medal of earth, engraved by time ? 

Moreover, were this ifland very ancient indeed, 
thefe, blocks of ftone upon the furface of the ground, 
would have e*er now been buried in it, from their 
own exceflive weight ; this efFcft of a heavy body, 
though flow, is yet furc. The piles of fliot, and the 
cannon, ranged upon the floor of an arfenal, in the 
courfe of a few years bury themfelves therein. The 
greater part of the monuments of Greece and Italy, 
have funk deeper than their furbafes — and fomc have 
entirely difappeared. 
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If then I could know in bow long a time a Body of 
€1 known form and weighty would be in burying it f elf in 
a foil of a certain known refijiance^ I fliould have an 
hypothefis, whereby I might difcover what I am in 
Jearch of. The calculation would be ealy, were the 
data once known : in the mean time there is great rea- 
ioa to believe this ifland but of a modem date. 

I AM partly of the fame opinion, with refpeft to 
the antiquity of the Ifle of France ; but as its piqued 
mountains are already tabulated on the tops, its rocks 
a third or fourth part only funk in the earth, — and 
itheir angles but a little blunted, I am rather induced 
to believe it fome ages more ancient than the other. 

The Cape of Good-Hope appears to be of far 
greater antiquity. Tiie rocks .broken from the tops 
of the mountains are entirely bUriedin the earth, where 
they are found by digging. The foot of each moun- 
tain has a large and high Talus, formed of the bro- 
ken pieces of the upper parts. Thefe have been fe- 
parated from their original fituation by the continued 
aftion of the atmpfphere upon them ; in confirmatioa 
:Of this. ^onj eft are, they are in far the greateft quan- 
tity in othofe parts where the winds are ufed to blow. 
I particularly noticed this at the table-mountain, the 
part of which, oppofite to the fouth-eaft wind, has a 
much more extenfive Talus, thdn that p^rt ne^ct 
Jthetown., 

■I HAVE aifo remarked upon -the taWe-^notintain^ 
fome ftones ftanding by themfelveSp the fiae c^ a tun 
or large calk, the angles of which^ are Jbbii\tQc^. The 
pieces broken off from them have 4aow ^jo longer the 
iharp edges they feem fprmerly to have had ; and are 
.of no harder confiftenqe gli^ a white and fmoothly 
|>oliftied graveL, like almoads. Thefe ftones are 

R 3 very 
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^ very hard, and in colour and grain, like plates of 
China, that have been much ufed. 

Tm decay of thefe bodies are evidences of their 
great antiquity. In many places the rock is quite bare,' 
nor is the bed of vegetable earth above two inches 
deep any where. It cannot then have been n)an^ 
ages fince vegetables firft grew there, although they 
are now common, < .. . / 

Wp cannot, however, form any judgpient fron^ 
hence, becaiifc the fummit of the mountain being 
neither of fand nor of porous ftone, but of a fort; 
of flint, white, polifhed, and very hard ; the feeda 
of plants brought hither by the winds, may have re-r 
mained a long time before they could be able to 
germinate. 

The v^etative bed is much deeper on the plains, 
but from hence neither, can we decide as to ihc^ 
antiquity of the .foil, — for where this bed: is of a con-, 
fiderable depth, it may have been increafed by the 
floods from the mountains after hard rains, or have, 
been driven or waflied farther ofi\j in parts where it. 
is thin. 

If there were in Europe an high mountain Hand- 
ing by itfelf, with a flat lymmit as that of the Table^ 
aiKl not covered as that is, with a m.atter unfit for 
vegetation, a comparifon might be ifiade between the 
thicknefs of its vegetative bed, and that of any newly 
- formed land alike infulated^ for f xample, .with the 
crvift of earth which covers fome of thofeiflands form- 
ed in the courfe of the lalt century at the inouth of 
the Loire. 
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'Till the contrary is proved by experiment, 1 
will then prefume that Europe is more ancient thar^, 
the Cape of Good-Hope, — becaufe the fummits of 
the mountains are not fo' fteep, — their fides incline 
more gradually, and the angular pieces of thofe rocks 
yet uncovered with earth, are blunted apd round. 

I DO not hereby mean fuch rocks as appear on 
the fides of mountains, which the fea, torrents, or 
the falling of rivers have rendered fteep, nor the 
ftones which the rain has left bare, by waftiing 
away the earth which covered them ; and much 
lefs, thofe flints in the fields, which the plough 
covers one year and uncovers the next : but 
thofe only, which by their weight and fituation, 
are fubjeft to the laws of gravity. I faw none of 
this laft fort in the plains of Ruflla ai\d Poland, 
Finland is payed with rocks, but of a totally difiereqt 
ihape ', 'tis a feries of fmall hiils and yallies of foli4 
rock, and may be called a petrified earth. Never- 
thelefs as fir-trees grow on the tops of thofe hills, it 
ihould feem that they have been a long time in the 

air, which ha3 decompofed them. It appears even 

that in a climate lefs cold than the one I fpeak of^ 
this diflblution would be very confiderably accelera* ' 
ted ; but that the fnow covering the furface for fix 
months in the year, and the ground being hardened 
by the froft, the effeft of their weight is retarded. 

The kind of rocks moft proper for thefe experi- 
ments, is fuch as are found in the neigbourhood of 
Fontaii^bleau. It is a free-ftone, in huge mafles dc-r 
tacked from €;ach other, the edges of all which the 
hand of time has rounded off. Some of them are 
half,*— -fome two thirds buried in the earth, and 
pth9rs lay on the furface in heaps, as if brought thi- 

Jv 4 thcr 
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therforthepurpofeofbuUding* — Thefelaft, are prcH- 
bably the fummits of mountains, wl^ch baye not yet 
entirely difappeared. — ^Each century, has perhaps, 
feen them rather and deeper inunerfed, and twQ 
thoufand years ago, it is not unlikely, .but Unt they 
were as loifty mountains as many at tl^is day. The 
force with which the elements ad, and th^ intf infic 
gravity tends to preferve the globular form of the 
earth. In time, the mountain; of Evirope lyill be far 
lefs fteep than they npw are, — ^in time, the fca will 
have diuolved the rocks by which its bounds are U- 
mited, and upon which it is continually breaking^ 
in like manner as it has already deftroyed tho^ once 
famous ones of Scylla af^d Charibdls. 

Bewildered in thefe reflexions, — I took from my 
pocket a book of ancipnt hiftory, and opened a place 
wherein, fpeaking of fome families of Europe, the 
author hj^i fo greaf is tbfir antt^uity^ that their origin 
Jeems toft in the night of time^ as if their anceftors hacj 
been born before the fun'. In another place, he 
fpeaks; of the people of the North, as the fabricator; 
of human nature, Officina Gentium-^ '' as ^ torrent of 
^' barbarians^ which the >Torth could no longer 
f*" contain." 

I HAVE lived fome time in the North, and have 
travelled through more than eight hundred leagues of 
it, but I dp not recoUedt to have feen there one finglc 
irionument of antiquity. Yet, we fee durable trace? 
of all populous nations every where elfe, and from 
the lowly fteeple in a country village, to tfe pyra- 
mids of Egypt, every land where mankind hay^ in? 
habited, bears teftimony to their induftry. The 
plains of Greece and of Italy are covered with antique 
ruins, why arc thejr not likewife feen in Ruffia zf4 

Poland 



yOTAGE to the Isli of Franci. 2 

JPoland ?— bipcgufe mankind can only increaie accords 
ing to the growth of the fruits of the earth where 
jthey inhabit, — and becaufe the North of Europe lay 
barren and yncultivatcd, while the South was covered 
with haryefts pf corp, vineyards, and olive triees. 
The people of tl>e South, in their abundance, f'aiied 
^tars jto every Good,— Ceres, Pomona, Bacchus, 
Flora, Pales, the Zephyrs, the Nymphs, were Plea^ 
JTures, therefore they were Deities, — The Virgins of- 
fered pigeons to the God of Loye, and garlands to 
the Graces, praying to Lucina to blefs them with 
jgood hufbands, who Ihould he faithful and afFedli* 
pnate. Religion was congenial with nature, and, as 
acknowledgement was in every heart, the earth under 
this aufpicious iky, was covered with altars. They 
rofe in every orchard to the Deity of gardens j to 
Neptune on the fea-lhore, and in every bower to Cu- 
pid : The Nayiads had their grottos,— the Mufes, pori- 
'ticos, — Minerva, peryftiles — An obelifk to Diana, 
appeared in every copfe, and the temple of Venu« 
faifed its cupola over the trees of every foreft. 

But no fooner was an inhabitant driven from this 
delightful climate, to feek a new eftablilhment in 
the North ; no fooner had he, with his unfortunate 
family found himfelf within the frigid zone-r-Hea- 
yens ! what could equal the horror which feized 
him on the approach of winter ! The fun fcarcely 
prefentcd his red and gloomy dilk above the hori- 
zon, the winds roaring through the woods, and 
fplitting the trunks of the fir-tree and the oak,— ^ 
the fountains congealed, and the courfe of rivers 
ftayed by the freezing hand of Winter. Deep 
fnows covering with a fpotlefs robe the meadows, 
woods, and lakes alike. The plants, the flowers, 
jhe fountains, — every thing by which human life 

can 
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can receive comfort, or even fupport — dead. Hb 
can fcarcely breathe, nor dares he touch any 
«bje6t that prefents itfelf to his eyes — for death is 
ni the air, and every thing he fcJis, farnifties him 
•with' new caufe of forfow. When this unhappy crea-. 
tore hears the cries of his helplefs infants, beholds 
•heir tears fire2ing on their livid cheeks, and their 
arms ftretched out to him for the lielp he has not to 
afford them, difcoloured, and perhaps mortifying. — 
How horrible muft be his ideas of tne land he is come 
into — Can he hope for a pofterity from, nature, or to 
jcap harvefts' of grain from fields of adamant. — His 
Irand muft tremble at opening a foil replete with 
ileath to his inhabitants. — Nothing remains but 
for participate his mifery with his flocks : with thenfi 
to brouze on the mofs and bark of tr^es, and conti- 
irue to wander over a land, where a ftate of repofe 
can be purchafed only with life. How then can lie 
think of building ? — A den or cavern dug' in a rock 
» his temporary proteftion from the cold ; and iT 
from the bofom of thefe fnows, a monument of any 
kind fliould arife — what other can it be than a tomb ? 

Ir is probable that the North of Europe was un- 
peopled till the Southern parts were nearly abandon- 
ed. The Greeks, harraffed by tlieir fucceffive ty- 
rants, preferred the fweets of liberty to thofe' of their 
native climate, which they therefore deferted, and 
carried wfth them into Hungary, Bohemia, ^ Po- 
land and'Ruflla, thofe arts by means' of which^ 
man alone, of all animals, carl triumph over the 
elements, and bid defiance to the inclem^encies of 
every climate. From the Morea to Archangel, 
an extent of five hundred leagues, no language is • 
fpbken but the Sclavonic, the words and even 
ktters of which derive from the Greek. 

Tne 
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The Northern nations arc therefore of Greek 
defcent, — they, however, again funk into a ftatc 
of barbarifm ; but are now once more emerging 
from it,' ynder the ipflu^ce pf a* legislature more 
mild than that of former times. Peter the Great, 
has laid the foundation of their modern gran- 
deur, and in our time, they live under the govern- 
fnent of an Emprefs who gives them laws worthy 
Gi Areopagus, '' 
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OBSERVATIONS upon the I SI. AND of 
ASCENSION, DEPARTURE. Arrivai ia 

, FRANCE. 

I WAS totally abforbed in m^ reflcaicms upon this 
ifland — Pleafing objefts are for our enjoyment^ 
.calamitous ones fpr our rcftedioiv The |aappy man 
. rcafons bi^t feldom— the affliiSted nni^ paqditates, and 
in meditation often finds ^ejicf from the evils 
which deprefs it. So true is it that nature hath made 
pleafure the univerfal purfuit of man^ and when hif; 
^cart i$ incap^le of it, Ihe places its feat in his head, 

Ai.THOT^O« the ifland of Afcenlion may be faid to 
be without earth and without i^^ater, it does not occur 
py a place upon the glob^ to no purpofe. The turtle 
has made choice of this coaft tolay its eggs, which it 
does for three months in the year, *Tis a folitary 
animal that flies frequented fliores, A yeflePs an- 
choring here for twenty four hours will drive them 
from the bay for feveral days, and if a gun be fired^ 
they wiU not return in man^ weeks,. Th»e frigate 
and booby are more familiar, being not fo much ex- 
perienced J but thefe, upon fhores that are inhabited^ 
keep upon the very fummit^ of the rock^ and wil^ 
not fuffer themfelves to be approached. This ifland 
is their commonwealth, — the' primitive manners arc 
retained^ and the fpecies multiply ; for no tyrant cajj 

take 
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take up his abode amongft them. Doubtkfs the 
common mother of all beings has ordained that bar-* 
ren rocks and fands fhould oe in the ocean, defolate 
indeed, but protefted by the jarring elements, as a 
refuge and afylum, where the animal world may en- 
joy what even among mankind are deemed her chiefeft 
bleffings, tranquillity and libertj^, 

m 

Fertile and ''pleafant countries are deprived of 
their natural freedom, which this ifland ftill retains. 
Surrounded by theAtlantic it has efcaped that flavery, 
which is the bane and the difgrace of Africa and 
America. It is common to all nations, poffefled by 
none, and is frequented by few but Englilh and 
French ihips which flop in their way from India to 
catch turtle. The Dutch being viftualled at the 
Cape, feldom put in here. 

The air of Afcenfion is pure — I lay two nights 
together on the ground without covering •, X have 
fecn rain fall from the clouds whofc courfe was Hay- 
ed by the fummit of the green mountain, which how- 
ever did not appear to be much higher than Mont- 
martre — This flopping of the clouds is occafioned by 
attradtion, which is always more forcible' at fea thaa 
within land. 

If a failor is ill of the fcurvy while here, they 
cover him with fand, and he quickly finds his 
complaint relieved^ Although I was very well» 
I held my legs for fome time in this dry bath, and 
felt for feveral days after an extraordinary quick cir* 
culation of blood, which I could not account for. 
But I fuppofe that this fand being compofed of cal- 
careous particlies, attrafts to the fkin the humours of 
the body it inclofes; like thofe abforbent ftones 

which 
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which are applied to a fling to extract the venom : \% 
were to be wifticd that fomc able phyfician would 
make experiments in other diforders, of a remedy 
which inftind alone has taught to the fcorbutic failon 

Wb were to pals pne more night afliore — At ten 
in the evening I bathed in a fmali bay, between the 
landing place and the main, furrounded with a iemi- 
circular chain of rocks. At the end of this bay the 
(and is raifed to a height of fifteen feet, and runs 
down to the fea in a flope. There are feyeral rocks 
at the entrance, but they do not rife above the fur- 
face of the water. The fea when much agitated, 
breaks over them with a prodigious noife,— I was 
obliged to gripe fafl by the rocks, as the billows 
beat over my head almofl every minute. 

• • • • ' '* 

The 24th in the morning, the bar was very nigh, 
the ihip hoifled a flag as a fignal for us to come off*. 
It was impoflible for the boat to land at the ufual 
place ; fhe had been taking in a dpzen of turtles that 
had been referved, and was then fwinging by a grap- 
pling iron at half a mufqet fhot from v/here we flood. , 
Some of the ftrongefl among the failors pulled off 
their clothes, and watching the moment of the fur- 
ges leaving the fhore, carried the luggage and pallen- 
gers on board — running as fafl as they could the 
whole way, 

• 

I told the officer who commanded, that 1 thought 
her very fufficiently loaden — twenty perfons were 
on boani her, and as many remained on fhore — 
but being dcfirous of faving the trouble of a fecond 
trip J they continued to go on board. In the mean 
tiipie, a monflrous fu^rge raifing up the barge, broke 
the grappling, and threw her on the fhore — eight or 
;en men up to the middle in the fea expcded to be 

dafhed 
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daftied to p!€c€S — Had Ihe brought up fideways, Ihc 
liad been ioft, but luckily (he was thrown in ilern- 
foremoft. Two or three waves fucceedingr lifted •haf 
almoft upright, fey which means (he fhipped a good 
ileal of water aft — The p€Opte oh board in tneir 
fright jumped into the water, and were near drown*- 
ing — But at length the united efforts. of us all, £gl 
her once more afloat. 

On lier return for us who remained, the narrowly 
icfcaped the like iaccidenc, and happy for us ttiat fhc 
did fo, for we were not hands enough to have got 
her off — The fhip muft have failed— and we had beea 
left on an ifland whereon we could have found nekiier 
provifions, wood, nof^ water. And yet it is faid there 
are fome little ponds of frcfli w^ater at the foot of ttic 
green mountain — and a few goats, who finding n» 
herbage but dog's tooth, are half ftarved. Cocoa 
trees wer£ planted here, but would not grb^^ 

The South Eaft part of Afcenfion is compofed i£ 
lava, and the North Eaft of hillocks of cinders ^ 
whence I conclude that the wind was to the S. Ey 
wheii the volcano rofe from the fea — and that it blew 
gently, elfe the cinders would have been too muck 
fcattered to have formed the promontories of hill* 
they now compofe further that the internal heat 
(or combuftible matter) of volcafios is not kindled by 
the revolutions of the atmofphere, and that the com- 
motions and tempefts of the earth, are independent of 
thofe of the air. 

They Ihould feem ratlier to depend upon the wa- 
ter ;— of all the vplcanos I have feen or know o^ 
there are none but what are near the fea, or fomegreai; 
iake— I made this obfervation fome time ago wiiea 

i 
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I was eiideayouring to account for the caufe of thcrU 
<— and being confirmed by nature^ my opinion is the 
Inore. likely to be a juf): one 

We fet fail at five in the circning 6f thfc i^ih of 
March. We lived upon turtle for near a month after 
—They were kept alive all time by laying them fome- 
times oh the back and fometimes on the belly, — and 
by throwing fea-water over them feveral times a day; 

Turtle is very riutritivei> but one is fobh tired of 
It — the fiefh is very tough^ and the eggs but of an 
indifierent tafte^ 

We repailed the line^ haVing calms fometimes,^ and 
fometimes ftorms. The currents run northward very 

5)erceptibly; they more than once^ carried us tent 
eagues in four and twenly hours^ when there was nd 
wind — The 28th of April in lat. 32 N; we faw art 
cclipfe of the moon at about eleven o'clock at night : 
we had feveral days of calms ; they are fwd to be the 
intervals between the different winds which prevail 
in thefe latitudes; From 28 to 23 deg, N, the fea 
was covered with a marine plants called grappe de 
faifin (clufter of grapes) it Was full of fmall crabs 
and the fry of fifh. This perhaps is a meansr 
which nature makes ufe of to people the (hores of 
iflands with animals, which could not be tranfported 
thither by any other : the fifh frequenting near the 
coaft being never found in the main fea. 

With great joy We faw the pole ftar again appear 
above the horizon*— and the pkafufe was heightened 
every night that it rofe % the fight of it made my 
evening walks very agreeable. One night at ten 
o'clock as I was walking upon the quarter deck^ 
fomebody fpoke in much hafte and feeming fright to 
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tne officer who ha4 the watch : he bid the man light 
aji caiidle, and foUoW him along the forecaftle: I 
took the fame way tHey did, arid prefently We were/ 
not a little furprized to fee a cloud of thick and black 
fmoke iffue from the hatchway* — The failors of the 
w^tch were laid down very quietly upon one of the 
iails of the mizeri mail, and when we called to thfemj 
Were feized with terror: Two or three of the 
moft daring werit down the hatchway with a lanthorh^ 
crying out that we ftiould all perifti; We looked 
about for buckets, bttt could not find ciren bhCi 
Some wei-e for ringing the bell to call iip the people, 
others for working the pump that was aft, to carry 
water below ; every man propofcd, but rio man at-* 
tended i the diforder cannot be defcribed; 

At leiigth being all ranged with our hekdfc ftbopiflg 
over the hatchway, we waited our deftiriy. The fmoke 
increafed, and we even faw gleams of flame iffue from 
I he Crfeviees. Prefently however, a voice from below 
called oUt^ that the fire had only catched fomie wood 
put into the oven to dry. — This moment of inquietude 
appeared like a century. Hard fate of feamen ! In the 
inidft of fine weather, in the midft of the nioft perfcft 
fecurity, and in the very hour of return to our native 
country, one unfortunate accident had well nigh 
brought upon us the moft dreadful of all deaths. 

The 1 6th— the failors were! exercifed irt fifing at a 
inark, which was a bottle hung at the end of the 
yard 5 the guns were tried : We had five of them. 
This was done, that we might be prepared, in cafe 
we were attacked by the SaltitCs* — Fortunately wc 

, * The^ is noBnglift virofd for Sahins'-^hvx Salltt being about 
<iiatlatitode^ I fuppofe the Author meant the Rovers of that 
place. T, 

S met 
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mejt with none. Our Cnall arms were in fuch bad 
condition that at the firft firing one of them burit 
hear me, and wounded the lailor that htld it very 
^aDgcroufly. 

The 17th, I perceived at noon day, upon the fea, 
4 Jong band of a greenifli caft, in direction from 
Nprth to South— It was motionlefs, and extended 
tiear half a league. The veffcl pafled it at the South 
end. There Was no (well upon it, or near it. The 
captain as well as the officers agreed that it muft 
be a Ihoal or flat — it is not marked upon the chart* 
We were now as high as the Azores. 

The 20th of May — wefaw an Englifli (hip bound 
jtQ: America i they told us we were in 23 deg* longi- 
tude, which was 1 40 leagues farther to the weftward 
%hsiXi we imagined ourfelves« 

• * 

Tnt 22(1 of May, in 45 deg. 45 min. N. vft 
thought we faw a rock, over whiith the fea broke^ 
The weather being calm, they hove out a boat. It 
was a (helf of furf formed by the bed of the fea — 
Two hours after, we found a maft furnilhcd with rig- 
jcing, which appeared as if cut away from an Engliih 
mip in ftrefs of weather. We took it on board joy- 
fully, for we began to want firewood, and what wafr 
worfc, prbvifions j — haying made but one meal a day 
.for eight days paft. 

The (icy liad for fome time been clouded aver in 
the middle of the day, fo* that we did not know in 
what latitude we were. *rhe 28th,' the wind blew fo 
hard that the veffel could carry none but her lower 
ifaijs. At eleven in the morning we perceived afmallr 
fhip before us-^we paffed to leeward of her. Thert 
jv^efe feven men upon her deck, pumping wiA aH 

their 
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tKeir might ; the w^ter |"^n out of all the fcuppers. 
^Ve neither of us made much way, and ia tacking, 
fometimes pafled fo clofc, that I feared the next wave 
^o^ldJi^^ run us Ifouji of ^ach other* Thef-ilot 
in ^is red nig^t cap, calfcd.put Co us through a lf)eak. 
ing trimipct, that he had not been four and twenty- 
hours from Bourdeaux, and was bound to Ireland. 
XVe f ii^iaed him by his hafte,:and die- bad condition 
i)f lu3 ve^l to be a fm;jjgglerp — ^it is cuftomary at 
fea, as well as on land, to ionu xw-opinioas of l^an- 
^ers by their appearance. 



I * 



, ABotjt tcnx»?cleck, thcwindfubfided; thecloucfe 
leperated into two long ranges, between yyrhich the 
i\kn ihofiie out; All the fai]^ were n&m i^ .«nd (men 
^aced upQn:the man top mo lot>k aut^-*--h^ hea4 was 
kept to the North Eaft^ that we ought ihaxi^ tike beth 
W chance for feeing land before evening* 






, At four o'dock wriftw-afeiall finadk/ which w* 
liailed, but flie did nbt^anfwer : 9at was driving feefore 
^he wind. At five o'clock a man aloft, call^ out, 
iand^ la?ii^:iv Isewar^^^^"^ immediately -weftt'-^oft 
yeck-^ari4 m^ny of tKi people ran up tfce ^flirouds, 
W5 preferitly diilingu^ed rocks, that -Whitened 
as we approached-^ they 'were thought to" be tfie 
tnoun tains of Penmanffiitrt'. We lay t66.<l«ririg die 
night, and at break of day perceived the coaft tliree 
jeagues a head *. but nobody knew what land it was. 
The wind was fcant, and by no means fuited to our 
impatience. At length we faw a boat, and hailing 
her, was anfwered, that Ihe had a Pilot on board. 
Overjoyed at hearing the voice of a Frenchman juft 
come from his native fhore^ — the crew r^n with eager- 
nefs to the (hip's fide to fee the Pilot come aboard—- 
What deer 9 Broiber^ faid the Captain, ubaS^ land is 

S 2 thai f 
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ibai^ BcUeifle, laid the Pilot— **Z)> think wijhatt 
have a irttzi V^ -^^^AnHt pUafe G$d mafter^ perba^i 

Hb had bfoiight vKtH him a lafge Barley loaf^ 
which having been baked in France, we very foon 
eat up for him^ 

Tt^riB calm lafted all day * toWaf di cVeftirig it frcfh-^ 
ened^ and in the morning we were along fide the Ille 
of Grols and came to an anchon 

Thb cuftom^houfe officers came Ott board; and 
iftef th6m a croud of fifhermeni — ^We bought feme 
frefhfifh^ determining to eat our laft meal together \y^ 
during which, we got up, we fat down ^ain^ — but we 
did not eat, — ^we could think of nothmg^ we could 
lodk ^t nothings but the coaft of France^ 

The crew wei'e oVerwhelnted at the thoughts of 
their return home, with a joy, that ihewed itfelf in 
the moft extravagant ways — I fpoke to feveral, but 
could not pet an anfwer from one of them — I therefore 
agreed with a Fiiherman to carry me and my ba^age 
on ihore, and having taken a hearty and friendly leave 
of the Captain, went into the boat, and was foon 
landed — thanking God for having once more reftored 
me in fafety to my native country^ 
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On voyages and V0YAp.EIl5, 

IT is ciiftom^ry to try in the beginning of % book 
to gain the good will of the reader^ who very 
often does not read the preface at all ; in my opinioj^ 
^tis much better to wait till the end — to the very mo* 
ment when he is going to form his opinion ; then it 
is impoilible for him to efcape without paying 
attention to the Authors e^cyfes — the following are 
inine. 

J have ^ompofed this work as well as \ could, and 
nothing has been wanting to give it all the perfedion 
\ am capable of giving it — if it is ill executed — it is 
not therefore my fault ; for one ihould be blamed foe 
dbiiie ilL but when we can do better. 

If the ftyle is faulty, I fliall be very glad to lee itt 
errors pointed opt; \% Ihall be my tafk to correft them^ 
During the ten yeiau-s 1 have been abfent from my 
country, I have' almoft forgotten my own lan- 
guage, and I have obfefved that it is often of greater 
ufe to fpeak well, than to think, or even to aft welL 
My conjedures and my ideas of i^ature^ a|T materials 
which I de%n for the conftru^bion of a confiderable 
edifice ; till f am able to elevate which, I fubmittheni 
to criticifm. Juft cenfures are like thaws, which dif* 
folve foft ftones, but harden hewn ones. I Ihall trouble 
vou with oncfioreobiervation only9 which I ihallnonfr 
' 53 snake 
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make ufe of — twas faid, *' a Saint began with a finglc 
ftone, what afterwards became a magnificent Abby— -' 
he atchieved this miracle by time and patience,— -for 
my pafB 'tiB noTwondir if:i loft bouh th'(fironc-and the' 
other. 

Having faid enough of myfelf, let us go on to 
mope .important 6fcrjje6UT7-'*TiB tathcr fn^lar that? 
that there has not been one voyage publiflied by* 
thofe of our writers .who have the greateft fame in 
fitetattirc and- phifof^phy. ' We have nxs itiodel of 
lihis' fb hiterefting Q>ecife$ of writing and we Ihall 
long Want one, fince Morrf&ur dt Vokaire^ D*Alem-» 
bert, BufFon, and Roufleau have* given us none; 
Monta^gn * and Montefqui^^u have written their tra- 
ipsrfsi fcut have not publiflied thctn, ft cannot be 
faid. that they ^ thought thofe countries in Eurdpd 
where they had been, fufEciently known ; fince' they 
have made fo many new obfervatjions on even ourown 
manners whlcharefofam'itiar tous, I believe (his fpecie^ 
of writings, foHt'tle attempted, abounds with difficulties.' 
tth neceffary that fhefe fliould be an almoft univerfaj; 
iftiowtedge, a plan' weirar ranged, warmth o£ Aylt^ 
and truth. Onfcmuft fpcak of every thing. , 

If any fubjec^fc is omixted, thtf work is iinperfedt— ^ 
!|f all is, faid that c^n bp faid, one becomies diffufe^ 
a'nd' unini;qrefting. -.....,.. 

We Have notwith^lfandJug fome valuable writers of 
voyages, of whorii Addiion i^ in my opinioiramong the 
foremoft —Uftlnckily $e kjpiot a.l:*>er^hman. Char- 
iiaif-pHlc^ophic, byt.proEx* .The Abbe ide Choift 

*■ Since tl^e'Auilior wrote" this letter,, the ni^ufcnpt o^ Mon- 
ieMt iAt(t\ti^^9 travels tfirou^* ftaly was fbwid iti an old* cheft, 

:;; V /. . favc^ 
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laves the reader the irkfomncfs of a fea Journal — h^ is 
agreeable, but that is all we can fay of him. Tour- 
nefort defcribes learnedly the monuments and plants 
of Greece, but on fuch a fubjeft as the ruins of 
Athens a man fhould write with more feeling. La 
Hontan fpeculates, and fometimes bewilders himfelf in; 
the folitudes c^ Canada. Lery defcribes the manners: 
of the Bralilians, as well as his own adveiitureSy 
with a pleafing fimplicity . From thefe diflfereijt geni- 
ufes might be compofed one excellent <Mie— ^buf every. 
man has one peculiar to himfelf — for inijia^ce, 
the failor who wrote in his journal that he ** pafled 
by TenerifF at the diftance of four leagues, ther 
inhabitants of which place fccmcd very affable,** 






Some Travellers fpeak on one fubjeft onlyj 
this feeks after monuments, ftatues, infcriptions, me- 
dals, &c. If they meet with a man of extraordinary 
learning, they beg of him to write his name and 
fome ientence in their album. Althou gh this 
cuftom is a commendable one, I fhould prefer an en- 
quiry after exanaples of probity, virtue and great- 
nefs of foul of the moft eminent men of each 
place, — ^Had I written my voyages to the norths 
thid world would have feen therein, \ he names of Ol- 
gofouki, the Palatine Xatorinlki, Duval, &c. Rc« 
markable buildings would not have been unnoticed, 
fuch as the Arfv^nal of Berlin, and the Royal Academy 
of Cadt ts at Pcterfburg : As to'fubjeds of antiquity, 
I cortfefs that they infpire me with none but themofk 
gloomy ideas. A triumphal arch is to me a proof ^of 
the weaknefs of human nature and the uncertainty of 
its purfuit5 ; the column, — the ftatue remains"— 
but the conqueror G> whofe honour they were credbed^ 
isno more. " . . ; 

S 4 I 
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I proffer the tendril of a vine to a pyramid, znSt 
ihoul4 with fp^r greater pleafure import to France on6 

nutntiv^ plant, di'ap the filver fhield of Scipio. ^ 

— ..../■ 

• *• • • . » . . > .» • . •. 

In the fame degree that the arts become naturalized 
among usi-^nature herfelf is^e^rangcd«r-Wc are even 
ib artfficial that we give to objeds, merely natural^)* 
the appellation of (urAcJities^ and ffck for proofs ot 
divinity among books> /in which (chofe .of reve^ 
lation apart) but yague refle£lion& and general indi-^ 
cations of univerfal order are-to be found, l^t would 
we fliew the ingenuity of an artift/we^^hould rather 
particularize th^ feveral parts of his work, than^give 
a general definition only of it, .Nature prefents to usr 
relations fo very ingenious, intentions fo beneficient,- 
andfccnes, which though mute, and I might even fay< 
liilperceptib^e, are* fo: expreflive, (that they muft m- 
ftuence the moft • inattentive mind — and excite aii 
exclamation of, furdy tber( is. a. QOD, - ■. . ;. . * . *; 

i --......■ .', . • .• . • » ». . , 

Thb art of defcribipg natural objc^s is fo little 
known or ufed, that terms to expfefs them are not yet 
invented. * Attempt but the defcriptipn of a moun-> 
tain in fuch manner that it ihall b^ recognized \ when 
you have fpok^n of the baff, the fianks,. and the 
fujpmit, you have feid every thing. But what a va-. 
riety is dilcernable in thefe f orm?^ round, long^ - flat,- 
hoUow — *tis a mals< of words, without information,^ 
The difficulty is the fameas to hills and V4llies-r-lf a 
riian were to defcribe a palace, ,he could do it with^ 
put:bei^gcthe leaft emlyarralTed — -Ti? of vfpmeof the 
five orders of .architc6i:ure-^*ti3 fubdiyided into . fur-, 
bafe, principal flory, entablature j. and in each oi 
th^fe, , from the plinth to thc^ cornifli, there ia 
no| a fingie moulding without its proper nainf/ 
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"... V I "^ 

We need not wonder theij at the imperfeft accounts 
Itravellers giVc of hatural bbj^fts— In delineating a 
country, they tell you of towns, rivers, and moun- 
tains,— but the piftujre is as barren, arid conveys as lit- 
tle idea to the imaginatioi^, as a mere geo^aphical 

chart Of Indoftan or of Europe, ^tis all qne^ 

rrhe phyfiognomy (if the expreffion may be allowed) 
Js not there. Do they fpeak of a bl^ot ? they giye a 
detail of the flowers, the leaves, tne Wk, the roots • 
but its port, its femblage,, elegance, or iiielegance 
are not to be defined — The fimilitudc of an objedt 
depends upon the harmony, the unity, and connei^ion 
pi its feveral parts — for you may have the ipeafurQ 
and proportion of all the mufcles in a man's body, 
tut you- will not therefore have his portrait. 



ft. V4/ 



If travellers, who have treated of nature, 
are defeftiye in point of cxpreffion, they amply make 
up ^by^ the abundance of their conjeftures. For a 
long time I was induced to believe, from the accounts 
I had read, that men might live in the woods in a ftate 
cf nature. I did not find one fingle wild, and unknwon 
€ruit, that was fit to eat in all the Ifle of France ; and 
thofe I tailed, I did fo at the hazaird of being poifoned. 
Some few indeed were of a tolerable tafte, but of thefe 
^twould have been hardly poflible to coUeA enough for 
^he breakfaft of a monkey-^thcrc are indeed feveral 
noxious roots, 'that are bulbous and of a fort called 
Uymphia^ C^r*^^/^ ii//)^)' but even thefe grow under 
water, where 'tis not likely our man in the ftate of 
hature would feek for them. At the Cape I expefted 
to have found mankind-better fupplied, 1 faw arti- 
chokes of a fine frelh colour growing upon bu0ie$ ^ 
J)\it they were fo crabbed, they -^ were not eata- 
j>le. tn the woods of France and Germany there 
\Sf no other than the maft^f the b^adiand the fruitof 
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tlie chcfhut— and thefe feft but a ihort feafon. Itr h 
afikmcd that in the golden ^e of the Qauls^ottF anccf-* 
iKwrs kved upoa acorns -^ but the acorns oi our oaks 
are toa aftringent^ thofc of the green oak only being 
iigcftible. It is alfo rarely foufi4 V^ frai^cei abho'^ 
Tcry commonly in Italy, 

The firs ia the forefts of the north yield a$ kind of 
apple, upon which the Iquirrek feed greedily, but t 
doubt they awpe not proper for the food of men. Na* 
Jure would have dealt but hardly with the fovereig» 
of the animal world, had fhe fpread a plenteous table 
for every other race of beings, and left him defiitute % 
but- that he alone is ejidued with reafcaa, and a d %o-; 
fitioa to fociety, without which the former would be 
but of little ufe to to him. From this one obferva- 
tion wc may draw the following confequences — ^that- 
the moft ftupid peafant is fuperior to the raoft intcl|i^ 
gent animal —which no art could teach to till, to 
low, and reap, — that man is born for fociety, and 
iacapabk of living without it — and that the qommu- 
nity owes to each individual that fubfiftance, which 
community alone can provide, arui without whichi the 
individual mufl: perilh. 

Another feult of CFavellers — is, their placing hap-^ 
pinefs any where rather than in thijir native country; 
Tthcif delcriptions of ioreigfl countries are fo entirely 
tigpecable, that they incline one ever afterto be out of 
{aimoixr with ones own» 

NATtTRE feems in my opinioa to have more equaUy 
diftributed her good things, than we may at firft ap- 
jH^hemL i k0ow not whether tq prefer a very hot; 
4pf a. very ccAd climate. The latter is the more whpt 
j^aifii nM»:eov€;ir^tJ^ tol^Jji^itaj iaeofiveniefl^ eafiiy 

tfl^ 
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to be remedied whereas the heat, is hardly to be enr 
^ured) and - can never be avoided. For one fix 
tnonths I have feen the landfchape about Feterfburg 
|>erfedly white ; for another fix nwnths I have feea 
the Me of France totally black ; add to this thedo? 
ftruftion occafioned by the vermin and the hurri* 
canes, and which then ihall we chufe ? It is truo 
that in India the trees are in leaf all the year round, 
iand bear fryh; without being grafted — and that the 
birds are numerous and beautiful, — but all things 
confidered I give France the preference, efpecially 
4f the conftant fpeftacks of mifcry be confidered in 
the cftimate — for the fight of one man in a ftate of 
wre,tchednefs is fuffieient to effeduajly defl;roy my 
ha'ppinefs. Ca;n one think without horror that Afri* 
<:a, ;America!> and a great part of Afia are in flavery ? 
in Indoftan, all • diredkions to fervants are delivered 
with a ftroke of a rattan j infomuch, that the. cane 
Jias obtained the title of King of the Indies ; even in 
the boafted country -of China, corporal punifhments 
are -infiided foir the mofl: trifling offences. Among 
«s,-^cuiprits even, are treated with fome degree of 
confideration as men. How defolate; how rigid fo^ 
ever the northern climates may be deemed — nature in 
its nideft ftate will ftillin fome refpeft prefent me 
with a pl^afing profpeft. I have . been witnefs of 
very affecting fcencs even among the rugged rocks of 
Finland. - 1 have feen • there^ fummers finer and more 
ferene than, thofe of the tropics, days without night, 
lakes fo covered with fwans, ducks, ^voodcocks, plo- 
vers, &c; that ^ one might fay they h^d forfaken all 
other waters to eome hither and build their nefts. 
The fides of the rocks are frequently covered with 
^of& ot a^ fliining purple, and the Kloucva * with 



* A beautifal kind of creeper with a red flower. ' 
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its flowers of fcariety and leaves of lively green, ha-^ 
ving ipread abipad a carpet on the ground, meets 
"^ith the ftately fir, and round the duiky pyramid 
twines its flagrant branches, for^ning retreats alike 
adapted to love or to philpf<9phy. In a deep valley^ 
and on the margin of a meadow, ftood the manlion 
of a gentleman of family, where repofe was undi^ 
jhirbed, fave by the found of fi torlrent of water, 
which the eye faw with pleafure falling and foaming 
upon the black furface of a neighbouring rock; 
'Tis true, that in winter the verdure and cne birds dif- 
appear together. Wind, fnow, hoar froft, and hail 
envelope and beat upon the houfe, whib fhe^ul- 
ue& and hofpitality reign within. They will go $f- 
ceen leagues to vifit each other, and the arrival pf a 
friend proclaims a feftival for a week : * they drink 
the healths of their guefls, their ladies, and their, 
great men, to the found of horns and drums. The 
old men fit fmoaking by the fire and relate the feats 
of their youth, while the young fellows in their boots, 
dance to the fife or tabor, round the Finland maid 5^ 
who in her furred petticoat, appears like Minerva ift 
the midft of the youths of Sparta. 

If their manners arc uncouth, their hearts arc no% 
without fenfibility — They talk of love, of pleafure^ 
of Paris ; for Paris is the metropolis of the femalQ 
fcx. 'Tis thither that the women of Ruffia, Poland, 
and Italy come to karn the art of ruling the men^ 

♦ Tl>c women arc of their parties^ and 'tia but juft that at 
t]key bear their huibands company in the W8rs» they fhould pre- 
fide in their entertainments. Jnilances of conjugal alFedlipii 
among thefe people are frequent and extraordinary. The wives 
of fome general o(iicer< I have known, have followed theijr ^ufW 
bands in the field from their firft entering into the army. 
Note of the Authpr. 
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Ipirith ribbands and laces ; *tis there the fair Parifiaa 
exerts her power with humour ever gay, and graces 
ever new, and tyrannizes over her Englifh lover, who 
throws at her feet^ his gokl, and harder to part with^ 
his melancholy ; while flie, from the very bofom of 
art, laughing preparesy a garland which binds by its 
pleafures every people of Europe^ 

* 

Of all cities I ftiould prefer Paris, not fef its di- 
Verfions, but becaufe its inhabitants are a good fort of 
people^ and live in liberty. What are to me its 
iplendid coaches, its Hotels, its crowded ftreets, its 
public IhewSj its banquets, vifitings, and friendfhips as 
foon diflblved as made. Thefe numerous pleafures 
kre pfodii^ive of only fuperficial happinefs, and en- 
joyment Life ought not to be a mere fpedaclc. 
*Tisin the country only that a man enjoys the genuine 
feelings of his heart, and the pleafures of fociety 
with his wife, his children arid friends. A country 
life is preferable ih every refpeft to living in towns ; 
the air ispure,the profpefts enlivening, the walks fine, 
pirovifioris at hand, and the manners of men, better, 
becaufe more fimple. The lover of liberty depends 
upon heaven alone : here the mifer receives new pre- 
fents hourly, the warrior gives himfelf up to the 
thacci the voluptuary places here his garaen, and 
the philofopher may indulge his meditations without 
fear of interruption. Of animals, ftiew me one more 
ufeful than the ox, nidre noble than the horfe, or 
more faithful than the dog. 

Of all rural fcenes, I prefer thofe of my own country ; 
hot on account of their fviperior beauty, but becaufe 
I have been brought up there. In a man's native 
place there is a fecret attraction, a fomething affeding, 
^hich is not the gift of fortune, nor can any other 
communicate it. Where are the games of our infant 

days ? 
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days ? — days wheri pleaftire abounded witho\jt fortS 
thou^t and without alloy ? What joy I have expe- 
rienced at finding a: bird's neft ! — With what delight 
have I cherifhcd and careffed a partridge — received 
the ftrokes of its bill — and felt under my^hand the 
palpitation of its heart and the fluttering of iti 
wings ! Happy the man who revifits the fcenes 
where every thing was beloved, every thing was ami-* 
jablc— the meadow he had ran races in ! or the orchard 
he had ravaged ! more happy he, who has never 
quitted you, paternal roof, facred afykim ! The 
wanderer returns indeed, but does not find his home i 
— of his friends, fome are dead, — fome gone away ; 
his family is difperfed,^ his proteftors-^- — btit life \i 
no more than a ftiort voyage • and tht age of man 
like a winter"s day. I will not however think uporf 
its troubles, buf call to mind the virtues^ the good 
offices, and the cohftancy of hiy friends. Perhaps 
their names and my grateful acknowledgement may 
continue to live even in thcfe letters — Perhaps they 
may fometime reach even to you^ amiable inhahi- 
tants of the Cape ! Fof thee unhappy African, who,' 
on the rocks of Mauritius bewaileft thy truljr 
wretched lot •, it is not for my feeble hand to alleviate* 
thy griefs, or dry thy tears— but if I have induced 
thy tyrant mafter to look upon them, ^Vith regret, ah4 
tipon himfelf, with remorfe as the caufe of them — C 
tave nothing more to afk of India — I fhaU' hafdf 
made my fortune. 

Paris, January r, 1773.' 
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LETTER XXIX, 
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AMONG die curiofities I have brought h^mc^ 
are fome madreporea, which are very commoa 
ia the feas of todia, the lilands in geaeral being e©- 
• compafled. with them. They grow under water, and 
form forefts of feverai leagues extent^ in which fiflies 
fwim about, as birds fly in the woods. The madre . 
pores do not bear fruit, nor can they be included m 
«he vegetable fyftem ; they are the work of an infi- 
nite number of. fmall animals, who unite their e£. 
forts for the, formation of chefe plants of the fea» 
The Ihrubs which I have fent with the madrepores, 
arc called iitophites, and are, as well as the corals^ 
equally the work of linall animals. This, whidi 
you may look upon ^ a mere conjedure, is confirm- 
ed by microfcopical obfervation. The chymical ex^ 
periments on this matter are rather uncertain, becauic 
the reafonings of chymiftry are 'founded upon the 
diflblution or the fubjeft* At length, however a con- 
. clufion is drawn from the regularity of thsk works, 
' in favour of the opinion, that they are produced and 
efFefiked, by beings actuated by a fpirit of order and 
intcUigence^r After all, a fhrub is not more difficult 
to make than an hexagonal cell of wax, as formed by 
beesi The difpute fiibfifted for fame time ; but a4 
the world is now agceed *; 

'. * AH the fpinges have the figure of planis, and are branc^iei 
ih fo ihaoy diA^rent wajrs, that We could hardly believe them to 
fee the work of marine iiifeds,— their texture is fo compact, and 
iheir fibres fo delicate, that it is inconceivable how thefe animals 
tan lodge in theiti; BoucAJNtriLtiK, on Nat Hift. of iile de 
IMalouine^i Ti 

Bu€ 
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' In my opinion, that every flower is inhabitedE;' 
1 ftand entirely alone. * Do not think I mean to adopt 
the Grecian fancy of the Hamadryads, that every 
Laurel had its Daphne, and that every one unfortu- 
tiately killed by a Quoit, is the inhabitant of one fort 
of tree ; or that all who die of felf-love (hould be 
lodged in the Narciflus^ — Could I abfolutely confirm' 
the truth of this fyftem, I ihould not thereby prove 
the purpofe of univerfal happififefs to be advanced.—- 
The legs and atms may be lopped off from the filters of 
Phaeton, for a clown to make faggots of. — My in-' 
habitants have no fuch fears, — but they are wife, and 
they are ingenious; 

I AM *^are th'at tht fiipport of this' opinion, wilt 
be more difiicult, than oi that with reiped: to the 
madrepores.— ^Men intercft themfelves little about. 
what pafles at die bottom of the fea, but *tis widely 
diflFercnt With ftoWers, which' are obje6h generally 
known and ufed,' and have a received opinion affixed 
to every thing rekdng to them. And yet I cannot 
fee why our plants, Which refemble the madrepores- 
hi every other reipeft,^ ftiould not iii their being in- 
habited alfo. 

EvEitY Itljic?hirie^6f a ricifural c6hftru6fcioh has zxi 
ififernal oi'gahissation, which tends to a certain efiedt,* 
by a certain means. For example; in thtj car there 
is a thin elaftic concave membrane called the tympa- 
num, adapted' to the reception of jfounds ^ and iii the 
eye, a fort of tranfparent and convex mdmbrane,' 
which coUedts die rays of light upon the retina. Thcr 
car is evidently contrived for the purpofe of hearings 

* See aii E^ay oxi the fabjefis oF cbymiilxy which was^ poblifbiMt 
fn 177 1, byDr. Watfon, then Prbfeffor of ehymiftry, bai^£«oe; 
Reg. Prof, of Divibity of CambrWge. T. 
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ts the eye for feeing ! neVer will a blind man fee by 
means of his ears, nor a deaf marl hear with his eyes^ 
If then a tree is a machine, one part of it muft be 
appropriated for thfe bearing of nower^i anothef for 
the fpreading of the rootSj both of which would in 
that cafe, make their appearance, at the extremity of 
the plant affigned to them by nature : — but fhould 
^e plant a Willow at the waters edge, with the head 
downwards, the roots would in due time bear leaves. 
But We are not fdr this reafon to expect an hydraulic 
Aiachirte to fprout from our planting a common pump 
in the ground, or that laymg in a fupirte j)ofturc any 
animal incapable of turning himfelf, his claws or his 
legs; would in prdccfs of time grow out of his back. 

CrtAN<5E 6f jiolition cannot affedt the parts fo as 
to caufe cither to perform the office of the other ; in 
every machine which has been inveftigated, each part 
produces its proper efFc6t, nor can it be inftrumental 
to any other. The laws of nature are fimple^ uni- 
Verfal^ and conftanti 

I ko(3K uport a tree as a republic, iiid not as 2t 
imachine. As foon as a branch of a willow is planted 
bn the margin of a river, the little animals which 
were incldfed in it, betake themfelves to thofe partst • 
<vhcre their labours are moft immediately neceflary — 
Alf fecondary confiderations are laid afide. The 
leaves are deferred and fall off. Some employ them- 
felves in clofing the breacfh that h^ been made ia 
their habitation, by furroundmg and covering it with 
a bourrelet (or pad)* Others have pufhed forth in 
the earth, long fubterraneous galleries, in fearch of 
provifions and nlaterials for the ufe of the communi- 
ty. If they meet with a rqck, they turn their courfe 
another way, perhaps furround it with their labours, 
to farm a fupport for thcL fabrick they arc conftruc- 

T ting 
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ting. In fome fpccics, as in the oak, they drive down 
a long pivot (or tap root) which fupports the whole 
habitation \ each nation has its diHerent manners. : 
Some build upon piles like the Venetians, others up* 
on the furface of the earth, as the Savages raife their 
cabbins or huts. 

When the diforder is fet to rights, they employ 
themfelves in making magazines ot provifions. Po- 
pulation among the little republicans is very rapid^ 
Ipecaufe of the cafe of fubfiiling. They live upon 
oils and volatile falts, with which the air and the earth 
abound. . To obtain thofe of the air, they have re- 
courfe to the method pradtifed by failors when in 
w2tnt of frefh water, and as they fpead out their fails 
in rainy weather, — thefe difplay leaves, as fo many fur- 
faces, which, that they may not be carried away by 
the wind are moft ingenioufly faftened by one point of 
fupport, at the extremity of a pliant and elailic tail 
Qr ftem. 

Some of them afcend through the trunk with drops 
of liquor, others again defcend by the bark with the 
iuperfluous aliment.^ 

If the leaves were formed by the fap, as may be 
imagined by fome, the fruit and flowers might be fa 
llkewife : but, graft a wild flock •, the fruits of the 
graft {hall be good, while thofe of the ftock fliall not 
be changed in the leaft. If the fap whicli has af- 
cended by the trunk of the graft, and has defcended 
again by its bark, had partaken of .any quality, it 
would have fhewn ijlelf in the fruits of the ftock-. 
But this. does not appear,. and why it does not is evi-. 
dent ; The animals of xhe ftock bring materials to 
clofe the. orifice made for inlerting *the gfaft, which 
on their' arrival, the inhabitants of the ef aft receive 

" ana 
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^nd fzhxksssx oS^thsm eKcelient fmits : wfaillt thofe of 
the ftock continue tx> form their ufual indifi^rent 
ones. Tht materials aic the fame, the dudfcs are m 
common, bm the artificers ace diffeceat. It may be 
afloed., . how theie beings are proteiSted from an incle^ 
ment winter. They, as other animals, have inftin6b» 
tive precautions for tfaeir fafety ; they in^elop their 
hoqfes with coverings proportioned in niuiiber and 
texture to the climate they are defigned by nature to 
inhabit. The trees of the Nxuth, as the fir, the birch, 
&c. kave jthrae federal barks, — thofe of hotter jcoun- 
tries have a fort of cuticles only, by which the ia{> 
defcends, 1 

The fegacity of thefe animals fhews itfelf in ano- 
ther refpeft, — they proportion the height of their 
edifice , to the fize and extent of its bafe. In laying 
their foundations, they meet with a variety of ob* 
ftruftions,— another tree, — rocks,— or an improper 
foil when they have reached a certain depth. In the 
air, they are not reftrained, except by confiderations 
of fafety. We have a ftrong proof of this in plants 
which twine and cling ; for they fpread themfelves t6 
a very great extent without {topping. Some of the 
liannes have ihoots fo long, that it would be difficult 
to find the ends of them. The beans which climb, 
rifei to an extreme height, while the marfh bean fcarce- 
ly attains to three feet — thefe are notwithftanding 
equally long lived. We fee alfo, that trees growing 
on mountains, are low in ftature : thofe of the fame 
fpecies in deep and Iheltered vallies, that have no fear 
of the winds, rife with more boldnefs to a far greater 
height ; and I am perfuaded, that if an elm in the 
courfe of its growth, were to pafs through a number 
of terrafles, its inhabitants would with courage lay a 
feparate foundation in each, and raife the head to a 
height that would be prodigious. 

T 2 ThS 
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Th£ Chinefe make a curious experiment, whldli 
will confirm what I have juft advanced. They choofii 
upon an orange-tree, a branch with its fruit, which 
they bind hard with a brafs wire, and cover this liga-^ 
ture- with wet earth, upon which is prefently formed 
a bourrelet (or pad) with roots, — they then cut oflf 
this little tree, and with its large fruit fet it upon a 
table^ Had it been left in its original fituation, it 
would have formed a fecond ftaae of orange-tree* 
Here then we hl^ve another proof that trees are not 
machines, — becaufe they can always grow, and have 
no determined fize. 

* Monfieur Boajfainville fays* that in Ouheitee weeping wil«» 
lows are allowed to be planted before the koufes of great men on^ 
ly,— and that it is known, that by bendiag the branches of thia 
tree, and planting them in the gi-ound, the ihadow may extenS 
as far» aad in whiat direction yon {$lea(e.-«—^Of this tree the 
dininghalLof the Kings of Otaheitee is formed. T. 
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LETTER XXX. 



Of FLOWERS. 



THERE are many produdions of nature, of which 
our eyes will not enable us to form a judgment ^ 
are we therefore to doubt of their eziftence ; mall we 
fay that the animals of which I fpeak are void of the 
feveral fenfe^ of tafte, fight, or feeling : as well may 
we doubt that the Romans, who built the amphi- 
theatre of Nimcs, eat, drank, or flept, becaufe the 
Hiftorians, who tell us of this building, do not make 
particulM- mention of their doing fo. Your garden 
is watered daily, and you afk whether its inhibitanti 
drink ? You know that when plants deprived of air, 
decay almoft immediately ; and you again afk, whe- 
ther they breathe ? Some flowers are known to clofe, 
and fhut,up their leaves ii^t the night \ and others no^ 
only do fo, but even change their colours. — Among 
trees alfo, there are fome that clofe their leaves en* 
tircly in the evening, as the tamarind-tree. Can we 
then deny^ the influence of the light upon them, 
Yrheij its eficfts are fo evident. 

The moyement and contradbion of the fenfitivc; 
plant upoi), jlje approach of the hand towards it, 
^as b^n attri^^tep. to the animal heat \ but tius 
cannot be the cafe, becaufe I have feen it equally 
to move and contraft upon being touched with a 

■ T3 fticj^. 
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ftick, a ftone being thrown towards it, and even by* 
the wind *. Its powers of motion and contra6tioft 
can proceed therefore from no other than an intrinfic 
caufe^ { 

Should it be objefted, that thefe animals depart 
from the univerfal fyftem of felf-prefervation ; that 
all others employ themfelves in labours ufeful to them- 
felves, and thefe, in making flowers which anfwer no 
purpofe but the pleafure and gratification of mankind, 
and which, after all the pains and trouble beftowed 
in their formfttio% cod: fcarcely be fold toesaft for t 
dijy, A. reply i« ready from the continvkationof the 
account of U^eir proceedings : The mother-country^ 
and fpeakocRg of jnhaHtanSr^ the cxprefiion I think, 
may be aliowed) being now too pc^ulous, the nextt 
care is tafcn^ forth colonics, — Thfc line weath<5r in the 
Ipring^ i^ jhe time chofen for this purpofe, and fof 
providing fuilenanee for the emigrants.'— Sugar, milk 
and honey are coUe<ilcd, and depofited in build-* 
ings Gonftrufted with admirable ingcnuityv The 
heat and aiStion of the fun is. now of the greateft con** 
fequcnce, ^ well to bring to perfection the provifi- 

ons> as to promote and acceler^ the fponfalia. 

. f 

t . . . , . • ^ . < A 

It ihould- feem^ that this politic people, when they 
colonifejj jLiaite their coloniits by ties the moft fo^ci* 

* A nevy fpeciej of" Scnrulve Plant lias been lately difcovered ia 
the mdrfhypai-t^bf North ^meiic^i^ which has l^een tranfplanted 
to England, and groivs there.. 16 1« called i\ie I}i9n€ea Mk/dptda^ 
or Finus AttrapemQUche, Irs leaf is no fooncr touched by a, fly or 
otbtr iaio6l^. tha^ ic folds icfeU over its prey, and regains in that 
compi-eflcd rfajtejtill tfee captive is entirely cpnfuraed. , It will cJofe. 
up equally if'toudxed^by a rtfa'w,^ hftir, or pin.. £)cpenm^nt has 
jB66 yet ^fcel-tiktn-.dy' whether Uils plant derives its nounlhroent 
Mtn, tW Hiesi^t takes ; but h mms.rerjr likely tkat it dpes {f^^ 
at>d,if- '^(j^isbe the caf:;, the j^tir'afemoikht tends mor^than all h)- 
r^erto known, of the difFefcnt /pedes of the Polypiis, tb;CQn£rin 
litfc artalogy between animals aivd v^etables, T. , t» . . . 
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bk, that nature knows or is capable of^ — they adopt the 
meafure of government when eftablilhing our lettle- 
ments on the MiffiifTippi, who fent out very few per- 
fons, but fuch as were newly married^ 

The males eredt little hollow tubes, on the tops of 
which they form lodgements of golden duft, from 
whence they defcend to the bottom of the flowers, 
where the females expeft them with impatience, 

^ The flower, appears to be the work of the female 
— It is hung with the moft beautiful fattins, purple— 
fky-blue - black. — One may fancy it a bridal-cham- 
ber, whence are exhaled the moft flagrant perfumes.. 
— Or it may be called ^ vaft temple, in whichpit once 
are celebrated an infinity of nuptial ceremonies— each 
leaf is a bed — each ftamina a bride —and many fami* 
lies inhabit under the fame rciof. 

Sometimes the females make their appearance by, 
themfclves upon one tree, and the males upon ano- 
ther. Perhaps in thefe republics, the ftrohger fex 
keeps the weaker one in fubjeftion, and will not ad- 
mit them to aflbciate upon public occafions, altho^ 
there is a neceffity for making ufe of them upon par-* 
ticular ones. — Like the Amazons of old, who were 
ferved by flaves of the male fex, but allied themfelves 
with none but free people. 

In the palm-tree, the female alone is employed iri 
preparing the. conjugal bed ; which when perceived 
by the male, he fubmits himfelf to the difpofal of the 
winds, ahd is by them tranfported upon thefe beds, 
called by the botanifts. Prolific Duft. 

t MAY (ecm on this occafion, to be tranfported by 
^y imagination beyond the bounds of probable rea- 

T 4 fon; 
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fon ; let nie therefore return \/o my fubjeft and fpealq 
of the form and Ihape of powers •, which i^ alway%, 
circular, whatever be the form of the fruit. — Their 
leaves, or coronets are difpofed around as mirrors, 
— plain, fpherical, or ehptic, fo as properly to 
receive and refiedt the heat to rhe focUs of their 
curves, for the due formation of the embrio which 
contains the feed,' X^^ flowers that yield feed arc 
fingle ones, becaufe the placing of one mirror' behinci 
another, would have anfwcred no epd. 

Among vegetables, the juices of which are vifcous;* 
and lefs ilaBle to ferment^' fuch as bulbous and aqiia-. 
tic plants, my little geometricians conftriift reverbe- 
rating m^ch'irfes, 'in the form of furnaces, which, are 
portions of cyftnders, funnels, or bells, — obfervable 
in lillies, tulips, hyacinths, joncjuils, lillies of the* 
valley, narcifluffes,' &c, ' ' * r - : . 

Those that begin their labours early ip. the fpring,* 
adopt alfo this' prydent mode of formation, witnefi^ 
the primrofe, cfocus, friow-drbp, &c. 

Those that build expofed to the air, and that grow 
but near to the^roupd^^s the daify and piffabed, torm 
mirrors nearly plain. Thofe on the btner hand, that 
are fomething more in the fhade; as' violets and ftrawv. 

berries, form^ mirrors th^t are more concave. 

^. , • . • ^ . . » ... 

Those that attempt to tranfplant themfelves in hot 
weather; contra^ the circumference of the flower, in 
ordef to diminish' the effe^, fuch are the blue-bell J 
and pink, &c. Others, as the pomegranate and wild 
poppy, runiple up their leaves to {he|ter the dilk froiff 
the fun, the twp great heat of its rays rendering fuch 
a protection neccflary, — *tis the fame in papilionaceous 
flowers, whbfe form is rather caleulkted to re-Unitc the 
^irc6t rays of the fun, than to cpUeft anew their re^* 
fleeted heat. " • - Another' 



VOYAGE t9 ih Isw pp FraiIcje. a8i 

Another example of their attention, is, that the 
jRowers of fummer which have large cviips, are fatten- 
pd to ligaments, by which they are rariler fufpended 
than fupportcd ; they quickly lofe their flowers : of 
this kind, are the wild poppy, the poppv, the flpwer 
pf the pondegranate^ '&c. ' ' 

There is another fpecie^, of which the fun-flower 
is one, whofe leaves are difpofed as radii round the 
fcircumference ; the flower is here placed upon a flexi- 
ble knee, by means of which, the inhaoit^nts are 
conftantly turning it towards the fun. One might 
fancy than fo many Academicians, dire£bing a telef^ 
cope, oi; reflecting mirror towards that lupainary. 

The fame prudent conduft is remarkable with re- 
fpeft to the colours of flowers, — white and yellow 
being the' mofl: adapted for collefting the refleded 
tays ; th* generality- of fpring and autunrmal flowers 
^reof thofeor fuch like bright and clear teints; 
the degree of heat being fo fmall makes- the ufe of 
jiftive mirrors neceflfary. 



#-v' 



The flowers of thefe two feafpns which are of a 
deep red, as th^ anemony, piony, and fome fort of 
tulips, have their centers black, as moft proper to 
abforb the rays immediately. The fummer flowers 
are*of deeper colours,' and lefs adapted for reverber- 
ation. In this feaibn we frequently fee blue and red, 
t)ut black very rarely, becaufe it never rcflefts at all. 
Poppies which are of a deep brown^ are, if expofed 
%Q the lun, burnt up before the flower is developed. 

The elevation of plants, their fize, their coloyr 
and ^e fotm iq which they are cut or fcoUoped, feem 

all 
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1^. combined m ^ wonderful h^rmony.-^ConiiderccI 
in this Ugjbity flpweif^ inftead of t^ing mere obje<^ of 
pieaTure^ aie fit iubjedts of i[Vu^iy for the abkft geonte-r 
tncians. , . 

Kature in all her diipo(iticN(is is equally boi^tiful 
and juft — .Things for our ufe are furnilhed to us witU 
fimplicity : for fuperfluity and enjoyment^ wit^^ mag- 
^cence. Corn, pUve trees and yiiies, arc inftances 
of the former^ flowers, and many other bwutiful 
l^atural productions, of the Utter . 

The animals of India as they difier from purs ir^ 
^ir wants, ajne equally dUBTere^ in their operations^ 
—in our climates, heat is necefiLry : ' our animaU 
there^re foral the flowers before the leaves.— And 
farther north, they build a folid flower and cover it 
with fcales— thefe are ranged in a conoid fonn upon 
a fort of efpalier. The fir tree and the birch would 
be parched up in hot CQUittries, wherefore they neyer 
grow there* 

The trees of India arc full of fpreading leaves, 
«ntder the (hade of which grow the flowers* Their 
circumference is never very compaft, as m^y be feen 
'm the orange or citron trees^ 

Om trees that have but ifew leaves, as the agathis, 
the various forts of palms^ the date, cocoa, arid la- 
tanicr, — the flowers grow in pendant clufl:ers — In this 
inverted ftate, they are not liable to be fcorched by 
the fim, having no other heat than a fefle&ed oi?e. 
Trees of Europe bearing flowers in clufl:ers, bear 
them upright, as the vine, tilach. Sec, 

To 
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To conclude — In Europe the flowers feem to fcel^ 
px the fun -, in India, to avoid and Ihun it, the 
greater number either growing clofe to ^the trunk of 
the tree, or elfe hang down in ounches as thofe above 
defcribed. 
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OF FRUITS. 



IT may be alledged as an argument agarnft the fyf- 
-terii iot which I contend, that my animalcules 
^-eafoning too much from confequences, feem therein 
even tp be wifci^ than men. • "Wherefore is this but 
becaufe the animal is endued with an inftinft, equal 
in efFeft tb that experience which man is ever arriving 
at, and never attains toi* The fpidcr, weaves as foon 
as it iffues from the egg— The portion of intelligence 
afforded to ^ach fpecies is perfe^ from the beginning, 
and fufl5ces for all the wants of the animal — *Tis a 
general obfervation, that the fmaller the animal, the 
greater its induftry— Among birds, the fwallow is 
fiiore alert than the oftrich : of infefts none is fo 
fmall, nor is -any fo laborious as the ant — Adivity 
and adroitnefs feem given to tl^ weaker animals as 
a compenfation for the want of flrength — and mine 
being fo much fmaller than all thefe; I am juftified 
yi believing -that they are afib more iutcUigcnt* 

A 
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A degree of heat being amafled, fuflicicnt to ujiitc 
the families at the bottom of the calico or gup of the 
fiower, thf whole nation is employed in carrying thi- 
ther honey and millc This iaft i^ a fuftenance ap^ 
parently defigned for all animals when in their infant 
Itate i even the yolk of an e^g, if 'tis diflblved in 
water, is convertc4 to a confiftence like cream. The 
colony then takes up its rplidence in the part called 
the Bourgeon, (or biid). The provifions are ranged 
around, under the appearance of milk, which is 
foon after changed to an oily, and more folid fub- 
ftance. 

To proteft this colony from accid^ts it might be 
liable to, it is, together with its provifions, envelo- 
ped in a IhelL This covering is fometimes as hard as 
^ ftone ; great xarc however is taken to . leave an 
opening, as in nuts, or fmail holes at the end, co-: 
vered by a valve — by this outlet, the young family 
find egrefs. Not one fingle grain is known, but 
what is in its organifation^ luitcd to diis purpofe. 

Nor in advancing this^ do I attribute to them .a 
greater degree of in jelli^^5:e, than is feen in other in- 
iefts, — X^c. fpider lays its eggs in a bag, which alfct 
has it J ori%e. The filk worm fhuts itfelf up in a. 
pod, of i texture wonderfully compaft, except in. 
that pairt towards the head, which is fo contrived as, 
to allow it to efcape from its confinement at the pro*, 
per time — this precaution is common to all vermigulai^ 
infefts. But a^l animals that unite their labpyrs, fcavc 
infinitely more ingenuity in their pi;oceedij^%, thai^ 
thofe which work ii;idividually — theic, exceed ininge^, 
nuity all others — for, while they conitrud the build- 
^ing, and cblledt provifions for the fupport of the in- 
fant colony, lefl: the work fliould be deftroyed by the 
^iirds, brother animals, i^ is envxroq.^d ^it;h a fub^ 

ft^ince 
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ftance of a naufeous taile, as the e:iftefnal c6at of 
walnuts, which is bitter,— or fortified with prickly 
points, as the (hell of the chefnut. Thefe operations 
of my animalcules , originate from the fame caufe, 
which directs the rabbit to dig itfelf a burrough in 
the earch; the lapwing to fuipend its neft by a fev^ 
threads \ and the duckling to take to the water, before 
it has feen the drake fwim upon the furface. Let u& 
hot wonder then that the rofe bufli is armed with 
prickles, and protefted all over, by the lame means^ 
which the chefnut has provided for its fruit alone. 

This defence is commonly feen among Ihrubs that 
grow on the borders of the woods, and are expofed 
to the ravages of beafts that feed there — The fea 
rulh, the bramble, the black and red thorn, the 
goofeberry tree, and even the nettle and thiftle, 
which grow by the way fide, ., are furniflied with 
prickly points for their dirfence. They are in fadt td 
the woods, as frontier towns are to a province. 

The colony once fupplied with the neceflarf pro- 
yifiohs, have various modes of tranfplanting, or 
tranfporting themfelves — thofe fufpendcd aloft in the 
air, nave nothing to do t)ut to fuflfer themfelves to 
fall down — the fruit drops, and after having reboun- 
ded a few times, refts perhaps thirty paces from the 
jparent tree-. And here I mult remark that thofe fruits 
which fall from a great height, are rounder and hard- 
er in proportion to their fall — The acorn, the maft 
of the fir tree, the chefnut, the common nut, the 
pine apple, ate in their feveral ways protefted from 
the violence of the ftroke they receive in coming to 
the grounds Nature having pre-contrivcd when (he 
raifed them fo far above the earth, that their return to 
it, Ihould not be attended with ill confcquenccs. On 

the 
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the other hand, the artificers of the linden trdt^ 
which grows ia moift aiid fwampy grounds, know 
very well^ that ihould thejf conftruot unwcildy co*- 
verings, their weight would bUry them in the famd 
place they felK Whc^fore^ their feed is fixed to a 
long fibre or feather, with which it is let down by de- 
grees, and carried away by the winds. The willow^ 
which grows in the fanif kind of foil, has its tufts of 
feathers as well as the reed. The feeds of the elm^ 
are placed in the midft of a large follicle or purfe ^ 
by means of thefe, which ferve them as wings, thtf 
are tranfported to any diftance. By the cortltru6lion 
of its fced^ I fhould be induced to think the elm de* 
figned for the inhabitant of the valley. "We need tixi 
longer wonder that the cherry and peach tree rife but 
to a middling ftature. A full grown peach which 
Ihould fall from the heiget of an elm, woold not go 
far. How then, you will fay, do thoie that are mere 
Ihrubs, fuch as the blue bell, artichoke, thiftle, &c* 
for they cannot roll away from where they lie. I an- 
fwer, that thefe alfo affix their colonies to a kind of 
wings, and they are then tranfported by the wind. 
In autumn you may fee tlie air full of them; They 
are fufpended with equal induftry as ingenuity, and 
however far they travel, the feed always fall 5* perpen- 
dicularly V and there are fome fort of peas with elaftic 
(hells, which when ripe, fhoot forth their feed to the 
diftance of ten or twelve feet. Do you now think 
that a plant is no more than an hydraulic machine ? 

Further, as the inhabitant of the chefnut, and 
other fruits which I have mentioned, proteft them- 
felves from the attacks of the birds — lb the ftrawber* 
ry, and the ralberry, make their enemies fubferviertt 
to their purpofes. The former, are warriofSj the 
latter, politicians. They environ themfcives with "a. 
fubftance, alluring to the eye and grateful to the 

tafte. 
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%afte. The birds feed upon this fubftance^ and arc 
nouriihed by it *, and by a natural operation, fow the 
feeds again in the earth. They devour tfaje fruit, but 
this docs not damage the feed^ which is too hard to 
be afFcfted by their digeftive powers. Many other 
fruits that have ilones in then\ are fown by the famtt 
means. This finefie is net peculiar to the ^i^imak 
of oar hemiipi^re. The nutmeg, is. a kind of peach^i 
growing in Molucca ; its nuts bring in a large revcnwe 
to the States of Holland ; who^ that they may referve 
to themfclves the benefits riling from it, have ciKka-. 
voured to deftroy and eradicate this tree, in the iflands 
that da not belong to them ^ but their attempts are in 
vaia: a particular fpecies of lea fowl, fowing it, foon 
after they have eaten it* Thus weak is man, when he 
militates againit nature : a whole nation could not ex^ 
liipate one (ingle vegetable. 

The King of Pruflia for the encouragement of po- 
pulation, once gave orders to, cut down fomeforcfts^ 
to provide lands for new married people. It was re- 
prefented to him, that this meafure would occafion a 
fcarcity of timber ; to which he made anfwer, ** I 
|iad much rather have men in my dominions, than 
. trees." Can it be fuppt>fed that the fovcreign ruler 
of all things, would not rather chufe for his liibjefts, 
animate beings^ than mere uninformed machines ? 

• 
We. have feen animalcQte moving in the juice of 

plants — and although they are too minute for us, 
their various operations are imperceptible to our or- 
gans, though affiftcd by the beft microfcopes : yet 
jhey as certainly labour,. a<5t in concert, and perform 
every thing elfe I have related of them,* as the ani- 
mal inhabitants of the Madrepores, and Litophites 
r— for as thefc are the plants of the fea, the otherfc 
are in like nunner the ^ttadreportjs of the air. 

You 
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. You i*iU fty, they certainly difftr in their cori^" 
ftrucftion^ becaufe the Madrepore* do not bear fruitf 
— but this is^ art opinion rather ftarred, than td be re- 
ceived. For'tistobeconfidered, thatthey liveiriafluid/ 
where their fruits cart rteither fall nor roll ; to what 
end theft Ihould they envirort the colony with a cum-^ 
berfome body ; or with a lighter fubftartce, like the 
wad which furrotainds the feeds^ v^hich are ttf fall irf 
the water- 

It is certain however, tli^t a milky juice has beerf 
feen in their flowers, like that in the feeds of ouf 
fruits, which milk is difperfed in the fea like the 
Ipawn of fifti; 

Aats arid manriersf cliffer,; m difFerertt etements i 
a failor and a citizen,^ are both of them vtitn; but ^ 
fhip and a houfe, are by no means conftruded alike; 

The little ariimab, buikfers of the plants in the 
air, live in an element which appears to be in perpe- 
tual motion, — the moft gentle zephyr, is to them ^ 
hurricane. They have taken the moft prudent pre- 
cautions to fccure the foundations of their edifices^ 
and to trasifport their families Without rilk of thcif 
being damaged or fcattered abroad. 

Those who build in the feay live in a fluid, whicfc 
is not altogether foeafily put in motion •, and wnen once . 
agitatedy moves in waves and large mafles. The drc^l 
are not fo aftd ve and penetrating as the globu'les; of 
which the air is formed^ and which are inceflkntly 
dilat-edy and contradied, by difterent degrees of heat 
or cold. They do not therefore require to be fo 
carefully incloied, as thofe feeds, which are liable t# 
be fo eafily diflipated^r Their milk is befi4es of a 
snore vifcous nature^ not eafily difiblved» 

If 



% ' 



VOYAGE to the Isle of France. a8$| 

If the animals of thfe water; had inhabited a ftill 
fcnore folid element^ for example, the earth; they 
•Would hot have been expoftd to any fort of agitation, 
^nd it is probable that* they would then have had no 
ibccafion to put dov?h roots, to raife a ftem, fpread 
but leaves, tafhion flowers, or fabricate fruits, as do 
thofe that inhabit the air; 

I^^ fconfirmatibn of my affertion j the truffle has 
hone of th6 parts abovem^ntioned, nor has it any ufe 
for them. To what end fhould there be flowers on a 
plant that never fees the fun, or roots to a vegetable 
hot expofed to any Ihock ? I have heard many people 
fay, they Cannot divine by what means the trufl3e is 
reproduced : its revivifcency is in my opinion, effed:- 
^d by the communicktion of its animalculse with each 
other through the interior piarts of the foil it grows in^ 
where reigns a calm eternal and undifturbed. — The 
fluid being tranquil, the communication^ cannot but 
be eafy — no veffels are neccflary, for the little iaha- 
bitants may fwim along in fafety* One would be al- 
moft forry that the animals of fo charming a fruit, 
fllould be fo indolent, and of fuch apparent incapacity : 
but the endowments of every beings are proportioned 
',to its necelTines— -and man, of all beings the moft in^ 
djgent, is at the fame time the moft intelligent. 'Tis 
to be wifhed indeed, that he were the happieft ; and 
yet the inhabitants of the truffle, though lefs fenfibl© 
-than others, may perhaps be more contented 

. Having accounted I hope, for the ordinary caufes 
<)f vegetation, if you are not yet fatisfied, I will now 
fpealc of its extraordinary productions : and my beft 
mode of doing this, will b^ bv anticipating fuch ob- 
jedlions as I think you may probably make to what has 
.been already advanced \ and the firft is one, which 
ypu will fay perhaps, all die laws of hydraulics can- 
not obviate^— -That a youftg tree, full of fap, fre** 

U quently 
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qiicntly puts forth branches and leaves, without beaK 
ing the flowers natural to its fpecies ; but a portioft 
of the roots being cut off by an experienced gardener^ 
it becomes fruitful. Wh<<nce is it, that it does not 
bear, unkfs deprived of a part of its nourriture ? — 
I reply, that thofe animals which have a fufficiency 
or fuperfluity of provifions, are not follicitous to ex- 
patriate themfelves •, they feek to enlarge the tene- 
ments in their prefent occupation ; they fabricate 
wood alone ; but no fooner are their provifions cut 
off, than they find it dbfolutely neceflary to fend fron\ 
home fuch part pf the inhabitants as can no longer 
fubfiit in the environs'. .*. - ' ' - -' 

Your next qyefliion will be, why a tree, damaged, 
by the ftripping of its bark, or otherways, in the 
fpriiig fubfequent to the accident, fliall bear an un- 
ufual number of Powers ; afterwards 'of fruit, — and 
then die ? . ^ " . ^- /' 

It may indeed feem ftrange, that on the eve of its 
death, it Ihould be more prolific than formerly ; but 
the reafon is plain : the inhabitants being affemblcd 
together to debate on the public calamity, reafon 
thus •, " A Breach is made which ^e canrtot repair l" 
our Ramparts and Covered Ways are broken up i 
and if we remain here, we muft perilh by Cold or 
flunger : Let us^ then depart." They immedi-- 
ately go to work, conftruft flowers, and take refuge 
in the fruits : .The mother-country thus abandoned, 
the following year the tree dies. ..... 

It has bee^ faid, that in every feed, there is an 
^^ntire plant with, its feeds .alfo,. which contain ftill 
future plants •, and they again their feeds, and fo on 
ad infinitum ; but this exceeds my powers of compre- 
feenfion : for there muft be a certain degree of 
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gradation, wherein the matter is no longer fufceptiblc 
of form •, form being ho more tji'an the boun4s or limits 
of matter. If it were otherwife, there would be as much 
matter in an acorn as in* an oak ; arid if it has the 
principal forms only of the oak, the queftion is, 
where are thofe that it has not, and that are equally 
eflential to, and equally conftituent parts of, the 
oak in its mature ftate, as thofe which arc retained ? ' 

The reafon of any of the forms being left out, can 
only be for want of room ; the fpace of the fecond 
being much lefs, the riumber of foftns muft be again 
diminifhed. And as every decreafing magnitude 
muft neceffarily come at laft to nothing ; and thefe 
imaginary glands are continually diminifhing, there 
muft of confequence a period arrive, when the race 
of oaks would be extindt and at an end. Yet this 
is the-hypothefis upon which the generality of.peo- 
pie reafojiv when they would account for tJhe caufes 
pf vegetation^. - > . 

When I have been talking upon this fubjeft, 
jfome of my friends have profeffed themfelves from 
motives' of /cbmpaflion, unwilling to believe th%ex- 
iftence of thefe animaleulas : Can it be poffible, fay 
they, that myriads of Beings fliould be created, to 
be deftroyed, merely for the fuftenance or pleafure of 
mankind? And that, were my opinion a, juft one, 
they would rather continue in errdr than give their 
affent to fo 'cruei a truth, « But I can fee no reafon 
why we fhould rejed: any fyftem for compaflion's. 
fake.^ Aijatomifts have no. fuch fcruples when they * 
form a fyftem, every thing that comes in their way 
falls a viftim to the knife. An Englifh Gentleman, 
once caufed a great number of bitches, big with young, 
to be opened, for the difcovery of the laws of gene- 
ration i^— but he did not gain the information he 
' ^ fought 
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fought afttr. Others have been mentioned, and ve-^ 
py juftly condemned' by Monfieur Voltaire, for hav- 
ing taken out the bowels of a living dog, to fhew 
the fpeftators the kfteal veins. I would by no meahs 
encourage the praftice of iuch barbafous experimenis ; 
but my fylleiii does not afFeft the life of the animals,' 
whofe exiftence it is meant to prove. For as they 
are too minute to becomq the objeds of vifion, fo 
neither can they be affcfted by onr powers of di- 
geftion; 



P i '^ i s, 



-^ 



^JOV 4=- 19^2 




